
Ħdax kienu l-każijiet ġodda tal-Covid-19 fl-aħħar 24 siegħa. Wieħed minnhom anzjan ta’ 61 sena li daħal l-isptar
b’kumplikazzjonijiet iżda mhux f’qagħda kritika. Kien hemm ukoll l-ewwel każ ta’ pazjent minn Għawdex li
probabilment ħa l-virus meta tħallat ma’ ġemgħa nies. L-Għawdxi qed jiġi rikoverat f’Mater Dei. Jirriżulta li
l-maġġoranza tal-każi ġodda huma kaġun ta’ trazmissjoni minn persuna għal oħra f’Malta stess. It-total ta’
persunili rriżultaw pożittiv għall-coronavirus issa huwa ta’ 64. Sa llum wara nofsinhar saru 2,236 swab għal virus,
b’1389 fuq nies sintomatiċi. Saru wkoll 879 swab fl-entratura tal-Isptar Mater Dei li kollha kienu fin-negattiv. 
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Fid-dawl ta’ trazmissjoni minn persuna għal oħra f’Malta stess huwa kruċjali li nħarsu strettament il-pariri u
l-miżuri tal-awtoritajiet tas-saħħa. B’dan il-mod biss jirnexxilna nikkontrollaw il-firxa tal-virus. Ħruġ mid-dar
għandu jsir biss f’każ ta’ bżonn importanti.  Kuntatt mill-viċin għandu jkun minimu għall-aħħar. Kulħadd irid ikun
responsabbli u jagħmel il-parti tiegħu.
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Bulettin Publication

INTRODUCTION 



They were extraordinary circumstances. The 
whole world stopped in front of a new and 
mysterious microbe, which we knew little 
about. Roads emptied. People stayed home 
frightened. Hospitals worldwide started to 
report large numbers of people with fever, 
pain, shortness of breath and dying.

In Malta, we too followed this disease that 
scientists gave the label Covid-19. Large 
neighbouring countries, especially Italy and 
Spain, ended up in a situation where they 
seemed unable to cope with the numbers 
falling ill. There was no doubt that this disease 
would reach Malta.

The Maltese Government and the Public 
Service did not wait for the first cases 
to emerge to take action. The Cabinet 
appointed a strategic committee, led by 
the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 
Health, to keep it updated on the real and 
current threat from Covid-19. This Committee 
was assisted by an Operational Committee 
chaired by the Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Health and the Superintendent 
of Public Health. Coordination groups were 
set up, from an operational point of view, to 
draw up plans
on a number of aspects, including 
communication to the public, resources, 
transport and bolstering the economy.

It was precisely from one of these - the 
communication group - that came the idea 
of a bulletin, to be released every day in 

the evening, to include all the news related 
to the advance of the virus. It was to be 
published electronically on the Facebook 
page of the Information Department with 
about 70,000 followers. 72 editions, between 
12 March and 28 May 2020, were released. 
What you have in your hands is a complete 
collection of these bulletins, which tell us of 
a country’s activities during a pandemic.

I said in interviews and speeches that if a 
person wants to make a difference in our 
society they should seek a career in the Public 
Service. In such unique circumstances, the 
flexibility, sense of service and dedication of 
thousands of public sector workers became 
more visible. Hospital staff, public health 
workers, those in maintenance and cleaning 
and many more all did their bit. But not just 
these: the disciplined forces, those working 
in homes of the elderly, and others ensured 
that the people’s services continued, some 
planning and carrying out measures so that 
the economy and trade could be sustained.

This is a book dedicated to everyone who 
helped in all of this. From the Superintendent 
of Public Health, who was the face of the 
Public Service, to those in the background - 
no one was without importance. Everyone’s 
contribution was fundamental to ensuring 
that the Public Service kept providing 
citizens with an excellent service.

Introduction by the 
Principal Permanent Secretary,  
MARIO CUTAJAR
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With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 
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All individuals who have travelled to or from the following countries (France, Spain, Switzerland, and Germany)
from 11th March 2020 (11.03.2020) onwards are obliged to undertake a mandatory 14-day quarantine in their
respective residence, along with all other individuals residing in that residence. All individuals who have
travelled to or from the following countries (Italy, China – including Hong Kong), Singapore, Japan, Iran, and
South Korea) from 27th February 2020 (27.02.2020) onwards are obliged to undertake a mandatory 14-day
quarantine in their respective residence, as from the last day that these individuals have spent in the
aforementioned countries. This quarantine is an obligatory requirement, which will be strictly enforced by the
Malta Police Force. Individuals found in violation of the mandatory quarantine requirement will be liable to a
fine of €1,000 for each separate violation. In the meantime, until further notice, there will be no further air or
sea travel between Malta and the following countries: Italy, Spain, Switzerland, and Germany.

MANDATORY QUARANTINE

APPEAL BY THE GOVERNMENT
OF MALTA

The Government of Malta cautions against a situation where directives and advice by public authorities are
undermined. This is a moment where mutual respect is crucial. In this way, the situation can be kept under
control, in a calm manner, and without resorting to public panics. This is not a challenge that any government
alone can face, but one that the whole country must unite to overcome. The more able we are to meet this
challenge head on as a country united, the stronger we will emerge from it. The health and wellbeing of the
public is our topmost priority.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 
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111 – For persons who are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms or seeking to inquire
for more information;

+356 2204 2200 – For Maltese residents abroad who are currently located in a high-risk
country and require assistance to return to Malta;

+356 21411 411 – For individuals in mandatory quarantine who require assistance with the
provision of food and medicines.

So far, nine (9) cases of COVID-19 have been confirmed in Malta. All of the cases were ‘imported’ from
foreign countries. Seven (7) cases where transferred from Italy. One (1) case was transferred from Belgium,
and another case (1) from Germany (with the person having returned to Malta from Amsterdam, Netherlands).
Four (4) cases have affected males, while three (3) have affected females (one (1) case affecting a female
adolescent, and another case (1) affecting a female child). Seven (7) cases have been contracted by foreign
workers residing in Malta. Two (2) cases have been contracted by Maltese citizens, who contracted the virus
while abroad. All persons involved are currently in a good state of health.

COVID-19 CASES IN
MALTA SO FAR

HELPLINES
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The obligation for mandatory quarantine has been extended for all those who enter Malta, irrespective of the
country from which they arrive. This means that, with effect from today, all those who arrive in Malta from abroad
will be subject to a 14-day mandatory quarantine period.Those who are caught breaking quarantine will be fined
€1000 each time they are not found at home. Foreigners working in Malta who break mandatory quarantine, apart
from the €1000 fine will have their working license revoked, and will be deported. All passengers who are going to
Gozo aboard the Gozo Channel ships will also start being screened. No standing people aboard buses will be
permitted. The maximum number of passengers will thus be limited to those who can be seated. A number of online
services from health centres will be launched to limit the number of people who visit such centres.

NEW MEASURES ANNOUNCED

THE FIRST CASE OF RECOVERY
FROM CORONAVIRUS IN MALTA

A mother who had tested positive to Coronavirus, in what was the first case of the country last Saturday,
has recovered. Health authorities have confirmed that the woman has twice tested negative in tests that
were made in a span of 24 hours. Thus, according to established guidelines, this woman is considered to
have recovered from Coronavirus. She will be released from hospital and will be kept quarantined in her
house for the coming days as a precaution.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 
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Elderly persons are to avoid going out of their homes as long as it is not absolutely necessary. Personal
contact of elderly persons, especially with children, should be as minimal as possible. Day Centres have
closed, and visits to elderly persons’ homes (including Government, Church, and private ones) have
been suspended. 

ELDERLY PERSONS AND COVID-19

SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY

Helpers will be buying food and medicines only for those elderly persons who have no one to assist them.
Those who are on the medicines form will be given a stock of two months under the Pharmacy of Your
Choice scheme. For now, the other services will be suspended. CommCare services, the Dementia Intervention
Team, Allied Health Services, the Social Work Service, and Respite within residences for the elderly will only
be given in urgent and essential cases. Telecare, Continence, and Respite services in people’s private
households as well as Meals on Wheels will continue operating as normal. The Handyman, Tuk Tuk, and night
shelter services will be suspended.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 
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So far, 12 Coronavirus cases have been confirmed in the country. All of these were imported from foreign
countries, and no local transmission has been registered.  The latest three cases involve a Maltese person
who arrived from Munich, a Maltese person who arrived from Brussels, and an Italian woman resident in
Malta who arrived from Paris. All are in a good health condition, and are currently quarantined.

NEW COVID CASES IN
OUR COUNTRY

DIRECTIVES FROM THE
CHURCH OF MALTA

The Bishops of Malta and Gozo have suspended all religious functions, including daily and Sunday Mass
as well as children’s cathecism. This precautionary measure came into force with immediate effect and
will remain applicable until otherwise stated. In the case of a funeral, the priest will lead the rite of
committal in the cemetery in the presence of the closest relatives. The priest will then, in private, perform
Mass for the repose of the soul of the deceased. Churches will be open at the usual times for moments
of private prayer.

for more information and
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus.

+356 21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of food
and medicine.

+356 2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta.

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 
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The first of a series of measures intended to aid businesses in the tourism, hospitality, transport, and manufacture
sectors has been annuonced. The first aid package will amount to €100 million. Provisional tax, VAT, and social
security payments will be postponed for the months of March and April with immediate effect, both for employers
as well as for self-employed persons. A scheme is to be launched through which refunds will be given for expenses
that business which invest in teleworking incur. Payments owed by Government to businesses will be accelerated so
as to help protect their liquidity. These are forceful measures that have been made possible only due to the resilient
economy and sound finances of the country. These measures will leave a positive impact
on industry and will save jobs.

AID MEASURES

TELEWORKING 

14/03/2020
ISSUE 03

A Directive by the Head of Civil Service lays down for teleworking requests by public sector employees to
be accepted in their entirety, whilst allowing for everything possible to be done so that similar requests are
also accepted, as long as work carried out and service to clients remains consistent. 

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 
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Health authorities have confirmed a new Covid-19 case late yesterday evening: a 19 year-old Maltese
teenager who travelled to Brussels in the past days. This morning, a further 5 cases were announced which
involved a Russian person returning to the country from Russia, a Maltese person who arrived from Dublin;
another Maltese person who returned from Barcellona and a foreign couple, a person from Hong Kong, and
an Italian person, who were on holiday in Madrid. Therefore, there are a total of 18 Coronavirus cases, with
one case resulting in recovery and remission. All cases result to have been imported, and all persons involved
are in good condition of health.

NEW COVID CASES IN
OUR COUNTRY

A Legal Notice on quarantine was published, which gives the employee quarantine leave without loss of
income in cases where the employee is legally obliged to follow quarantine, that limits them to a fixed zone
or place as determined by health authorities. 

QUARANTINE LEAVE

for more information and
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CORRADINO CORRECTIVE
FACILITY

Corradino Corrective Facility, and detention centres where immigrants are housed, will not be accepting
visitors till 19th March: Corradino Facility is a closed space where hundreds of persons are housed; the same
applies for detention centres.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 
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MEASURES AGAINST COVID

Law Courts and Local Tribunals will be closed. The same applies for all national museums in the country.
Open-air markets, apart from those selling food, will also be closed. Food market selling points have to keep
20 metres away from each other. Esplora will also be kept closed. The same applies to Day Care Centres.
Access through supervision for children, both for those who are under a care order, and even those who aren’t,
has similarly been stopped.
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The major food importers and supermarket owners have informed government that food supplies are more
than enough. They do not foresee any serious issues for the foreseeable future. Consumers are urged to
continue with their usual purchases, without panic or confusion. 

FOOD STORAGE

HOME HELP SERVICE

So as to safeguard elderly persons as well as employees in this sector, and for essential services to continue
being provided, Aġenzija Sapport announced changes in Home Help. Helpers will start buying elderly
persons food and medicines only. Thus, those persons who cannot turn to anyone for help will be able to
receive these essential items. 
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There will be more than 600 beds at Mater Dei Hospital and other facilities ready to be used in case Covid-19
spreads amongst us.Currently, besides Mater Dei, there are already 28 isolation beds in another hospital and
another 12 in Boffa Hospital (which are set to increase to 65). Preparations are ongoing in another facility so that
by the end of the month there will be another 120 beds.In Mater Dei there are 136 new beds (which will increase
to 274) after zones which were not previously clinical in nature, such as lecture theatres, were converted into wards
equipped with all the necessary equipment. Through the rescheduling of non-urgent operations and the relocation
of patients, there will be a further 60 available beds. In the Gozo General Hospital there will be 80 allocated beds. 
From 20 beds at the ITU, Mater Dei Hospital has the capacity to climb up to 100 beds at the ITU, and there will be
an emergency department only used for Covid-19 patients.

PREPARATIONS AT MATER DEI
AND BEYOND

OTHER MEASURES

Childcare services will continue to be provided to workers within the health sector. In this manner, everyone who
needs to work with patients will be able to leave their children in the hands of the provided childcare  services.
Besides this, professionals who work among Covid-19 patients will be provided with a specific quarantine place
so that, after work, should they wish, they can go there instead of home. All professionals will be wearing
protective clothing.
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Another person who had tested positive for coronavirus has recovered. The man, a father who had tested positive
for Covid-19 on Saturday 7th March, was the second patient to have recovered from coronavirus over the last
week. As with the other case, after exiting hospital the individual in question will also be kept in quarantine at their
home for a number of days as a measure of precaution.

THE SECOND CASE OF RECOVERY
FROM CORONAVIRUS IN MALTA

Three new cases of Covid-19 were confirmed so that now the total in our country is that of 21 cases. All were
imported to Malta from abroad. The new cases are a 23-year-old healthworker and a 20-year-old Maltese
individual, both of whom came from Dublin, as well as a 21-year-old Portuguese individual who came from
Madrid for work purposes. So far, 700 tests for coronavirus have been conducted and another 600 on those
who were entering Mater Dei. The test rate is among the highest in Europe.

NEW CASES OF COVID-19
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A CONTROLLED AND
CALM SITUATION

Our country is prepared to meet the challenge posed by Covid-19 and as such the situation is a calm and
controlled one. The health authorities are working based on the principle of there not being a deluge of
cases but rather cases spread over a lengthier period of time, this while all the country’s resources are being
used to prepare for the highest number of cases possible. Medical experts insist that for now there is no need
for a total lockdown, which would mean that the Maltese would be locked inside their homes for a number
of weeks and months.

THE FIRST FINES

In the last 24 hours, 2 individuals were caught by the police not observing their mandatory quarantine—the police
are doing spot checks to confirm that those who are obliged to stay at home after coming to Malta from abroad
are indeed observing these regulations. So far, since the start of the spot checks, 4 persons have been caught
breaking the mandatory quarantine. The police have so far made 224 spot checks, 134 of them in the last 24 hours.
All those who were caught not observing the mandatory quarantine were fined a thousand euros each. This fine is
applicable each time a person is caught not observing the mandatory quarantine.
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On the recommendation of the health authorities, with effect from Tuesday midnight, bars, restaurants
(excluding takeaway services), gyms, band clubs, tombola halls, and other venues will be closed. These new
measures are part of the plan to control the spread of Covid-19 and for hospitals to keep up with the increase in
Covid-19 patients. The plan is not having to deal with a wave of patients in one go, but for cases to be prolonged
over a period that is extended.

NEW MEASURES

APPEAL FOR THEM TO RETURN

An appeal was made for Maltese resident in Malta, and who are still abroad, to return as soon as possible. This
appeal is also relevant for those foreigners who are in Malta, to return to their country. Health Authorities are
nonetheless not envisaging a country-wide lockdown scenario, which will surely last a number of months, and leave
considerable consequences. Therefore, the measures that are being announced are aimed so that this red button
need not be pressed, at least not for now. 
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The fine for those caught breaching obligatory quarantine will increase from €1000 to €3000. The fine will be
imposed every time a person is caught breaching quarantine. Since inspections began, 5 persons have been
caught breaching obligatory quarantine. Up till now, police have conducted 402 inspections, 115 of which in the
last 24 hours. No one should be egoistic towards one another in these circumstances. Everyone needs to be
responsible and everyone needs to cooperate in all that is requested of them.

INCREASE IN FINES

In the last hours, 9 new Covid cases were reported. Of these, 6 were imported cases, and a further 3 cases
of local transmission. There are now 30 cases in all. Two patients have since recovered from this virus,
whilst 28 cases remain active. All patients are stable and in good condition of health, so much so that they
could have been discharged to undergo obligatory quarantine. Instead, they are being kept in isolation
in health facilities. 

NEW CASES – SINCE CONTAINED
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IMPORTED CASES

Imported cases involve a 56 year-old Maltese person who returned from England, a 15 year-old Spanish
student who was going back to his country, a 49 year-old Italian woman whose husband was abroad but
who remained in quarantine in their home upon his return to Malta; and a 32 year-old English man resident
in Malta who returned from England and who also underwent voluntary quarantine upon arrival in Malta.
There is also a 19 year-old Maltese man (who returned from Dublin), and another 34 year-old person who
were being monitored by the health authorities since they were in contact with persons who have tested
positive for coronavirus. Health authorities said that contact tracing of persons who might have been in
contact with others who contracted Covid-19 is leaving positive results. 

CASES OF LOCAL TRANSMISSION

Two of the cases involve healthcare workers who were already in quarantine following contact with another
healthcare worker who tested positive for Covid-19 after returning to Malta from abroad. The two healthcare
workers, a man and a woman, had minimal contact with patients. The third case also involves a healthcare worker.
It is not clear if the person contracted the virus from her Italian partner (who was likewise abroad), or else from her
colleague who was also confirmed to have Covid-19. One of the patients is from Gozo, but the virus was transmitted
in Malta. The patient was returned to Malta and is in isolation.
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meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

+356 21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

+356 2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086

16/03/2020
ISSUE 05

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



17/03/2020
ISSUE 06

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086

Professionals and workers working in the medical health sector, and members of the disciplined corps, are working
day and night, every day, to help those in need. We unite in sending them a message (by audio or video) on
WhatsApp 7907 5414 to give them our support and to motivate them. These are heroes. Let us tell them more
than a mere ‘thanks’. 

TO OUR HEROES – WE SAY THANKS

PREVENTIVE MEASURES

Swab tests on individuals coming from abroad, who had a symptom or who were suspected to be carrying the virus,
are ever increasing, and so far amount to more than 1,600 swabs. The more swabs are carried out on individuals
suspected to be infected with the virus, the more one can detect cases earlier. Ratio-wise, in terms of the number
people tested, Malta remains one of the countries which has carried out the most swabs in Europe. Respiratory
screening is also being increased for those entering Mater Dei. So far, more than 300 tests have been carried out.
Contract tracing has also increased so that the situation remains under control. The advice remains the same, namely
that individuals keep their distance from others (social distancing), that those who can should work from home via
teleworking, that elderly people stay indoors, and that we do not crowd supermarkets and shops. Above all, the
regular washing of one’s hands is vital.  
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086

17/03/2020
ISSUE 06

In the last 24 hours, 8 more cases of Covid-19 were confirmed. The cases vary from a child of 3 years to a man of
62 years. They are all in a good state of health, so much so that health experts stated that they could be sent home
in order to be kept in isolation. Instead, because the circumstances permit, they are being kept under observation at
the Department of Health’s facilities. Among today’s positive cases, there are 3 which were imported from abroad,
with 5 others being cases of local transmission. Among these there is a three-year-old child who had direct contact
with a relative of theirs who was tested positive after she returned from Brussels. A patient also resulted positive at
Mater Dei. Health experts are still investigating as to how this virus was transmitted. With regard to this case, all the
necessary steps are being taken to ensure the security of patients and staff at Mater Dei.

NEW CASES

In total, since the Police started doing spot checks, 557 spot checks have been carried around Malta and
Gozo. In the last 24 hours, 149 spot checks were carried out in Malta and 26 in Gozo. For the first time, no
one was found breaking the law. In these circumstances, everyone should be responsible and cooperate
with the directives being given by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS OF PERSONS IN
QUARANTINE
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ECONOMIC RELIEF

After last Saturday the postponement of the payment of tax due for two months for companies and the
self-employed was announced, as well as the refund of investments in teleworking made by businesses,
this week the government will be announcing further strong measures to support the economy. Businesses
and the self-employed will be aided in order to safeguard their workers’ jobs, workers who were the
bedrock of our country’s economic success. While the government and businesses must shoulder part
of the responsibility so that workers do not become the victims, workers should also do their part by
being more flexible.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

As one of the measures against the spread of the coronavirus, public buses have started being fumigated during
the night at the Marsa, Ċirkewwa, and Victoria (Gozo) park and ride facilities. In all, there are 400 buses involved.
Transport Malta has stated that even the bus stops and terminals in primary centres are being fumigated. In order
for the spread of coronavirus to be reduced and for workers to be protected, Transport Malta is not accepting
payments via cash but in the form of cheques and with cards. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

+356 21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

+356 2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086

17/03/2020
ISSUE 06

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



€1.81 billion is the value of the economic package that Government has come up with so that Malta’s economy
overcomes the challenge of the negative effects of Coronavirus and is strengthened once more, for the good
of the families and businesses of our country. Amongst others, liquidity to businesses worth €1.6 billion will be
provided, €150 million in bank guarantees through the National Fund for Social Development, and for €350
to be provided to businesses that pay quarantine leave to their employees. Another measure is the additional
two months’ leave paid at the rate of €800 every month for 12, 000 families where both parents are in
employment where teleworking is not possible and thus one of the parents has to take care of the children.

AN ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE

INCOMING FLIGHTS TO
MALTA TO CEASE

Superintendent of Public Health Charmaine Gauci announced that Government, through Transport Malta, which
is the responsible authority, will suspend all incoming flights to Malta. This suspension will come into effect from
between Friday 20th and Saturday 21st March at one o’clock in the morning. This decision comes on the back of
previous restrictions on flights to and from Italy, Germany, Spain, France, and Switzerland. All persons who arrive
in Malta from any country around the world have to undergo fourteen days of obligatory quarantine and are
subject to a €3000 fine each and every time they break this obligation. 
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With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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There were 10 new Covid-19 cases in the last hours, with the first case involving a 70 year-old senior person, who
nonetheless is in good condition of health. The same applies to all other patients. The new cases involve a mixture
of virus transmissions, with the majority being persons who have travelled and contracted the virus whilst away
from Malta. There are also cases where patients contracted the virus from persons who live with those who have
travelled, and cases of local transmission in the community. It is not true that there were any deaths
related to coronavirus. 

NEW CASES
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Health authorities are adopting a strategy of sampling as many persons as possible so as to also include those
who have not travelled. The more tests are carried out, the more chance there is for people to test positive for
the virus, and thus for contagion to be diminished. Up till now, nearly 1,800 swab tests have been carried out,
1, 750 random samplings, and more than 740 tests at Mater Dei. The chief means of prevention remains the
frequent washing of one’s hands, not leaving our houses for no reason, keeping distance from each other, and
for elderly persons not to leave their houses. Each and every one of us must do their part so that, along with the
measures already in place, the spread of Covid-19 is contained. 

PREVENTION MEASURES
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INSPECTIONS FOR THOSE
IN QUARANTINE

In the last 24 hours , 363 inspections in Malta and 25 inspections in Gozo have been carried out. For the
second day in a row, no cases of persons who broke the obligatory quarantine were found. Inspections
were started on 13th March. The €3000 fine for every person who is caught breaking quarantine is serving
as a deterrent. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and listen to what the authorities
are counselling.

SCHOOLS TO REMAIN CLOSED

The period of closure of schools, childcare centres, and educational institutions that was announced and
which started between Friday 13th March 2020 and was to last till Friday 20th March 2020, is being
extended. Government is now considering that this extension be extended to the end of the Easter
scholastic holidays, therefore Friday 17th April 2020. Government is reserving itself room to make
updated pronouncements closer to this date after consultation with Health Authorities. 
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Professionals and workers working in the medical health sector, and members of the disciplined corps, are working
day and night, every day, to help those in need. We unite in sending them a message (by audio or video) on
WhatsApp 7907 5414 to give them our support and to motivate them. These are heroes. Let us tell them more
than a mere ‘thanks’. 

TO OUR HEROES – WE SAY THANKS

An exercise with a view to safeguard the human resources of the Health sector in the Public Service is
underway. In fact, a considerable number of departments are passing on employees who, upon their
choosing, can work in the health services. Amongst the most needed are drivers to transport medicines
to elderly persons and take medical staff from one place to another; clerks to answer phone calls;
administrative and ICT staff, pharmacists and nurses, as well as allied health professionals who do not
work with the Ministry for Health. In the majority of these cases, these officials will not be in direct
contact with patients. 

SUPPORT FOR THOSE IN
THE HEALTH SECTOR 
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus.

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine.

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta.

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information.
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In a message to the nation, President George Vella appealed for prudence and hope, and noted that through
unity the people have always overcome periods of difficulty. With determination, discipline, and solidarity, the
Maltese will regain their footing and continue where they left off. He called for everyone to be responsible and 
to, without exception, observe the political and health authorities’ directives for the people’s benefit. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF MALTA

FOR THOSE STILL ABROAD

The Government is trying to assist Maltese people or people residing in Malta stranded abroad in light of the fact
that all flights to Malta will stop at midnight between Friday 20 and Saturday 21 March. Those who do not manage
to return to Malta by midnight tomorrow should immediately call 2204 2200 or send an email on
sitcen.mfea@gov.mt.Those who are returning from countries not within the European Union should, for now,
transit through London or Frankfurt.
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communicated.
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There were 5 new cases of Covid-19 from the 304 tests carried out in the last few hours. So far, 53 people have
tested positive for Covid-19. They are all in a good state of health. The health authorities called for caution and
said that the worst of the virus is yet to come. They are calling for everyone to follow their advice and instructions
in order to reduce the spread of the virus. The more swabs are carried out, the more individuals carrying the virus
are identified. So far, 1,200 swabs have been taken. At the Mater Dei entrance, 785 swabs were taken, and all
resulted negative.

NEW CASES

There are four pillars in the strategy against Covid-19. 1.) That more tests are carried out on people in order
to reduce the spread of the virus; 2.) The strengthening of facilities at Mater Dei where now a new laboratory
has been opened to keep up with the increase in testing; 3.) More ITU beds and wards in the eventuality of
an increase in coronavirus cases; 4.) The equipping of healthcare workers with protective equipment and
further training. The bedrock of the strategy remains within our hands: avoiding crowds, avoiding needless
trips from our homes, and washing our hands frequently. Those who feel ill should call 111.
Together, we will succeed.

THE STRATEGY AGAINST COVID-19
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ESTABLISHMENTS ARE
REMAINING CLOSED

No food or drinking establishment was found to have broken the regulations imposed on them to remain
closed in order to reduce the spread of the coronavirus. In the last 24 hours, more than 500 inspections
were carried out by the MTA in a number of locations in Malta and Gozo. Food and drinking establishments
who are caught defying the regulations and opening their doors to clients will be fined €3,000 each time
they are caught. The appeal is one for cooperation, not only from the owners to keep their establishments
closed, but also from the general public which should not congregate outside establishments which sell
take-aways or deliveries, and instead keep its distance between one person and the next. You can report
those who abuse in this regard on the telephone number 21692447.

INSPECTIONS ON THOSE
UNDER QUARANTINE

Inspections on those under mandatory quarantine continued. In the last day, 240 inspections were carried out,
with two persons found to have broken quarantine. Since inspections started on 13 March, 1,205 inspections have
been carried out. So far, the authorities have issued 11 fines, with another person being found in violation of
quarantine regulations on more than one occasion. Among those who were caught breaking quarantine, there 
is a foreigner who was caught breaking quarantine 5 times and who has so far been fined €9,000. Everyone
who fails to observe quarantine is fined €3,000 each time they are not found at home. The quarantine is
obligatory for all those who entered our country or who will enter our country from whichever country in the world
from 13 March 2020 onwards. It also applies to those persons who live in the residence of the person coming from
abroad. The appeal always remains that everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives being
issued by the authorities.
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HELPLINES
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impact of the coronavirus
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25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial package for industries,
businesses, and the self-employed

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
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There were eleven new Covid-19 cases in the last 24 hours. One of these, a 61-year-old elderly man, was admitted
to hospital with complications that were the result of coronavirus, but is not currently in critical condition. There
was also the first case of a patient from Gozo who has, more likely than not, contracted the virus when he was
amongst a group of people. This Gozitan person is currently recovered in Mater Dei. The large majority of new cases
are all the result of transmission from one person to another in Malta. The total number of persons who tested positive
for coronavirus now stands at 64. Up till today afternoon, 2, 236 swabs for the virus have been carried out, with 1389
on symptomatic persons. 879 swabs at Mater Dei entrance were also carried out, all of which tested negative
for the virus. 

COVID-19 CASES

A LOOK AT WHAT THEY’RE
TELLING US

In light of local transmission from one person to another, it is crucial to follow the advice and measures rolled out
by health authorities to the letter. Leaving our houses needs to be only in case of great need. Close contact with
one another should be as minimal as possible. Everyone must be responsible and do their part. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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In the last 24 hours, a total of 378 inspections in Malta, and 34 inspections in Gozo, were carried out. 8 persons were
found to have broken the law during these inspections, and were each fined €3000. Therefore, the number of fines
that were issued by the authorities has now risen to 19. Once again, the appeal remains for each one of us to be
responsible and follow the directives that the authorities are issuing.

INSPECTIONS ON THOSE IN
QUARANTINE

Two establishments in Baħar iċ-Ċagħaq and in Ġnejna respectively, as well as a massage parlour in
Buġibba, were caught breaking the rules for establishments to remain closed as part of an overall set of
measures to contain the spread of Covid-19. Up till now, 1850 inspections have been carried out, 450 of
which were carried out in the last 24 hours. In Gozo, 270 inspections were carried out, and no infringements
were found. Establishments which are caught breaking the rules will face a €3000 fine for every time that
they are caught in operation. Abuses are to be reported on 21692447.

INSPECTIONS AND ESTABLISHMENTS
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HYGIENE OPERATIONS

Cleansing and Maintenance employees are being employed round the clock in a hygiene operation of
public places in various localities around Malta. This operation does not only cover the disinfection of
streets, but also the washing of benches, rubbish bins, bus shelters, and bus terminus. Work is being
concentrated where the largest number of people frequenting particular places would most be. These
people are doing their part. Together, we can achieve more. Let us keep everywhere clean!

TOOLS FOR EDUCATORS

Although schools are closed, the educational sector is still carrying on, although in a virtual way, with educators
continuing their work through online learning. Educators have several tools at their disposal, including the website
https: //digitalliteracy.skola.edu.mt/ and the educational resources repository www.curriculum.gov.mt. By means
of the www.curriculum.gov.mt and https://www.um.edu.mt/matsec/pastpapers/ websites, one can find past
papers, marking schemes, and examiners’ reports available. Later on this month, information on annual exams,
the benchmark, as well as SEC exams and advanced and intermediary matriculation, will be given.
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In the hours that have passed, there were nine new Covid-19 cases, so that there are 73 persons who have
contracted the virus in all in the country. The 61-year-old elderly person who was yesterday admitted to hospital
with complications, has been transferred to ITU. Swabbing rates have increased substantally, and yesterday 233
tests were carried out. The more tests that are carried out, the more chance one has to discover infected persons
and control the virus’s spread. The majority of Covid-19 transmission cases of today have been imported from
abroad, although there are some cases of local transmission. Thus the need to avoid crowds, not leaving our
houses for no reason, and washing our hands frequently. 

COVID-19 – THE COUNT SO FAR

THOSE WHO WENT TO
BALZAN PHARMACY

After a healthcare worker in Balzan Pharmacy tested postive for Covid-19, health authorities are appealing for
those who went to this pharmacy on the 16th and 17th of March,  to remain at home and stay there with
immediate effect. Those persons who exhibit any symptoms should phone 111. Health authorities have also
confirmed that there was no coronavirus case amongst bank employees in Malta, or clients who have visited
the bank.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086

21/03/2020
ISSUE 10

Fl-aħħar 24 siegħa saru total ta’ 378 spezzjoni f’Malta u 34 spezzjoni f’Għawdex. Waqt dawn l-ispezzjonijiet nstabu
8 persuni jiksru l-liġi u ġew immultati €3,000 kull wieħed. Għaldaqstant, in-numru ta’ multi li nħarġu
mill-awtoritajiet issa tela’ għal 19. Għal darb’oħra, l-appell jibqa’ dejjem li kulħadd għandu jkun responsabbli u
jikkopera mad-direttivi li qed jingħataw mill-awtoritajiet.

THOSE WHO DISREGARDED QUARANTINE

During more than 480 inspections carried out, a person was found breaching obligatory quarantine twice,
and was fined €3000 each time. In the last 24hours, 347 inspections in Malta and 37 inspections in Gozo were
carried out. Up till now, a total of 21 fines to those who defied obligatory quarantine were meted out. The appeal
remains for everyone to be responsible and follow the directives rolled out by the authorities. 

AND THOSE WHO DARED TO OPEN?

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
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VIRTUAL MUSEUMS

Although physically closed, national museums and Heritage Malta sites have still opened their doors, albeit
virtually by means of the electronic website Google Arts & Culture - https://artsandculture.google.com/.
Through collaboration with Google, Heritage Malta has put Maltese cultural sites on the same footing as
renowned international museums. One can pay a virtual visit to the Hypogeum, the Museum of Archaeology,
the Domvs Romana, and the War Museum. Pay them a visit!

PUBLIC RELIGIOUS FUNCTIONS

Our Lady of Sorrows, Good Friday and the Easter public manifestations will not be held. This was announced
in a decree issued by the Vatican, in another measure aimed at containing the coronavirus spread. It has been
recommended that those liturgical functions that can be postponed, are held at a later date. The Archdiocese
of Malta has already ceased religious functions in the country.
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial package for industries,
businesses, and the self-employed

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
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Now that Covid-19 transmission in the community is a fact, new decisions that conform to the strategy laid out by
the health authorities specifically for this phase, have been taken. With effect from 8am of tomorrow, retail
establishments that are not essential (such as clothes, toys, electronics, and household appliances shops) will not
be allowed to open. The same applies for shops which offer non-essential services such as hairdressers and
beauticians. Supermarkets, grocery stores, pet-shops, medical services, post-offices, transport, and banks, will
not be affected. Another decision is that organized meetings and public events will not be allowed. Whoever does
not follow these measures will be fined €3000 for every time they are caught. 

MORE MEASURES AGAINST
TRANSMISSION

NEW CASES

17 is the amount of new cases of people who have contracted the virus. 10 of the cases were related to travel,
whilst 7 cases were contracted due to transmission of the virus amongst the community. Thus, the total number of
persons who have tested positive for coronavirus is 90, 2 of which have already recovered. 28 patients are still
being kept at Mater Dei and another hospital. The rest of the patients are recovering in isolation in their homes and
are under the continuous observation of doctors. 
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3 other persons were caught breaking obligatory quarantine. These were caught during one of the 422
inspections carried out in Malta and a further 38 inspections carried out in Gozo. They were fined €3000
each. In all, 24 fines were given. The appeal remains for each and every one of us to be responsible and
follow the directives announced by the authorities. 

BREAKING QUARANTINE
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In the last hours, more than 320 inspections in Malta and 150 in Gozo were carried out on catering
establishments such as restaurants, bars, kioks, cinemas, and more, all of which should remain closed.
No infringements were found during any of these inspections. Reports of such establishments which are
still open should be made on 21692447, or by email on tourismcovid-19helpline@visitmalta.com. In all,
more than 2,600 inspections were carried out in Malta. Take-aways and delivery establishments are
exempt from the measures ruling the closing of eating establishments.

INSPECTIONS OF ESTABLISHMENTS
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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LAND REGISTRY ONLINE SERVICES

Land Registry site-plans can be obtained online from www.landregistryplans.gov.mt where these can also be
ordered, and paid for, online. The site plan will then be sent in two days’ time. Applications and researches should
be left by envelope at the Lands reception. Queries regarding registration and information on property in Malta
should be sent on enquirieslandregistry@gov.mt, whilst for those in Gozo, on enquirieslandregistrygozo@gov.mt. 

CAR LESSONS AND DRIVING LICENCES

Car lessons will start being held under new measures in the context of Covid-19 transmission. The teacher
must have one person only in the vehicle. Seats must be covered in leather or rexine, and these, along with
the dashboad and steering wheel, must be disinfected after each lesson. Car windows are to be kept half
open for ventilation. Like vehicle licenses, even driving licences which expire from this month onwards will
not be renewed. Those whose licence has expired will still be allowed to drive as long as they have an
insurance policy. License renewal notices will no longer be sent, whilst VRT tests need not be carried out
for now.
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial package for industries,
businesses, and the self-employed

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
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17 more patients were found to be positive for Covid-19 from 304 tests conducted in the past few hours, so that
the total tally of persons positive for the virus has risen to 107. The patients are all in a good state of health, among
whom is an elderly person of 61 years who was admitted to the ITU because of complications arising from
pneuomonia. 10 of the 17 new cases are of people who were either abroad or who had contact with people who
were abroad. Cases of local transmission within the community are also increasing. So far, 2,106 tests within the
community have been carried out as well as another 993 tests at the Mater Dei entrance.  

 COVID-19: CASES

PULLING THE SAME ROPE 

Everyone must continue doing their part so that the virus does not spread. Elderly people should remain at
home; we should not leave our homes needlessly; we should not mingle in places where there are a lot of people
 and we should wash our hands frequently. When possible, we should work from home in agreement with the
employer. Restaurants and establishments are to remain closed. Above all, those in quarantine must remain in
quarantine. It is not right that the irresponsible behaviour of the few renders for naught the sterling work being
done everyday by the health authorities to reduce the spread. Our behaviour is the biggest weapon against the
spread. Everyone must play their part.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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A fine of €10,000 is applicable every time a person with Covid-19 is caught not in their residence by police
carrying out inspections. Persons who have the Covid-19 virus, and who do not need to be admitted to hospital,
are required to stay in isolation (self-isolation) under medical observation. Till now, there has been a fine of
€3,000 for every person under quarantine who did not observe this obligation. Through a new legal notice,
which will be published, a new fine of €10,000 will be introduced for persons testing positive for the
coronavirus who do not respect isolation obligations. Responsibility is necessary in order for our country to fight
the spread of Covid-19.

FINES FOR THOSE BREAKING
ISOLATION ORDERS

One person was caught by the police not observing mandatory quarantine during the 303 inspections
carried out in Malta and the 28 inspections carried out in Gozo. The inspections are being carried out by
officials from the health authorities and the Civil Protection Department. The appeal always remains that
everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives that are being issued by the authorities.

QUARANTINE ENFORCEMENT
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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INSPECTIONS ON ESTABLISHMENTS 

Food and drinking establishments, cinemas, and others kept observing the measures introduced to keep them
closed in order to prevent the further spread of the coronavirus. Yesterday, over a thousand inspections were
carried out in Malta and Gozo, but no establishment was caught being open for business. So far, around 3,400
inspections have been carried out. You can report absues by calling 21692447 or via email on
tourismcovid-19helpline@visitmalta.com. Takeaways and deliveries are exempted from these measures.

SHOPS CLOSED AS FROM TODAY

On the orders of the Superintendent of Public Health, as from today at 8am, shops whose primary business
is that of clothing, sportswear, jewellery, handbags and leather products, costume jewellery and accessories,
shoes, non-prescription glasses, perfumes, beauty products, drapery, curtains and upholstery, domestic
appliances, souvenirs, discount shops, luggage shops, toy shops, hobby shops, furniture shops, plants/flowers
and vaping shops, have remained closed. Hairdressers, barbers, beauty shops, spas, nail technicians, and
tattoo parlours were also prohibited from opening.
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impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.
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25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
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144 – For those who require information about the financial package for industries,
businesses, and the self-employed

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
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Government has announced a fiscal measures package to aid families and businesses in the face of the
Covid-19 challenge. This package, which builds on the previous one, found the unanimous agreement of all MCESD
social partners. Government will be granting €800 a month to those parents who both work in the private sector
and where one of them needs to remain home to take care of the children. Persons with a disability who work in the
private sector and opt to stay at home due to their being vulnerable to Covid-19 will also receive €800 per month.
Those persons who were made unemployed effective from 9th March 2020 onwards will receive unemployment
benefits and a special benefit which amounts to €800 monthly. With this revised package, Government will moreover
pay up to 5 days’ work to each employee who works in the sectors most impacted by Covid-19, and will be granting
€800 per month. Expenditure for all direct measures will be around €65-70 million per month. 

ECONOMIC PACKAGE AGREED
WITH MCESD

MORE TESTING HUBS

A new swabbing centre will soon open in Pembroke, and another one in Gozo, which will complement the centre
already in operation in Ħal Farruġ. Apart from this, even private hospitals are offering this service, and are keeping
the health authorities informed of each and every positive transmission case they encounter. The strategy to contain
the spread of coronavirus includes provisions for tests for this virus to be carried out. The more tests are carried out
 the more persons who have contracted the virus can be found out so that these may be put in isolation, thus
preventing further contagion in the community. Malta ranks third place in the European Union where,
proportionately speaking, tests for Covid-19 are being carried out. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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There were 3 new Covid-19 cases announced today - all imported ones, and were found after 292 tests were
carried out. Health authorities have advised that the fact that a smaller number of cases was reported today
when compared to previous days does not mean that the virus’s spread is on the wane. We must remain
vigilant, since we are in the initial stages of transmission. The 110 persons who have tested postive for the virus
in our country are all in good condition of health. The elderly person who was put in ITU due to complications
he developed, is currently being given combination therapy. 

NEW CASES

As part of the overall plan for the health sector to be prepared for any eventuality, a process has been
initiated so that a prefabricated hospital is assembled so that, in case of need, the country can avail itself
of the maximum number of beds for Covid-19 patients. This prefabricated hospital is intended to provide
some 60 beds, and is to be equipped even with intensive care facilities. The call for offers has already been
issued. This hospital is to be built in 8 weeks. Covid-19 is an additional burden on the Maltese health system,
which still has to cater for all other medical exigencies of the population.  

CALL FOR A PREFAB HOSPITAL
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QUARANTINE INSPECTIONS

3 other persons have been each fined €3000 after they were caught breaking obligatory quarantine. In the
last 24 hours, 282 inspections in Malta and 15 inspectins in Gozo have been carried out, with authorities
re-iterating for everyone to be responsible and follow the directives that are being issued by the authorities.
In the 10 days since inspections have started, more than 2, 500 such inspections have been carried out. 

ESTABLISHMENTS HAVE FOLLOWED
CLOSURE ORDER

No food or drinks establishment, cinemas, or other establishment was caught breaking the measure
decreeing for their closure. In all, 360 inspections in Malta and 170 inspections in Gozo took place.
Takeaways and deliveries are exempted from this measure. Abuses are to be reported on 21692447, or
by email on tourismcovid-19helpline@visitmalta.com.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial package for industries,
businesses, and the self-employed

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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The Malta Employers’ Association stated that the package of financial measures presented by the government is
one of positive financial assistance and the result of collective consultation. The Chamber of Commerce meanwhile
stated that it is satisfied with the measures to help the businesses most hit by Covid-19, this while praising the spirit
of dialgoue with which the government proceeded in this matter. The Malta Chamber of SMEs insisted that these
measures will give a lifeline to businesses in need so that they can safeguard jobs. The Gozo Business Chamber
and the Gozo Tourism Association stated that the financial incentives give importance to the special circumstances
affecting Gozitan businesses. The Malta Hotels and Restaurants Association praised the Prime Minister’s dedication
to see that the tourism industry is in a position to overcome the challenges posed by Covid-19. The General Workers
Union meanwhile stated that the measures ensure a guaranteed minimum wage for those working in the most
affected sectors.

A POSITIVE REACTION TO THE
PACKAGE OF FINANCIAL MEASURES

THE BANKS’ CONTRIBUTION

The Bank of Valletta announced supporting measures for its clients who are affected by the economic situation
brought about by Covid-19. BOV has launched a moratorium of no less than 3 months on capital as well as on
interest which will be applied both for home loans and personal loans. The limit for overdrafts and credit cards
without extra charges has been increased. Charges on new scheduling of home loans and personal loans were
also removed, as have charges on the extension of withdrawals and use of credit facilities. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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19 new cases of Covid-19 were confirmed in the last 24 hours. 8 of the cases are related to travel abroad,
4 who already had contact with individuals infected with the virus who had already been identified by the
health authorities, while 7 were infected through local transmission, with the source of the virus not yet
ascertained. Among these new cases there is an elderly person of 81 years who so far does not seem to
have complications. The other elderly person of 61 years is still at the ITU but is not in a critical state.
The total number of persons who so far have tested positive for the virus is now 129.

NEW CASES

The number of swab tests have accelerated in order to identify those who have the virus and to isolate
them immediately in order to reduce its spread. As from yesterday, the pathology laboratory at Mater
Dei Hospital started taking swabs at four different time slots during the day instead of three, as per
previous practice. In fact, in the last 24 hours, 488 swabs were taken. Malta remains among the countries
which takes the most swabs, and so far 3,819 have been taken: of these, 2,605 were taken from people
presenting symptoms and 1,218 were taken from people who were admitted to hospital with breathing
difficulties. The number of positive cases from such tests depend on each and every one of us. We need to
work together in order to not compound the spread of the coronavirus.

SWABS AND TESTS
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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ESTABLISHMENTS ARE
REMAINING CLOSED

Food and drinking establishments have continued observing the regulations imposed upon them to remain
closed in order for the spread of Covid-19 to be reduced. In the last 24 hours, 800 inspections were carried
out in Malta and another 150 in Gozo. No one was caught breaking these regulations. The appeal remains
that of cooperation, both from clients and from the public to not congegrate in front of take-away
establishments, but to keep their distance. You can report abuses on 21692447.

INSPECTIONS ON THOSE UNDER
QUARANTINE

The Police, together with the Health Authorities and officials from the Civil Protection Department,
conducted 329 inspections in Malta and Gozo. During these inspections, one person who was caught
breaking the law was fined. As ever, the appeal remains that everyone should be responsible and
cooperate with the directives that are being issued by the authorities.
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by Malta Enterprise.

153 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by the Department for Social Security.

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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Considering the phase the Covid-19 spread in the country has reached, and the evidence at hand, Government
has announced two further measures to reduce the risk that persons get infected by Coronavirus
from one another. 

The first measure, with immediate effect, will allow the Malta Police to have the right to intervene on groups
of more than 5 people, and disperse them in such a way as to leave 2 metres between each one of them.
The second measure, which will come in effect from next Saturday, disallows in their entirety, two categories
of persons from leaving their homes. 

The persons who are 65 years or older, as well as persons with chronic illnesses; including diabetic persons who
are dependent on insulin, persons on biological medicines, persons who are facing or who have faced cancer or
chemotherapy in the last 6 months, persons undergoing immunosuppression such as persons who have had a
transplant, persons who have HIV, persons on dialysis, pregnant women, persons who have respiratory illnesses
and who were admitted to hospital in the last year, persons with heart illnesses who have had a medical
intervention in the last 6 months, persons who attend the heart failure clinic, and all persons on oral steroids. 

These two categories amount to more than 118,000 persons who must stay at home under all circumstances.
Whoever of these persons is in employment must not go to work either, and will be offered special quarantine
leave. The only exception for these persons to be able to leave their homes is for medical appointments and
emergencies, or on obtaining permission from the Superintendent for Public Health. These measures have been
taken in the best public health interest, and the health of those who are most vulnerable. The co-operation of
one and all is needed.

NEW MEASURES TO REDUCE RISK

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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Two other Covid-19 swabbing hubs have started operation as from today which will be operating alongside the
existing hub in Ħal Farruġ. More tests can now start being carried out, over and above the 4, 230 swabs that have
been carried out already, more persons who test positive be identified, so that they may be isolated immediately,
and thus the spread of Covid-19 be reduced. The new Malta hub will be situated in the Luxol grounds in Pembroke,
and will be open every day from Monday to Sunday from 08:00 to 20:00. The other new hub in the helipad terminal,
in Xewkija, Gozo, will be open every day from Monday to Sunday from 08:00 to 14:00. It is important for all those
who feel any symptoms to phone 111, and not check themselves in the hub of their own accord. No hubs will admit
persons without appointment. It is also important that any person going to any of the hubs does not make use of
public transport.

NEW COVID-19 SWABBING HUBS

NEW CASES

There were 5 new Covid-19 cases; 3 were related with travel, and 2 persons who contracted the virus from other
sick persons due to local transmission and who have already been identified. All are in good condition of health.
The 61-year-old elderly person in ITU is now feeling better. In all, 134 persons have contracted Covid-19. There
have been no deaths, nor any Covid-19 cases in elderly people’s homes. 
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
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For the sixth day in a row, no food establishment was found to be breaking regulations to remain closed,
as part of the efforts to stem the transmission of Covid-19. In the last day, 340 inspections in Malta and 140
in Gozo have been carried out. Up till now, more than 5, 170 inspections in Malta and more than 1, 300 in
Gozo have been carried out. Those who break regulations are to be reported on 21692447, or by email
on tourismcovid-19helpline@visitmalta.com.

ESTABLISHMENTS REMAIN CLOSED

One person was caught breaking obligatory quarantine and was fined €3000 during one of the 492
inspections that were carried out in the last 24 hours by police, Health Department, and Civil Protection
Department officials. 33 fines have been handed out since inspections started. The appeal always remains
for each and every one of us to co-operate with the directives that are being given by the authorities. 
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by Malta Enterprise.

153 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by the Department for Social Security.

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
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More details were announced about the new measures which came into force with the aim of having our country
reduce the risk to those most vulnerable of getting infected by the coronavirus. With effect from tomorrow, Saturday
28 March 2020, persons above 65 years of age as well as persons with chronic diseases (the details of which have
already been announced) are to stay at their homes. Exemptions apply for instances when it is necessary for these
persons to go out for medical appointments, to buy food and medicines, and to attend to personal needs which are
absolutely necessary. During the time in which these persons are outdoors for the abovementioned reasons, these
vulnerable persons are to ensure that they do not linger outdoors for more than is necessary and to obey all
social distancing directives. Vulnerable persons who work in the health sector and those in positions of leadership in
essential sectors are completely exempted from this measure. Persons who live in the same households as vulnerable
persons are only permitted to go to work, do the necessary shopping, attend medical appointments, and exercise their
children visitation rights in accordance with the orders of the competent court.

HOW THE NEW MEASURES WILL WORK

PREPARATIONS ARE GOING STRONG

Despite the number of positive cases for coronavirus in the last two days being less than that of previous days,
this epidemic is still in its early stages and the health authorities are continuing to take gradual measures.
Decisions are being taken on the basis of the evidence of what is happening abroad as well as on epidemic
studies which are statistically significant. The aim is that of having the health services always keeping up with
the concomitant demand. For this reason, the government is increasing the health sector’s capacity, including
on the island of Gozo, where together with Steward Healthcare it is making all the necessary preparations so
that Gozo will be ready for any eventuality. ITU beds have increased from 2 to 20, while there will be 120 beds
dedicated to Covid-19 patients.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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5 new cases of Covid-19 were registered with one of the cases related to travel abroad and the other 4 to
local transmission which, as time goes by, is becoming the main cause of the local spread. The new cases
were traced as the number of swabs taken continued to increase across the 3 centres in Malta and the other
in Gozo, so much so that in the last 24 hours 432 swabs were taken, brining the total to 4,662. Per capita,
Malta is among those countries in Europe which is taking the most swabs. So far, there are 32 patients with
Covid-19 in Mater Dei and in a private hospital, with the rest in mandatory quarantine in their homes.
The 61-year-old elderly person who was in the ITU is expected to be released from the unit because he is
stable. The total number of people infected with Covid-19 is 139.

NEW CASES

Servizz.gov’s 8 centres, the Department of Social Security’s 19 district centres in Malta and Gozo, and the
Tax Customer Care Office in Gozo will be closed to the public as from next Monday as a precaution against
Covid-19. One can still call on Freephone 153 for assistance from servizz.gov or by accessing
www.servizz.gov.mt or by sending an email on servizz@gov.mt. Those who require services from the
Department of Social Security can use the helpline 25903000 or by accessing the website
www.socialsecurity.gov.mt and using MyServices. For virtual appointments with tax and social security
experts, one should call 153 so that the appointment may be made via a video call.

CLOSED AS FROM NEXT MONDAY

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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OBSERVING THE REGULATIONS

Two individuals were fined after they were caught breaking mandatory quarnatine. In the last 24 hours,
500 inspections were carried out. So far, 35 fines were issued during more than 4,700 inspections—the appeal
however remains that everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives that are being given.
From their end, food and drinking establishments continued observing the regulations and remained closed.
In the last 24 hours, more than 1,080 such inspections were carried out in Malta and Gozo, and no breaches
were discovered. You can report those who carry out abuses on 21692447 or via email on
tourismcovid-19helpline@visitmalta.com

FEELING LONELY? CALL 1772

The helpline 1772 was launched for those who are feeling lonely, isolated, or who feel the need to speak
to someone. 1772 will be operational 24 hours a day and a number of professionals will be speaking to those
who are are feeling lonelier than usual during these times. The purpose of 1772 is to, as much as possible,
prevent suffering caused by solitude, and instead, through solidarity and empathy, reduce as much as
possible any strong psychological effects.
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by Malta Enterprise.

153 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by the Department for Social Security.

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
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will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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The World Health Organization has singled out Malta as a model country that is showing the way in how
efforts against the spread of Covid-19 should be conducted. During a virtual meeting held yesterday in the
presence of Ministers for Health from all around the world, the WHO Director General mentioned Malta as
the model that other countries should look up to, and emulate. This serves as a testament that should fill health
authorities with courage. Appreciation to the Maltese and Gozitan publics is also due for the way in which
co-operation with the directives being given is forthcoming, and where tolerance for these new measures that
are being decided day by day, with the aim of safeguarding the public health of all citizens, is evident.

MALTA A MODEL FOR OTHER COUNTRIES

SCHOOLS AND EXAMINATIONS

Schools and educational institutions will remain closed till the end of coming June. Year 6 students will be
marked on their assessment mark, instead of the benchmark. SEC (O Level) examinations will not be held,
and a predictive assessment  for the students will be carried out by MATSEC instead. MATSEC will still issue
a certificate to those students who pass, so that they may be able to attend post-secondary schools. Every
SEC student will nonetheless retain the right to sit for exams in the coming September. Intermediate and
A Levels will be postponed for the coming September, with resits to be available in December so that students
will also have the opportunity to continue with their tertiary education without penalizing students who sit for
resits. Arrangements will be made so that University and MCAST students will be able to continue with their
studies, whilst online learning at all levels will continue.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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There were ten new cases of persons who tested positive for Covid-19, after 487 further tests were carried
out in the last 24 hours. Amongst these cases there is a 72 year-old elderly person who is in critical condition,
so much so that he is in ITU on ventilator. 6 of the new cases are the result of travel, whilst 4 are the result of
local transmission. The appeal for elderly, and vulnerable, persons to stay inside holds all the more, for good
of their own health. Covid-19 cases have now increased to 149.

NEW CASES

Preparations against the spread of Covid-19 in Gozo are in full swing. Joint efforts by Government and
Steward Global Healthcare will mean that 120 beds reserved for Covid-19 patients will be set aside in
two weeks’ time for any eventuality involving Covid-19 patients. In 3 weeks’ time, beds in ITU will increase
to 20, 13 of which will be allocated to Covid-19 patients. For the first time, Gozo will have a bulk oxygen
cylinder which will serve ventilators, amongst others. Barts has also offered the medical school to be used
solely by immuno-compromised patients, whilst Steward Healthcare has 2 helicopters that can carry
patients to Malta on orders from the authorities. Elderly persons in Sant’Anna will be relocated to another
place, so that the Gozo hospital will have an additional 80 beds for Covid-19 patients.

GOZO AND COVID-19

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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MEASURES BY THE PLANNING AUTHORITY

The Planning Authority has rolled out measures that keep the present circumstances in context. Development
permissions that have already been issued and are still valid, but which are to expire, will be extended by 3
years. This measure will facilitate the completion of a number of projects, and will avoid the situation where
contractors and developers rush against the expiry of these permissions. It will also help so that communities
are not inundated with construction sites at one go, and thus the negative impact on environment be kept in
check. The Planning Authority Board and Planning Commission will also start conducting meetings by electronic
communication means, such as video conferencing. 

INSPECTIONS TO SAFEGUARD REGULATIONS

5 persons have been caught breaking obligatory quarantine during the 421 inspections that have been
carried out in the Maltese islands. They were each fined €3000. Till now, 40 persons were caught
breaking quarantine and were fined. In the meantime, no food or drinks establishment was found to have
broken regulations to remain closed in the Maltese islands. In all, 600 inspections in Malta and 170
inspections in Gozo have been carried out, so that the total has now surpassed 6,700. Abuses are to be
reported on 21692447.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by Malta Enterprise.

153 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by the Department for Social Security.

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely.

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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In the last 24 hours, a record number of swabs were taken in order to identify people positive with Covid-19.
In all, 585 swabs were taken in centres specifically set up for the purpose, at health centres, and at Mater Dei.
Because of these, 2 more individuals were identified as having the virus. A 35-year-old Maltese woman whose
relative returned from the UK with symptoms, and a 39-year-old Maltese man who had contact at his place of
work with an individual who was abroad and had symptoms. So far, the total of those who have resulted
positive for the virus in our country is 151. Three are currently at the ITU. The 61-year-old elderly person who
had been admitted to ITU has now been released, and now there is another person in the ITU who has Covid-19
symptoms but who has not yet been confirmed as being positive for the virus. The health authorities’ strategy
remains that of conducting more tests in order to find more cases so that these may be isolated at an early stage.

RECORD NUMBER OF TESTS 

A CRUCIAL TIME 

We are at a crucial juncture in the fight against the spread of Covid-19. It is more important than ever that
everyone follow our country’s health authorities’ advice to the letter. The relatively low number of new
coronavirus cases over the past few days does not mean anything. It is true that we are on the right path,
so much so that the World Health Organization gave Malta a certificate of excellence and stated that we
are a role model in terms of how the spread of Covid-19 should be contained. However, if we relax our
current vigilance we will be risking a regression in our present situation, with the spread accelerating and
an increase in restrictions. The more we obey the health authorities’ directives, the sooner we will get out of
the current spread of Covid-19. All of us have to play our part ceaselessly in this regard.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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After a report about persons who were allegedly staying at a hotel in Sliema which is supposed to be
closed through an enforcement notice, Malta Tourism Authority officials found that 80 foriegn workers
engaged on a local project were staying in it. The Authority ordered that these workers stay in alternative
accommodation. In fact, the company which employs these workers has already found them alternative
accommodation. It was also verified that these workers came to Malta before the mandatory quarantine
regulation was introduced. The case is in the hands of the health authorities should further verifications be
required.

ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATION 

Food and drinking establishments continued observing regulations to remain closed. In the last 24 hours,
470 inspections were carried out in Malta and 160 in Gozo. No breaches were found. The police was
called to break up groups of 5 people or more who were gathered in public. One can report abuses on
21692447. Meanwhile in the last 24 hours, 524 inspections were carried out around Malta and Gozo.
The Police, together with the Department of Health and the Civil Protection Department, found two
individuals breaking the law and these were fined €3,000 each. As ever, the appeal remains that
everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives that are being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS TO ENSURE
OBSERVANCE OF REGULATIONS 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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ARMS OFFICES TEMPORARILY CLOSED 

As of tomorrow, ARMS offices in Blata l-Bajda, Valletta, and Gozo will remain closed until further notice.
This measure is being taken in order to safeguard the lives of clients and employees in light of the spread of
Covid-19. Clients can still utilise ARMS’ services via 80072222 or customercare@arms.com.mt

LEGAL NOTICES AND COVID-19 

In less than two weeks, more than 30 legal notices or orders were issued to ensure the continued health
of Maltese people. In this unprecedented situation in the country, scientific evidence had to be evaluated in
order for such measures and restrictions to be introduced. Through legal means—via legal notices—measures
to ensure the health of those who are vulnerable, and those who are not, were taken. The mind formulating
these legal notices is that of the Office of the State Attorney.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by Malta Enterprise.

153 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by the Department for Social Security.

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely.

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
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Cabinet of Ministers agreed that new regulations should be enacted to address the situation of persons who
are not taking heed of the recommendations put forward by the health authorities. By means of a new
legal notice, it will be prohibited for groups of more than 3 persons to congregate in public places. In cases
where police came upon four or more persons together, these will each be fined one hundred euro. The
exceptions are queues waiting at bus stops and queues forming for one to access essential services such as
banks, although there is still an obligation in the legal notice for a two-metre distance between one person
and another to be kept.

FINES FOR GATHERINGS

WI-FI IN PUBLIC PLACES

Another decision that was taken is to limit the Wi-Fi service in public spaces, with the aim to lessen the presence
of groups of persons in these areas. The majority of the people are co-operating, but there are those who are not.
Governent will no longer tolerate obstruction of the valuable work that the country is carrying out against
Covid-19. To this end, police will increase their resources and, with the help of the cavalry and dogs sections,
as from tomorrow the situation of groups of persons who have decided to go on picnics, or in the countryside,
will be tackled. The responsibility to follow the directives that the health authorities are rolling out falls upon us all.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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In the last 24 hours, a record number of swabs were carried out  – a total of 637 – so that people positive
for Covid-19 could be identified. As a result of these tests, 5 other persons were identified to have contracted
the virus, one of whom in Gozo. 3 cases are the result of travel, and 2 as a result of local transmission. In all,
there are 156 persons in our country who have tested positive for the virus. There are 4 patients in ITU, one of
whom – an elderly person – remains in a critical state. The strategy of the health authorities remains for more
tests to be carried out so that more cases are unearthed, with the aim of isolating these cases in the initial
stages. It is important that those who are sent for the swab test remain home till the results are in.

TESTING ON THE INCREASE

Those persons who have a chronic illness that was listed as one of the conditions that make them vulnerable
to Covid-19, and who have not received the letter to remain home except for urgent necessities, are required
to send an email on covid19.vulnerable@gov.mt, together with a copy of their Yellow Card, so that health
experts may advise them what to do. Those who do not have access to e-mail should phone 111.

VULNERABLE PERSONS

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086

30/03/2020
ISSUE 19

INSPECTIONS

Food and drinks establishments continued to follow the regulations for their closure due to the spread of Covid-19.
However, several take-aways were warned to ensure that their clients keep an appropriate distance amongst
themselves. Clients were themselves asked to take note. In all, 660 inspections were carried out in the last
24 hours, for a total of 9,600 inspections. Abuses are to be reported on 21692447. As regards inspections on
those under obligatory quarantine, no persons were found to have broken the law. In all, 474 inspections in Malta
and Gozo were carried out. The appeal remains for one and all to remain responsible, and co-operate with the
directives being given by the authorities. 

AID MEASURES

Malta Enterprise applications for aid measures to companies, businessess, and the self-employed who have
all been affected by the measures taken against the transmission of Covid-19, have opened. These
applications can be found on the website covid19.maltaenterprise.com, where the 3 financial aid packages
announced by government are listed, along with the categories that have, up till now, benefited from these
aid measures. The website lists the schemes under which employers, or the self-employed, can benefit.
Applications will remain open for an indefinite time. Companies and businesses are to phone 144, or send an
e-mail on covid@maltaenterprise.com for more guidelines and help.
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by Malta Enterprise.

153 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by the Department for Social Security.

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely.

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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A new legal notice which will come into force next Friday will address non-essential travel between Malta
and Gozo. Besides screening for fever before one goes on board the ship, a new form of screening will be
introduced in order to ascertain one’s purpose for travelling between the two islands. Travel will only be
allowed for purposes of: 1.) Work; 2.) Medical reasons; 3.) In order to visit relatives recovering in hospital;
4.) Visits to relatives; 5.) Carriage of goods; and 6.) Returning to one’s ordinary residence. Travel undertaken
for the purposes of vacation, entertainment, or for day-tripping will not be allowed.

NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL TO
GOZO PROHIBITED

NEW CASES

From the 563 swabs taken in the last 24 hours, there were 13 persons who resulted as positive for the
Covid-19 virus. 5 of these were related to foreign travel while the other 8 were infected through local
transmission. All of them are in a good state of health. 5 of the 8 positive cases are linked to a person
who had some symptoms and still went to work. 3 of the persons were infected with the virus from him,
and the other 2 from those who were infected by it at the workplace. This is why it is important to emphasise
the need for those who feel symptoms to stay at home and call 111. The strategy remains that of increasing the
number of swabs—so far 6,934—in order to identify those with the virus at an early stage so that these may be
placed in quarantine. The number of Covid-19 cases has risen to 169. 
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8 persons were fined €100 each during the patrols that the Police is carrying out to ensure that there are no groups
of more than 3 persons in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the government. When groups of more
than 3 persons are found, these will be fined €100 each. Corp members, with vehicles, dogs, and horses were
today seen patrolling the streets of different towns and villages, in the countryside, and close to the seashore.
The Police is appealing to the public to do its part to reduce the spread of Covid-19 in order to observe the
regulations in the interest of everyone’s wellbeing. Meanwhile in the last 24 hours, 471 inspections were carried
out around Malta and Gozo. The Police, together with Department of Health and Civil Protection Department
officials, found six individuals breaking the law and these were fined €3,000 each. Since the inspections started,
the authorities have so far issued 49 fines for non-observance of mandatory quarantine. As ever, the appeal remains
that everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives that are being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS OF GROUPS 

The same hotel in Sliema which last Sunday was found to have 80 foreign workers residing in it was today
found to have another 11 persons residing in it by Malta Tourism Authority officials. The hotel is supposed
to be closed through an enforcement notice. Used rooms were also found in the hotel, among other
indications that there were more people residing in it. A request for the termination of electricity and
water supplies to the hotel has been made. Food and drinking establishments have been complying with
the regulations imposed for their continued closure. 550 inspections in total were carried out. One can
report abuses on 21692447.

INSPECTIONS ON ESTABLISHMENTS
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NEW TOOLS AT MATER DEI

A new online system—data dashboard—is being operated at Mater Dei so that doctors and specialists have
access to and share common information with a view towards greater efficiency and so that more timely
decisions are taken. In this manner, information regarding Covid-19 which comes from the laboratories is
immediately disseminated online so that professionals are able to take strategic decisions while maximising
resources. In the data dashboard, information is collected immediately from the ITU, the activity in the wards,
the emergency department, swabs, and age and sex-related analysis of patients—all under one umbrella.
The data dashboard has arrived at a time when the number of beds for Covid-19 patients at Mater Dei
has increased.

REPORTS TO THE POLICE

As from next Wednesday, the Police Corps will change its mode of operation in the way it deals with citizens
as a way of reducing the spread of Covid-19. In this manner, one will not need to physically report to a police
station in order to make a report which does not require the police’s immediate attention. Instead, one can
call on 2294 9999 or visit the website https://pulizija.gov.mt/opres or by email on pulizija@gov.mt. One can
also use the app 112mt which can be downloaded from the App Store (on iOS) or from Google Play
(on Android). The identity and the telephone number of those who make the report will always be asked for.
While taking all the necessary preventive measures, the Police Corps is determined to continue operating as
normal and provide a service to the community.
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by Malta Enterprise.

153 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by the Department for Social Security.

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely.

22944511/22944504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police.

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
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In the last 24 hours, there were 19 new cases of Covid-19 after 627 tests were conducted. As expected by the
health authorities, 14 were cases of local transmission. 5 were related to foreign travel. The total number of
people who have tested positive for the virus is now 188. All those who tested positive for the virus are in a good
state of health apart from two who remain in the ITU, with one of them in a critical state. The strategy remains
that for the number of Covid-19 patients to increase gradually rather than suddenly so that the health system can
keep up with and cure everyone. The appeal remains that those who feel symptoms of fever, coughing, a loss in
their sense of smell and taste, or shortness of breath, should call 111. It is important that until one receives the
result of the swab test, one remains at home and does not go out. 

NEW CASES

CLOSED AS A PRECAUTION

The LIDL supermarket in Safi has been temporarily closed until it is disinfected after one of its workers tested
positive for Covid-19. The shop was closed immediately in order for the cleaning to start as per the guidelines
given to the management, which cooperated fully with the measures given. The health authorities stated that
contact between the worker and clients was minimal and even though the risk of the clients contracting the
virus is minimal, the health authorities appealed to all those who went to this establishment between 26 and
30 March, and who have any coughing, shortness of breath, fever, or a loss in their sense of smell and taste,
to call 111. The shop will open again after approval from the health authorities.
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The Department of Industrial and Employment Relations is the regulator ensuring that wages and employment
conditions are being observed and that there are no abuses. The Department needs to grant permission to those
companies who, for some reason or other, cannot maintain the wage and normal conditions of their workers.
Two helplines have been launched in order to obtain information about work conditions, quarantine leave,
payment rates, reduced work hours, upnaid leave, forced leave, and collective redundancies. Employees may
call on 1575 while employers may call on 1576, or via email on info.dier@gov.mt

EMPLOYMENT CONDITIONS

13 persons were fined €100 each during the patrols that the Police are doing in order to ensure that there
are no groups of more than 3 people in public places as per the legal notice issued by the government.
Meanwhile six persons were found breaching mandatory quarantine during the 521 inspections carried
out by the police together with the Department of Health and the Civil Protection Department. The six
persons were fined €3,000 each. Since inspections started, 55 fines for breaches of mandatory quarantine
were issued. The appeal remains that everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives
being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS 
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PRIVATE RENTS

Since there are a number of landlords who are reducing their tenants’ rent during this difficult time in connection
with Covid-19, the Housing Authority has announced that it does not need to be informed about temporary
arrangements for the reduction of rent rates in connection with the present situation. Despite this, the Housing
Authority must still be immediately informed should there be a termination of the rent. The registration of rent
contracts may be done on rentregistration.mt. Fees for late contracts will not apply, while an adjusted
rent benefit is being given to families who have ended up jobless because of Covid-19.  

ESTABLISHMENTS REMAIN CLOSED

No food or drinking establishment was found to have broken the regulations for their continued clsoure in
order to reduce the spread of the coronavirus. In the last 24 hours, 745 inspections were carried out in Malta
and another 170 in Gozo by MTA officials. Since inspections started, 11,000 have been carried out.
There is a €3,000 fine each time an establishment is found open. The appeal remains for cooperation from
the public so as not to congegrate in groups outside take-aways and deliveries and to keep a 2 metre
distance between one person and the next. One may report abuses on 21692447.
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by Malta Enterprise.

153 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by the Department for Social Security.

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely.

22944511/22944504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police.

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
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There were 7 new Covid-19 cases in the last 24 hours, after 738 tests were carried out. 6 of the cases were the
result of local transmission, and thus this has confirmed the tendency for the virus to start being spread through
this manner, rather than through travel. In all, there are 195 persons who were positive for the virus. All patients
are in good condition of health. There are 2 patients in ITU, with a patient who previously was in critical
condition having taken a turn for the better. In Mater Dei there are 10 patients, with another 16 being recovered
in a private hospital, and the rest quarantined at home under medical observation.  The appeal by the Health
authorities remains for anyone who feels any symptoms, even if slight, not to report for work, and to call 111.
One should remain at home and not go out until the result is issued. 

NEW CASES

MORE TESTS

In Mater Dei, some 800 tests for Covid-19 can now start being conducted, and thus Health authorities’ capacity
to increase the number of tests has been solidified. Apart from Mater Dei, tests are also being conducted in 3
other specialized hubs: Luxol ground in Pembroke; Ħal Farruġ, and Xewkija Gozo. Up till today more than 8,297
swabs have been carried out. The strategy against the virus’s spread also allows for as many tests as possible
on people to be carried out. The more that tests are carried out, the more those who have the virus are found
so that no further persons are infected. WHO has praised the strategy that the country has adopted and has
termed Malta as a model in the fight against Covid-19.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086

02/04/2020
ISSUE 22

18 persons were each fined €100 during the rounds Police conducted in the last 24 hours to ensure no
gatherings exceeding 3 persons take place anywhere in public places, as per the legal notice issued by
Government. Meanwhile 10 persons have been caught breaking quarantine during the 440 inspections
carried out by Police, together with the Department of Health and Civil Protection, on those under obligatory
quarantine. These 10 persons have each been fined €3,000. 65 fines have been issued from when inspections
started. The appeal as always remains for each and every one of us to be responsible and co-operate with the
directives given by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THE QUARANTINED

Food and drinks establishments continued to follow the regulations for their closure, so that the spread
of coronavirus be contained. Yesterday, more than 720 inspections in 27 localities in Malta, and a further
160 inspections in 11 localities in Gozo were carried out. No infringements have been found. Nearly 12,000
inspections have been since carried out. Establishments that are caught breaking this regulation and open
their doors to clients are fined €3,000 each time they are caught doing so. Abuses are to be reported
on 21692447.

ESTABLISHMENTS CONTINUE TO
FOLLOW THE MEASURES
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MORE NEWS

Summer Carnival will not be held this year, even in the scenario where the spread of Covid-19 would have
diminished. Preparations for Summer Carnival ensue from months prior, but to safeguard social distancing
as announced by Health authorities, Festivals Malta said that it will not risk the health of the participants during
the months in which preparations are carried out. In the meantime, initiatives to help NGOs to be in a position
to serve the public more have been rolled out. A hotline – 79481120 – has been started, as well as an online
help desk: support.maltacvs.org. Services offered include providing answers about funds and services offered
by the Malta Council for the Voluntary Sector.

PROTECTION MEASURES

Protection measures that apply to the Pitkali vegetable market, fish market, and abattoir, were taken so
that both the buildings and the operations that are carried out in them safeguard against the spread of
Covid-19. Therefore, there will be limited access to these buildings; screening and temperature-reading
will apply before one gains access; an increase in the practices and procedures adopted, and an increase
in equipment and sanitary apparatus. A pilot project will also be launched with regards to consignments
of online orders from the pitkalija. These measures are part of the strategy both to safeguard the safety of
the food product, as well as the health of employees in these sectors. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086

02/04/2020
ISSUE 22

HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine

144 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by Malta Enterprise.

153 – For those who require information about the financial measures
administered by the Department for Social Security.

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely.

1575 – For employees to enquire about wages and conditions of work.

1576 – For employers to enquire about wages and conditions of work.

22944511/22944504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police.

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
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With the spread of Covid-19, the Police Corps is facing one of its biggest challenges in decades in view of
its ceaseless work to enforce the legal notices which are safeguarding the public’s health, this while at the
same time continuing its fight against criminality. The people acknowledge the Corps members’ work and
thank them for their heartfelt service, the long hours they are putting in, and the selfless dedication that
they are showing in these difficult times. We should all do our part to facilitate their work by obeying the
directives they give us and cooperating fully. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR WORK

NOT ONLY ENFORCEMENT

Besides local enforcement, LESA’s community workers have extended their efforts even when it comes to
the dissemination of medicines for persons who are in the Pharmacy of Your Choice scheme. Generally,
these are vulnerable people who have been asked to stay at home as a precaution against Covid-19.
Instead of going to a pharmacy, LESA workers deliver medicines to their homes. LESA has asked that,
for now, in instances of vehicular incidents which do not result in serious consequences, the drivers should
simply fill in the incident form on the street in order to avoid unnecessary contact between persons. 
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There were 7 new cases of Covid-19 in the last 24 hours so that now the total number of persons who tested
positive for the virus is 202. The 7 new patients are all in a very good state of health. In the ITU there is only one
person remaining. There are 8 patients in Mater Dei and 16 in a private hospital. The others are in mandatory
isolation at their homes. Among the new cases is an Italian individual who tested positive before giving birth. Both
she and her child are in a good state of health. There is also a Nigerian who lives at the Ħal Far open centre who
was not going to work. He, alongside 6 of his friends, are in quarantine. Another case is that of a person who
worked in the same shift as the Ħal Safi LIDL worker who had already tested positive.

NEW CASES

More ventilators which were ordered by the government to strengthen its capcity for curing patients and
for any eventuality which might arise have begun arriving and being set up at Mater Dei. At the same time,
the hospital’s laboratory is among the first in Europe which started using a sophisticated robotic machine
which can perform up to 800 tests a day for Covid-19. In fact, in the last 24 hours, swab tests surpassed
749. Since the spread of Covid-19 started, 9,043 tests in all have been made, and now with the new
machine they are expected to increase significantly. The health authorities are also awaiting verification
for kits which can show, via blood samples, if the person had contracted the virus, even if they never had
symptoms, and whether they acquired immunity against Covid-19.

TOOLS AGAINST COVID-19

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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ESTABLISHMENTS REMAIN CLOSED

Again, no food or drinking establishment was found to have breached the regulations enforcing their closure in
order to reduce the spread of Covid-19. In the last few hours, 945 inspections were carried out in a number of
localities in Malta and Gozo. Some of the inspections are being carried out twice in the same day. Food and
drinking establishments which are found breaching the regulations are fined €3,000 each time they are found
open. The appeal always remains that of cooperation, not just from establishment owners who must remain shut
down, but also from the general public which should not congregate outside establishments selling takeaway or
delivery products, but should instead always maintain a distance between each other. You can report abuses
on 21692447.

INSPECTIONS ON GROUPS AND
THOSE UNDER QUARANTINE

No one was found breaching the obligatory quarantine during the 425 inspections which were carried out
in the last few hours in Malta and Gozo. The appeal remains that everyone should be responsible and
cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities. However 4 persons were fined €100 each
during the patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there are no groups of more than 3 individuals
gathered together in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the government.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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There were 11 new cases in the last 24 hours, amongst whom are two elderly persons aged 66 and 74, a
two-year-old girl, and a case of another immigrant from the Ħal Far open centre which is unrelated to
yesterday’s case in the same open centre, all the result of local transmission. The total number of persons
who have tested positive for the virus in the country up till now is 213. All patients are in good condition of
health, although there are 3 patients in ITU. 10 patients are further being held in the Infectious Disease Unit
in Mater Dei, 2 in the psychiatric unit, 4 in Boffa hospital, and 16 in a private hospital. The rest are in isolation
at home. Meanwhile, the number of tests carried out has continued to increase, so much so that in the last
24 hours 659 swabs have been carried out, for a total that exceeds 9, 700.

NEW CASES

DISINFECTION MEASURES

Some one hundred employees of the Cleansing and Maintenance Division have altered operations so that
they are now offering their services in various localities in Malta on a 24-hour basis throughout the week.
Work carried out involves cleansing by means of water and disinfectant shot out of high pressure pumps.
Bus shelters, street furniture, infront of pharmacies, grocery stores, ATMs, and places normally frequented
by the public are being cleansed regularly. Particular attention is being given to the streets leading to the
swab centres. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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4 persons were each fined €100 during the rounds conducted by Police to ensure that no gatherings in public
places involving more than 3 persons take place in line with the legal notice issued by Government. Moreover,
for the second day in a row, no one was caught breaching obligatory quarantine during any of the 218 inspections
that were conducted in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for everyone to be responsible and cooperate with
the directives issued by the authorities. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED

Establishments continued to follow the regulations imposed with a view to limit the spread of Covid-19.
No establishment was caught breaking the rules during the 1270 inspections carried out in Malta and Gozo.
Officials from the Malta Tourism Authority have conducted more than 14, 000 inspections so far. The appeal
remains for co-operation, not only from owners of establishments that need to remain closed, but also from
the general public not to gather in groups infront of take-away or delivery establishments. Abuses are to be
reported on 21692447.

ESTABLISHMENTS CONTINUE
FOLLOWING MEASURES

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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COURT REGISTRY

Even though the Court Registry is closed as part of the measures against the spread of Covid-19, one may still
lodge an application without payment to the Registry. This applies for cases of personal separation, divorce,
annulment, alimony, filiation, paternity, child abduction or custody of children related to acts presented by ex
ufficio curators (including notes in the acts of these cases). The exemption from payment of the tariff for lodging
applications applies only in cases where the Registry is requested to open from Monday to Friday from
9am to 3pm. 

BIRTH REGISTRATIONS

As from 6th April, the way in which notifications of birth registrations is carried out will change. Registration needs to
be carried out through localnotifications.pubreg@gov.mt. After registration, Identity Malta officials will guide the
parents so that they, amongst other steps, send documents by registered post to the Office of Public Registry. The
documents required are 1) a filled-in formula for Birth Notification; 2) birth certificate obtained from hospital which is
signed by the midwife; 3) a copy of the Identiy Cards of the parents; 4) other documents as required by Public Registry;
5) a copy of the €2.60 payment to Identity Malta. The Birth Act is then sent by registered post to the parents so that
they may confirm that the details listed are correct. As soon as the parents sign the Act, this is then sent back to Public
Registry. Finally, parents will be notified that registration is complete, and the Birth Certificate can be ordered
from www.certifikati.gov.mt

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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With immediate effect, all the residents at the Ħal Far open centre will be placed under a 14-day mandatory
quarantine. This decision was taken after a risk assessment was made on a cluster of 8 positive cases which
had emerged at the centre between Friday and Sunday. These 8 persons were immediately placed under
isolation and the people who were in contact with them under quarantine. This quarantine for all the residents
is being done with the same rationale as with every other case in our country, that is, as an important means to
control the spread of the virus, and not as a matter of race, colour, or religion. The appeal to those who employ
the residents is to not encourage them to go to work as these will be breaking the regulations imposed upon them
by law. In fact, the medical presence at Ħal Far will be increased, with workers from the Department of Health as
well as from the Red Cross.

QUARANTINE AT THE ĦAL FAR
OPEN CENTRE

MORE RECOVERED AND NEW CASES

Three more patients have recovered from coronavirus in our country. These are a 12-year-old girl, a
55-year-old man, and a 23-year-old woman. This good news means that there are now a total of 5 patients
who have recoverd from Covid-19. Indeed, in the last few hours there were 14 new cases of Covid-19, including
an 86-year-old woman, all caused by local transmission. All 14 persons are in a good state of health. As part
of the stategy to control the spread of Covid-19, in the last 24 hours 656 swabs were taken in order to identify
those infected with the virus at an early stage and to isolate them immediately. The appeal remains that even
those presenting with light symptoms should not leave their homes and instead call 111.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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The present spread of Covid-19 cases is under control as it was during the last few weeks. The increase in case rates
has remained stable. The curve has also continued to increase, but slowly, and is giving the health authorities the
chance to attend to all coronavirus patients in order to cure them. This is confirmed by the state of health of Covid-19
patients in hospital. The present state does not mean that we should relax the measures put into force by the health
authorities nor our personal behaviour. It is important that we continue to be disciplined, cooperate with directives
given, and take care of both our health and those of others.

UNDER CONTROL BUT NO RELAXING
OF MEASURES
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81 persons were given a €100 fine each during patrols conducted by Police to ensure that there are no groups of
more than 3 people gathered in public places as per the legal notice issued by the government. In fact, for the
third day running, no one was found breaching the obligatory quarantine during the 478 inspections carried out
in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the
directives being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS ON GROUPS AND
THOSE UNDER QUARANTINE

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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REGISTRATION OF DEATHS

As from tomorrow, notifications of death may be submitted by sending an email to the Public Registry Office on
localnotifications.pubreg@gov.mt A person who is submitting the notification needs to collect the following
documents: 1) the filled-up form for the Declaration of the Notification of Death (which can be found on
www.identitymalta.com under the Public Registry Office); 2) the Death Certificate from the doctor; 3) the deceased
person’s idenitity card; 4) a copy of the identity card of the person submitting the notification; and 5) other
documentation as indicated by the Public Registry. Following this, one should send them via registered post to the
Public Registry Office, Evans Building, Merchants Street, Valletta. When the Public Registry Office processes the
notification, it informs the person who submitted the notification that the registration is finalised. The Death Certificate
may be ordered from www.certifikati.gov.mt 

FOUND OPEN

Two establishments were found to have breached the regulations imposed for them to remain closed in order to
reduce the spread of the coronavirus. One was a kiosk in Baħar iċ-Ċagħaq which was serving beer, and the other
was a bar in Ħamrun which was found with clients inside drinking and listening to music. The owners were fined
€3,000 each, with the Ħamrun bar also being served with an enforcement notice. In the last 24 hours, 1,030
inspections were carried out in the Maltese islands. One can report abuses on 21692447.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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After the Ħal Far open centre was quarantined, health authorities are devoting special attention to residents. In fact,
residents who are considered as vulnerable have already been moved, whilst tests are being conducted on all those
who have any symptoms for the virus. The 8 residents who tested positive for Covid-19 are in isolation, and remain in
good condition. Health authorities are undergoing symptom tracing and other prevention measures amongst
residents, so that the spread in the centres is contained. An information campaign in different languages has been
so that residents may be conscious of why quarantine is in force, what the symptoms of Covid-19 are, and the need
to keep distance from one another. In the meantime, police have identified the man – who tested positive for
Covid-19 – and took him to Boffa hospital. Police have established that the man had no contact with any other person
outside the Ħal Far centre. 

THE SITUATION IN THE ĦAL FAR
OPEN CENTRE

PROTECTION MEASURES

In efforts to communicate with the various communities in Malta as much as possible, the Police have started
to disseminate information posters on measures that help to control the spread of Covid-19. These posters,
which are being put up in various spots, are in Maltese, English, Italian, French, Serbian, and Arabic. The
message reflects the prevention directives Health authorities have rolled out. They ask for one to keep their
distance, remain at home, not to shake hands or embrace one another, and for no group gatherings to
take place. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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There were 14 new Covid-19 cases, including 4 patients older than 60, all the result of local transmission. There is
also a case involving a Gozitan woman, who is being held in the Gozo General Hospital. There were also 3 new
cases of patients who are in Mount Carmel hospital All persons are in good condition of health. These new cases
were unearthed after 555 swab tests were carried out. There are a total of 3 patients at the Mater Dei ITU, a
further 8 are recovered in Mater Dei, 16 in Boffa hospital, 2 in Mount Carmel hospital, and 20 patients recovered
in a private hospital. The rest of the patients are in obligatory quarantine in their home. The five patients who
recovered from Covid-19, amongst whom are a 12-year-old girl in what was the first Covid-19 case in Malta, are
also all still in quarantine to ensure that the virus is not transmitted in any way. 

NEW CASES

In a time where everyone is remaining home and physical exercise is more necessary than ever, Sport Malta
has launched some 35 physical exercise clips in various sport disciplines. Thus, athletes, and even those who
are not, will be able to perform physical exercises without the need to go out of their homes. In all, 5 physical
exercise clips will be streamed daily, all under the qualified supervision of Sport Malta coaches. Clips will be
updated daily. Live lessons will also be given specifically for Skola Sport athletes. One can view these videos
by visiting www.sportmalta.org.mt. These virtual lessons by Sport Malta will go on even when the situation
in the country is back to normal. 

#BEACTIVE AT HOME 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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INSPECTIONS ON ESTABLISHMENTS

An establishment in Bormla was caught serving beverages to various clients during one of the insepctions that
are being conducted by Malta Tourism Authority officials. The establishment owner was fined €3000 for breaking
regulations to keep doors shut as part of the measures to control the spread of Covid-19. In all, in the last 24 hours,
370 inspections have been carried out, for a total that has surpassed 16,000. Abuses are to be reported
on 21692447.

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED 

35 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous inspection rounds Police are conducting to ensure that no
gatherings of more than 3 persons take place, as according to the legal notice that Government issued. Moreover,
for the fourth day in a row, no one was caught breaching obligatory quarantine during the 502 inspections that
were conducted in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for each and every one of us to be responsible and
co-operate with the directives that are being rolled out by the authorities. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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In the last 24 hours there were 52 positive cases, 48 in Malta and 4 in Gozo. This means that there are now 293
Covid-19-positive cases in our country. The 52 persons have been isolated and contact tracing is being done so that
all those who had contact with them are tested and placed under quarantine. The health authorities have not been
taken by surprise by today’s figure. In the modelling being done, a 300-sum figure was predicted to have been
reached last week. The fact that this development happened a few days later means that the measures introduced,
in accordance with scientific evidence, are being observed properly by the people. The appeal remains that everyone
should remain disciplined in their observance of the measures introduced with the aim that the situation remains under
control and the health services in a position to keep up with the demand. Success depends on each and everyone of us. 

A FIGURE WE WERE EXPECTING

DETAILS OF THE NEW CASES

The 27 men and 25 women who tested positive for coronavirus, all the result of local transmission, were
discovered after a record 825 tests were conducted in the last 24 hours. The aim is that testing will increase to
a 1,000 per day in our country. The more tests are conducted by the health authorities, the more persons with
virus can be found in order to be isolated and to reduce the spread of the virus. In fact, none of today’s 52 cases
were related to the Ħal Far open centre. This does not mean that there will be no more positive cases from this
cenre. Indeed, the risk analysis conducted has shown that we may have more residents testing positive and it
was for this reason that the centre was placed under quarantine.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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New and more intense tests are being conducted on frontline workers in the fight against Covid-19 in order to
ensure that both they and their relatives are further protected. Two new helplines have been launched so those
who have not been informed may take the test, and these may call in order to have their swabs taken. Healthcare
workers who work at Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo can call on 2545 1111. Workers in Primary
Health Care, the Gozo General Hospital, and Mount Carmel Hospital should call 2364 5002. The helpline 1770
was also launched for those needing mental help, and as from next Thursday it will operate 24 hours a day. 

NEW SERVICES

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086

Maltese who are abroad are encouraged to return to Malta by not later than Sunday 12 April. There will
be specially designated flights from Heathrow, London and Frankfurt, Germany. Those who remain abroad
after 12 April must take the responsibility for the risk taken and there is no guarantee of repatriation after
that date. Maltese who are abroad may use any available commercial flight. They are to send their flight
itinerary and a copy of their passport to sitcen.fea@gov.mt in order to reserve their repatriation flight from
Heathrow or Frankfurt. This also applies to foreign citizens who have a valid resident permit in Malta. These
are to send their flight details, passport copy, and residence card to sitcen.mfea@gov.mt.Those who cannot
travel because of lockdowns should inform sitcen.mfea@gov.mt or call on 00356 2204 2200.

RETURN BACK

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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INSPECTIONS ON ESTABLISHMENTS

No food or drinking establishment was found open breaking the regulations imposed upon them to reduce the
spread of Covid-19 during the 1,300 inspections carried by MTA officials in the last 24 hours. Food and drinking
establishments found open for clients will be fined €3,000 each every time they are found open. The appeal
remains that the public should not congegrate in public in front of take-aways and deliveries but keep a distance
between a person and another. One can report abuses on 21692447.

INSPECTIONS ON THOSE UNDER
QUARANTINE

8 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there are no
groups of more than 3 individuals gathered in public places as per the legal notice issued by the government. In fact,
for the fifth day running, no one was found breaking the mandatory quarantine during the 496 inspections carried
out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the
directives being given by the authorities.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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A 92-year-old Gozitan woman, who was positive for Covid-19, has died at the Gozo General Hospital. The woman
had been suffering from a number of conditions, including those related to her kidneys, diabetes, heart problems,
and others. Thus, she was one of the extremely vulnerable persons who, if they contracted Coronavirus, complications
could ensue. Government sent its condolences to this family. The appeal that Malta is no different to other countries
was re-iterated, and therefore each and every one of us should follow the health authorities’ directives rigorously,
chief amongst which is to leave our home only in case of urgent necessity, including the end of this Easter week.

SAD NEWS

A RECORD NUMBER OF TESTS

In the last 24 hours, a record number to swabs were carried out – 993 in all, on persons suspected of having
Covid-19, with 6 resulting positive. Amongst these, there is a month-old infant, and a 63-year-old elderly
person. All are in good condition. The infant resulted positive in Mater Dei, and it has been confirmed that no
other infants are involved. Up till now, there are moreover no Covid-19 cases in St Vincent de Paul, or in any of
the government elderly people’s homes, which have been closed to visitors as a precaution. Although the
number of 6 cases may seem small for a day’s tally, this means very little. With a total of 299 Covid-19 cases in
the country, Health authorities are forecasting that cases will increase further in the coming days. We must all
do our part and follow the directives rolled out, so that Covid-19 cases do not spike, and thus the health system
can cope with all Covid-19 patients in hospitals.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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More  than €1.1 million in social benefits that were announced by Government for employees affected by the
Covid-19 transmission’s impact have already been paid out. In all, nearly 6,000 applications for benefits were
made. Amongst these are 4,449 applications for parents’ benefit, 423 applications for benefits for disabled persons,
279 applications for benefits to those who were made redundant, and 169 applications for medical benefits. More than
half of these applications have already been processed, and more than 2,400 already paid out. Payments are being
made every week. Those whose application has not yet been processed will still be paid, with arrears. 20,000 other
persons have benefitted from free food distribution financed by government.

SOCIAL BENEFITS PAYMENTS

130 officials of the Correctional Services Agency are now working, and living, for a week’s consecutive
work, at the Kordin Correctional Facility. They will be changed once a week. This measure is intended so
that, at a time when Covid-19 cases have increased, contact with the outside world will be decreased, with
the Agency’s employees being changed once a week instead of daily. As a measure against the spread of the
virus, the facility has stopped visits by relatives to residents, although alternative communication means
between residents and their relatives have been enacted.  

MEASURES FOR CORRECTIONAL
FACILITY

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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INSPECTIONS ON ESTABLISHMENTS

Two snack bars, one in Żejtun, and the other in Ħal Għaxaq, were caught open and serving clients, in breach
of regulations to limit the spread of Covid-19. The owners were each fined €3000. In the last 24 hours, more
than 880 inspections on food and drinks establishments in the Maltese islands were carried out, so that from
when regulations were laid out, more than 18,400 inspections have now been carried out. Abuses are to be
reported on 21692447.

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED

4 persons were each fined €100 after they were found in groups of more than 3 during the continuous rounds
Police are conducting to make sure no gatherings involving more than 3 persons take place in public places, as
according to the legal notice issued by Government.  In the meantime, more than ten thousand inspections on
those persons who had to observe obligatory quarantine have been conducted from when inspections started.
In the last 24 hours, 239 inspections have been conducted, and a person breaching obligatory quarantine was
found. The appeal remains for each and every one of us to be responsible and co-operate with the directives
rolled out by the authorities.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – For those who need mental help

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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So far, 62,766 jobs have been saved by the government’s strong financial package to help companies hit by the
economic consequences of Covid-19. 52,703 are full-time workers and more than 10,000 are part-timers. As from
next week, these will start to be given the payment due to them with retroactive effect from 9 March. For full-timers
the supplement is €800 whereas for part-timers it is €500. So far there have been 9,474 applications from the
self-employed and 2,877 from companies to benefit from the Covid-19 wage supplement. This investment in workers’
wages in the months of March and April amounts to one hundred million euros. 

TRUST AND SOLIDARITY

ANOTHER DEATH

Another elderly person, a 79-year-old man, became the second Covid-19 victim in this country only a few
hours after the death of a 92-year-old Gozitan who also had the virus. The elderly person was being treated
at Karen Grech Hospital and, like yesterday’s victim, already had several serious health complications prior to
being infected with the virus. When he was admitted to hospital he already had a fever and after being tested
he was found positive. The Government passed on its condolences to the family. We are no different to any
other country. As such, it is of absolute importance that the populace, particularly the elderly and vulnerable
persons, follow to the letter the advice given by the health authorities. We have to pull the same rope to take
care of each other. On the eve of the Easter weekend we should ensure that we leave our homes only for
urgent needs.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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Another 11 persons recovered from Covid-19 so that now the total number of those who recovered is 16. Those who
recovered from the virus will remain in quarantine as a precuation for another fifteen days. There were 38 new patients
who tested positive for Covid-19 from the 1,018 tests conducted in the last 24 hours. The ages of the new patients vary
from 4 to 69. There are also two pregnant women, two children, and an elderly Gozitan who already had underlying
health conditions. The new cases were all ones of local transmission. This means that, so far, 337 persons have tasted
positive for the virus.

MORE RECOVERIES AND NEW CASES

Clients who frequented the Piscopo Cash & Carry establishment in Paola from 6 April onwards should be
serve as their own doctors and, should they have a fever or other symptoms, call 111, this after a worker at
the establishment tested positive for Covid-19. The health authorities are in contact with the establishment
with regard to the disinfection of the place. Another establishment which was closed and disinfected as a
precaution is Scan Malta where two workers tested positive for the virus. The supermarket Valyou and part
of the Playmobil factory was also disinfected after cases of Covid-19 were found among the workers.

BE YOUR OWN DOCTOR

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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INSPECTIONS

38 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there are
no groups of more than 3 individuals gathered in public places as per the legal notice issued by the government.
In fact, no one was found breaking the obligatory quarantine during the 517 inspections carried out in the last
24 hours. While tomorrow is a public holiday, the appeal remains that everyone should remain responsible and
cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities. In the meantime a snack bar at San Pawl il-Baħar
was found open serving clients and was fined €3,000 for breaking the regulations ordaining its closure in order
to reduce the spread of Covid-19. In all, 1,950 inspections were carried out in the Maltese islands. One may report
abuses on 21692447.

VISITS AT MATER DEI

For now visits to patients at Mater Dei have been suspended. This preventive and control measure was taken to
safeguard patients and workers at the hospital because of the spread of Covid-19. The exception will be for
children recovering at the hospital or in extraordinary circumstances. In these cases, hospital staff will be informing
the relatives in question. Even though this measure will be difficult for patients and their loved ones, everyone must
recognise that this is an essential measure taken in everyone’s interest. This measure had already been introduced
at St Vincent de Paul and at state homes for the elderly. Even the Gozo General Hospital will, as from tomorrow,
suspend visits to patients as a precautionary and control measure because of Covid-19. From Monday 13 April,
outpatient and clinic services will be transferred to the Barts Medical School.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – For those who need mental help

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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No irregular immigrant disembarkations in our country will be allowed, both by non-governmental organisations, as well
as through any sea-craft or other sea-vessel. Cabinet of Ministers has taken this decision in light of the pressures that the
spread of Covid-19 is making, and at a time where the country has declared a Public Health Emergency. Government’s
communiqué states that Malta is not in a position to guarantee resources for saving operations of irregular immigrants,
and therefore it is in the interest and responsibility of these same immigrants not to risk their lives by undertaking a risky
voyage to approach a country that is not in a position to offer them safe sanctuary. More disembarkations of irregular
immigrants, who may also have the virus, will seriously prejudice the work taken to limit the spread of Covid-19 in the
country. Government reminds one and all that travel to our country has even been suspended by closing down the airport
and ports, and all local resources, including the Army, will be focused against the spread of Covid-19. 

COVID-19 AND IRREGULAR
IMMIGRATION

VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION

An assistance scheme to foreigners who are resident, or on a temporary basis, to Malta and wish to return to their
country, has been announced. This voluntary repatriation scheme also applies to foreigners who have a residence
permit, as well as for foreigners who are in Malta for reasons of work, education, or familial reasons.
EU citizens, and those who are not, and who are interseted in these repatriation flights, are to register on
foreignandeu.gov.mt/apply till Sunday 19th April. Details of these flights will be annuonced in the coming weeks.
Government is subsidizing these flights, even those outside the Europe, on a humanitarian basis, and thus payment
for these flights will be nominal. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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There were 13 cases of persons who tested positive for Covid-19, so that the total is now 350. Amongst these positive
cases there is an elderly 83-year-old woman at the Gozo hospital, and another 88-year-old elderly person at St Vincent
de Paul. Both persons have other medical conditions. Amongst the cases there are also 2 carers who work at the Gozo
hospital and 2 healthcare workers at Zammit Clapp hospital. An 8-year-old Syrian boy and his relative were also
amongst those who tested positive yesterday. The month-old infant who was positive yesterday is is good condition.
The number of cases is progressing according to the model employed by the Health authorities. The measures that
were taken to limit the virus spread are working, and the situation is under control. All, however, depends on the extent
to which we follow the measures in the interest of the health of each and every one of us. 

NEW CASES

59 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure no gatherings
of more than 3 persons take place in public areas, as per the legal notice issued by Government. In the
meantime, no one was found breaching obligatory quarantine during the 232 inspections that were
conducted in the last 24 hours. Although these are festive days, the appeal remains for one and all to be
responsible and co-operate with the directives that are being issued by the authorities. In the meantime
food and drinks establishments have followed the regulations to continue having their doors closed.
No establishment was found to be open during any of the 850 inspections that were conducted in the Maltese
islands. Abuses are to be reported on 21692447.

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS
AND THOSE QUARANTINED

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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HELPLINE FOR MENTAL HEALTH

1770 is the new helpline that is available 24 hours a day to provide help and support to persons who are
experiencing mental health problems during the period of Covid-19 spread. Supporting the 1770 service are more
than 30 professionals ready to provide help and support, and if needs be, to refer that person to psychological help.
This helpline was set up by the Ministry for Health, in collaboration with the Richmond Foundation. The appeal,
even for those who have never had mental health problems, is to use the 1770 service rather than staying quiet. 

THANKING PUBLIC
CLEANSING WORKERS

Cleaning and disinfecting are as important as social distancing and the washing of hands to limit the spread of
Covid-19. Some 100 employees of the Cleansing and Maintenance Division Directorate are working 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, to clean and disinfect the places frequented by the public most. Up till now, they have regularly
disinfected some 500 bus shelters, street furniture, areas in front of pharmacies and supermarkets, and 12,000
kilometres of pavements. This impeccable work was appreciated by the Prime Minister during a visit to the
Directorate employees in Kordin, where he personally thanked them for the dedication and service they are giving
to the nation. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01
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cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – For those who need mental help

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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We are entering two very crucial weeks. During these Easter holidays and the days that follow, we have a simple
choice ahead of us. Either we are very disciplined, responsible, and follow the directives given by the health
authorities, or more restrictive measures have to be imposed. This is a make or break period. If we obey, we will be
able to move on from this period rapidly. If we relax our attitude, we will remain in this situation longer and the
authorities have made it clear that from next week more restrictive measures would have to be announced. The
heroes in the health sector are doing sterling work and we cannot be the ones to undermine them by leaving our
homes and running about. Together we can do this—it is in our hands.

THE CHOICE IS IN OUR HANDS

ANOTHER VICTIM

An elderly 84-year-old person became the third victim of Covid-19 in our country. He was taken to Mater Dei
yesterday suffering from shortness of breath and was discovered to be positive following tests. As with the previous
two victims, he suffered from underlying health conditions. Despite various attempts, the elderly person’s condition
continued to worsen until he died this morning. The government passed on its condolences to his relatives. The appeal
remains that the elderly and vulnerable persons do not leave their homes. Their relatives should also not visit them in
order to prevent the risk of infecting them with Covid-19. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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There were 20 new cases testing positive for Covid-19 so that now the total of those who have resulted positive for
the virus is 370. Among those who tested positive were some who did not even have a single symptom. Among today’s
cases is that of a woman who went to buy from a shop where there was a Covid-19 case and who, when she already
had symptoms, went to visit a relative at his home. There was also another case of a man who went to the same shop.
Other cases include a cleaner and a carer at the Gozo General Hospital, a carer at Karen Grech, as well as a care
worker in the community. The number of tests taken has also continued to accelerate and 1,288 swabs were taken in
the last 24 hours.

NEW CASES

10 of today’s 20 new cases are residents of the Ħal Far open centre which has been under quarantine for
almost a week after 8 cases were found there. Most of those who are positive with the virus are of a young
age and are not expected to have difficulties recovering. The quarantine took place in accordance with a
plan to safeguard the residents and to ensure that there is no contact with the communiy. In Ħal Far there
are already Red Cross facilities and the health authorities are continuing to improve the facilities. It was also
verified that none of the immigrants who were saved yesterday were positive with the virus, although these
will still be kept 14 days in quarantine detention.

QUARANTINE AT ĦAL FAR

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S KITCHEN

Meals are being delivered from the kitchen of the Presidential Palace to Mater Dei employees as an act of
solidarity during this period when they are working long hours away from their families in order to treat Covid-19
patients as well as other patients. For the occasion of the Easter festivities, the Presidential kitchen will be baking
foods related to Easter as a token of appreciation for the acts of heroism being exhibited by healthcare workers.
Indeed, President George Vella has also forfeited a month’s wage and offered this money instead to be used by
the government as it sees fit during these unique circumstances that we find ourselves in.

INSPECTIONS ON GROUPS AND
ESTABLISHMENTS

One person was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 272 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours.
34 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there are no
groups of more than 3 persons gathered in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the government. Despite
this being a festive period, the appeal remains that everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the
directives being issued by the authorities.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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A further 28 persons have recovered from Covid-19 in the country. This positive news means that till now, a total of
44 persons are free of this virus after they have resulted negative for the coronavirus test for two times in the space
of 24 hours. Some of the persons who tested negative for the virus will still remain in quarantine, so that permission by
the health authorities that they may go out again in society may be issued.

RECOVERY FROM COVID-19

NEW CASES

There were a total of 8 new cases of persons who tested positive for Covid-19, with the total now climbing to
378 cases. Amongst these new cases there are two elderly persons of 73 and 74 years, and two other residents of Ħal
Far open centre, who tested positive after 23 tests were conducted amongst the residents there. Health authorities
and the Red Cross are continuing to monitor the health situation of the residents and their medical condition day by
day. Health authorities are also continuing with their strategy to unearth new cases in the community, so as to limit the
spread and isolate those who contract the virus. In the last 24 hours, more than 1,000  tests have been conducted.
17,057 swabs have been carried out since the outbreak of the virus. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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In the past hours, the Government of Malta was involved in meetings with Libya, Germany, Italy, Spain, and France,
where it formally presented its position on immigration. A decision that is not borne out of racial sentiment, but from
the necessity to focus all the country’s resources against Covid-19. Spain and Italy closed their ports a few days before
the Maltese decision was taken. During these talks, the notable challenges the virus is posing on Malta  have been laid
out, especially with regards to the health sector and law enforcement. It was said that the European Union needs to
ensure that people traffickers do not take advantage of the instable situation in Libya, and not to let them continue
with their business of sending more people to Malta. 

MALTA’S POSITION

104 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure there are no
gatherings involving more than 3 persons in public places, as per the legal notice issued by Government.
On Easter Day, no one was found breaching obligatory quarantine during any of the 230 inspections that
were carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for everyone to be responsible and co-operate
with the directives that are being laid out by the authorities. Yesterday, during inspections on establishments,
a snack bar in Ħamrun was caught open serving clients in breach of regulations and was fined €3000.
Similar abuses are to be reported on 21692447.

INSPECTIONS

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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MOVEMENT CLASSES

Elderly and vulnerable persons who are remaining home on the advice of the Health authorites now have another
means at their disposition to carry out exercise in their own homes. Telehealth Physio is a 20-minute programme
that is being broadcast everyday between 10am and 4.30pm on TVM2 that is aimed to diminish the physical
deterioration of elderly and vulnerable persons who are at home. These exercises are intended to improve
muscle health, mobility, and equilibrium, so that elderly and vulnerable persons may continue where they left off
once everything returns back to normal. 

ELDERLY PERSONS CHEERED UP
BY THE POLICE 

Easter Day was celebrated by a gesture of love by the Police Corps towards residents of elderly persons’ homes,
who have been staying inside for several weeks as one of the measures intended to spare the vulnerable from
Covid-19. The police band visited elderly persons’ homes in Fgura, Bormla, Mosta, Ħal Balzan, and Naxxar, where
several popular medleys were played to boost the morale of elderly persons, who are also doing their part to
limit Covid-19. 
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information
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If the European Union does not launch an urgent humanitarian mission in Libya, there will be a human tragedy in the
Mediterranean in the coming days and weeks. Today, Malta proposed to the European Union a humanitarian
emergency package to supply Libya and the immigrants there with food, medicines, and medical aid provisions.
The situation in Libya is deteriorating and the demand for people to escape might increase exponentially. The Maltese
proposal to Europe is that of offering aid to immigrants in Libya and to fight human trafficking. As it always has done,
Malta is ready to play its part, however, given the spread of Covid-19 and with the ports of Malta, Italy, and Spain now
closed, the immigration challenge demands a European response and not that of a small, single country. There is a
need for the European Union to not let the crisis explode and to take immediate action in order to avoid a human
catastrophe.

A MALTESE PROPOSAL

NEW CASES 

There were 6 new cases of Covid-19 after more than a 1,000 tests were made in the last few hours. Among these
there is an immigrant at the Ħal Far open centre and a worker from Nepal. The health authorities made it clear that
the spread of Covid-19 is accelerating and that everyone should remain disciplined with regard to all directives
currently in place. The virus is spreading via local transmission and as such it is important to stay at home and to
protect the elderly and vulnerable persons. In all, there are 384 persons who tested positive for the virus. 2 are at
the ITU, 10 at Mater Dei, 17 at Boffa Hospital, 16 at a private hospital, 2 at Mount Carmel, 1 at St Vincent de Paul, and
1 at the Gozo General Hospital. The rest of the patients are in isolation at their homes under medical observation.
To this day, 44 persons who had tested positive have recovered from the virus.
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50 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there are no
groups of more than 3 persons in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the government. Indeed, no one was
found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 639 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains
that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS ON GROUPS AND
THOSE UNDER QUARANTINE 

Everyday, a number of diverse workers from various sectors, like their compatriots in the hospitals and the
disciplined corps, are working 24 hours a day throughout the week in order to provide essential services.
Among these are power generation and water supply workers. Currently, Enemalta and Water Services
Corporation workers are doing their part too so that, besides hospitals and homes for the elderly, during
a time when more people than ever are gathered in their homes, they ensure a continuous electricity and
water supply. They are working behind the scenes but they are indispensable.

AN INDISPENSABLE CONTRIBUTION
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DIER CONTINUES WORKING

As from 15 April, the Department of Industrial and Employment Relations will temporarily close its doors in order
to safeguard the public’s as well as its worker’s health. It will instead be providing telephonic and online services.
DIER already has helplines in place—1575 (for employees) and 1576 (for employers)—as well as the email address
info.dier@gov.mt in order to, among other things, offer guidance and clarifications to employees and employers
during these particular circumstances that our country is going through. By law, any change in workers’
employment conditions requires DIER’s permission before coming into force.

E-BOOKS 

Even though its doors are currently closed because of the spread of Covid-19, Malta Libraries is offering the facilities
through which one might loan e-books. Those who are interested should log onto www.maltalibraries.gov.mt for
more information about the services offered. The website maltalibraries.overdrive.com and the reading app LIBBY
provide free access to over 8,000 free ebooks, audiobooks, and magazines. Those already subscribed may register
their membership card with Malta Libraries. Those who are not members may apply online without the need of
visiting their local library.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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By means of a new legal notice by the Ministry for Health, in collaboration with the Ministry for Finance, banks have
been ordered to suspend loan repayments by persons who have been rendered economically vulnerable due to the
negative effects of Covid-19. This 6-month moratorium serves as respite to families and businesses on capital and
interest. Those who have a loan may apply to defer capital and interest payments, or they may opt to continue
paying the interest only. After the moratorium expires, payments which have not been made will not be required
immediately, since the loan term can be extended by a maximum of six months more than originally agreed by with
the bank. Applications for this moratorium, which are to be made by the end of next June, are to be made through
the bank which has lent, or will lend, the money.

SUSPENSION OF LOAN REPAYMENTS

COMPUTER LOANS AND FREE
INTERNET

250 computers will be loaned to students who do not have access to one, and they will also be provided with free
internet access so that they may continue their studies in these particular circumstances created by the spread of
coronavirus. Access to free internet, which will cost some €40,000, will also apply to church school students who
find themselves in need. This scheme is tied to those who are on Scheme 9 – of whom threre are some 500 - and
who have continued to receive food in their homes provided by government daily. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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There were 9 new cases of persons who tested positive for Covid-19; a lesser number than other weeks, but one
which does not mean anything as in a small populaton like Malta’s, it is natural that there is variation in numbers,
and there is no indication so far that the spread of the virus was a controlled one. Amongst today’s cases, there is
a carer who tested positive during the test that is carried out before she started work in an elderly persons’ home.
There were a further 3 cases at the Ħal Far open centre, which is under quarantine, with residents being tested and
immediately isolated if they test positive for the virus. These last cases were all the result of local transmission in the
community. In all, there are 393 cases of patients who tested positive for Covid-19. There are 2 patients recovered
at the Mater Dei ITU, one on ventilator in stable condition, and the other currently under observation. 

NEW CASES

27 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure that no gatherings
involving more than 3 persons take place in public places, as per the legal notice issued by Government. In the
meantime, no one was caught breaching obligatory quarantine during any of the 738 inspections that were
carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for each and every one of us to be responsible and co-operate
with the directives that are being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS
AND THOSE QUARANTINED

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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BE THE ARTIST

Children under 16 years of age can take part in a Heritage Malta arts competition that will focus on 5 particular
themes. The first theme will be a prehistoric theme, where children – accompanied by their parents – will be given
guidelines, indications, and resources to inspire them to be creative. These artistic works (drawings, craft work, etc)
can then be posted on the Heritage Malta Facebook page. The competiton will run until mid-June. The best 10
submissions from each theme will be uploaded on the Heritage Malta website, and later on this year, these
works will be exhibited in MUŻA. Heritage Malta is also offering the facility for one to virtually visit 35 museums
and other sites through heritagemalta.org/.

REPATRIATION

The 2204 2800 helpline and repatriation.mfea@gov.mt email have been set up to continue providing every form
of assistance to foreign citizens, both those from the European Union and from outside, who wish to be repatriated
to their countries. Foreign citizens can apply on a voluntary basis to return to their country on flights that will be
heavily-subsidized by government. Foreign citizens who are in Malta for reasons of work, education, or familial
reasons have until Sunday 19th April to submit their application on foreignandeu.gov.mt/apply. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

14/04/2020
ISSUE 34

HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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According to the International Monetary Fond, Malta will suffer the least negative economic impact among
Eurozone countries. The reduction in our country’s economic strength is expected to be three times less than the
European average, while the country’s economy is expected to grow by 7% next year, that is, one and a half times
more than the rest of the Eurozone. As a result of this economic state, the unemployment rate in our country is
forecasted to remain less than half of the average observed in the rest of Europe. These results reflect the Maltese
government’s strong fiscal commitment which is expected to reach almost 8.5% of the GDP. It is among the biggest
economic stimulus packages in the world.

THE ECONOMY AFTER COVID-19

NEW CASES

In the last few hours there were 6 new cases of Covid-19, among which were 3 residents in the Ħal Far open centre
where tests are ongoing in order to identify positive cases and isolate them immediately. The other 3 were a student,
a government clerk, and a clerk in a Gozitan hotel. The health authorities have once again warned that the number
of cases mean nothing as the spread is still ongoing and the virus has not yet been contained. In these times and
extraordinary circumstances, the health authorities appealed for all those who feel anxious to call on the 1770
helpline in order to be given emotional support by professionals who can help them adapt to the situation. Since the
helpline was launched, more than 350 persons have used the service for emotional support and mental wellbeing.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With more than 20,000 tests having been made for the Covid-19 virus, Malta still has the third-highest testing rate
for the virus in the world. Published research has confirmed that Malta just places behind Iceland and Luxembourg in
the number of tests being made to ensure that positive patients are immediately isolated in order to reduce the
spread of the virus. It is only through this manner that local transmission is prevented from accelearting. On average,
in Malta one person in 39 has been tested. The health authorities set up 4 test centres while robotic apparatus was
bought in order to process up to 800 tests a day.

SWABS FOR COVID-19

Primary Health Care has set up 2 centres to provide support services to clients who have questions on subjects
of a medical nature or to address doctor house visits to the Telemedicine Centre. The centres operate 24 hours
a day throughout the week. The Telemedicine Centre also takes care of the medical monitoring of
Covid-19 patients who are sent into quarantine at their homes after these recover, as well as patients who are
in quarantine at their homes. One may use these services by calling 21 222 444 or 21 231 231. 

TELEMEDICINE SERVICES

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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CUSTOMS SERVICES

Customs will also be eliminating physical contact from its services as a measure against the spread of Covid-19.
The Customs Department will temporarily close its doors on these days: Tuesday: the Alcohol Beverages Unit
and the Tariffs & Quotas Office; Wednesday: the Tabocco Products Unit and the Non-Harmonised Goods Unit;
and Thursday: the Valuations Office and the Excise Rebates Processing Office. Instead, the Customs Department
will still be providing these services via telephone and online. Out of office services will still be provided.

INSPECTIONS ON GROUPS AND
THOSE UNDER QUARANTINE

13 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing in order to ensure that
there are no groups of more than 3 people gathered in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the
government. Indeed, no one was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 696 inspections carried out
in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the
directives being issued by the authorities.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information
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A further 38 persons have recovered from Covid-19. This is the second piece of good news this week, after last
Easter Sunday, 28 other patients were announced to have recovered from Covid-19. In total, the number of persons
who have recovered from the virus has now risen to 82. A person is considered to have recovered after testing
negative for 2 tests within a 24 hour time-frame. Those who recover still need to remain in quarantine for some
days as a precaution, so that subsequently, health authorities will issue them with the permit allowing them to go
out once again. 

A FURTHER 38 RECOVER

NEW CASES

There were 13 patients who tested positive for Covid-19, after more than 1,022 swabs were carried out in the
previous hours. Amongst the new cases there is a 92-year-old woman who is being kept at Mater Dei, and who is
in stable condition. Another positive case was that involving a woman who delivers items to houses, and 4 residents
of Ħal Far open centre. It has been confirmed that the month-old infant is in good condition, and that there is a patient
on ventilator in ITU, and another case that is being monitored. In all, there are now 412 persons who have contracted
the virus in our country. When one subtracts those who have recovered, and those who have died, those who are
currently in quarantine number 327. The Covid-19 virus spread shows how the number of cases is still going up. 
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Another guarantee scheme, worth €40 million, has been announced to be of support for private companies to deal
with the negative economic effects of Covid-19. This scheme will allow for a subsidy of up to 2.5% of interest on loans
that companies will take out to be provided, so that these can keep up with financial expenditures. This means that
companies will be paying far less in interest, so much so that government will pay a maximum of 2.5%. This subsidy
applies for the first 48 months from when the loan from the bank is taken, with government serving as guarantor for
the loan. The scheme, issued by the Malta Development Bank, is intended to provide loans for businesses to guarantee
wages to employees, as payment for material and stock, and as payment for contracts that have been suspended or
annulled due to the pandemic. 

A FURTHER GUARANTEE SCHEME

More than €2.6 million in social benefits were given as aid to employees who have been negatively affected
by the adverse economic effects of Covid-19. Amongst the benefits, there is the €800 monthly payment for
full-time employees, and €500 for those who are part-time and who have lost their employment due to
Covid-19. Up till now, 7,214 requests for benefits, including by parents who work in the private sector and who
have left work to take care of the children, and by those who have a disability, have been made. Whilst 78.1%
of applications received have been processed, 4,186 applications have already been paid out. The €2.6
million expenditure means that beneficiaries have till now received an average of €625 in aid each. Those
whose request is still being processed will still receive the applicable payments by arrears.

MORE THAN €2 MILLION IN
BENEFITS
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INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED

5 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure no gatherings
involving more than 3 persons in public places take place, according to the legal notice issued by Government.
In the meantime, no one was found breaching obligatory quarantine during the 665 inspections carried out in
the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with the directives that
are being issued by the authorities.

HELP FOR RENTS

Those affected by Covid19 can access a rent benefit that covers up to 80% of the rent. Persons who have lost their
employment, who have been temporarily suspended from work, and self-employed persons whose income has
stopped, or has drastically decreased, as well as those individuals who are experiencing domestic violence, are
eligible. From the applications received by the Housing Authority, 60% are existing beneficiaries, who will now
start accessing a rent benefit that is more substanial, whilst 40% are individuals who are applying to start accessing
this rent benefit. This extention of the rent benefit safeguards the right of families to have a roof over their heads.
More help to those who rent means that they are more in a position to honour payments, and therefore owners
will continue receiving payments. 
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information
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77,000 jobs have already been saved thanks to the assistance which the government is providing to the sectors
hardest hit by the pandemic. Through the Covid-19 wage supplement, the government is providing €800 to full-time
workers and €500 to part-time workers. More than 17,000 businesses have applied so far and these have already
been paid €5 million, covering 12,700 employees. The hardest hit sectors are tourism, accommodation, and
restaurants. Quarantine leave and the telework incentive scheme have also started being paid. The government’s
financial package, considered as one of the most substantial among other countries, ensures not only that
businesses are able to overcome these difficult times, but the eventual regrowth of the economy after the spread
of the virus ceases.

MORE THAN 5 MILLION HAVE
BEEN PAID

MORE GOOD NEWS

9 more persons have recovered from Covid-19. This is the third time this week that more persons have been
confirmed as being free of the virus. So far, there are 91 persons who recovered from Covid-19. A person is
considered as having recovered from the virus after testing negative following the initial positive test. The health
authorities’ appeal remains that for discipline with respect to the observance of the directives being issued, chief
among them being social distancing and the most minimal amount of contact beween one person and the other.
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There were 10 new cases of Covid-19 in our country which resulted positive after more than 1,090 tests were
conducted in the last few hours. Among the new cases there is a woman who returned to Malta from the UK
on 12 April on a repatriation flight and 3 cases at the Ħal Far open centre where so far there are 34 persons who
tested positive for the virus. The quarantine at Ħal Far has been extended by another 14 days on the orders of the
health authorities as the virus has continued to spread. Those testing positive are being cured at a Red Cross
medical centre near the open centre. 

NEW CASES

In Malta, as in many other countries in the world, it is men more than women who so far have tested positive
for the virus. The same holds for those who have recovered from the virus. According to figures published by
the health authorities, the most populous demographic for those infected with the virus is the 20-34 age
bracket. Essentially, this constitutes the young working population. Measures to protect the elderly seem to
have borne fruit, as there are not many cases among those 60 years and above. The highest number of
Covid-19 patients reside in the northwest of Malta with the lowest number being found among those who
reside in the west of Malta. In Gozo there are 20 cases.

COVID-19 IN OUR COUNTRY
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RED AND WHITE

Next Sunday raise the Maltese flag on your home’s flagpost. Let us give each other a message of hope and courage.
United against an invisible enemy. 

“Hekk, bajda u ħamra biss, irridek jiena,
Bandiera ħelwa ta’ din l-art ħanina,
Għax kull meta s-sibbien ħabtu għalina
Hekk, bajda u ħamra biss, rawk il-ħajjiena”

“Like so, only red and white I want you,
sweet flag of this merciful land,
for when the pirates came to attack us,
They, with malice, saw only your red and white”

INSPECTIONS

No one was found gathered in groups of more than 3 persons in public places during the patrols that the Police are
doing to ensure that there are no such groups. One person was found breaking obligatory quarantine and was
fined €3,000. In the last 24 hours, 738 inspections were carried out by force members and the health authorities.
The appeal remains that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by
the authorities. 
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information
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The Maltese economy will remain stable, despite the Covid-19 pandemic, and in 2021 will start registering growth
once again. The forecast was carried out by 2 international credit rating agencies: Moody’s, and Fitch, after even
the International Monetary Fund this week concluded that Malta will have the least negative economic impact out
of all eurozone countries. The rate of unemployment will remain average as from 2013 onwards, and our country
will continue exporting more than it is importing. Amongst the reasons behind these certificates, both Moody’s and
Fitch mention the measures in the fiscal package implemented by Government, as well as the track record of
economic success, with surplusses being registered in the previous years. They said that these factors make Malta
better-prepared than other countries to recover quickly.

STABLE DESPITE COVID-19

FURTHER RECOVERY AND
NEW CASES

A further 8 persons have recovered from Covid, so that up till now, 99 persons have got rid, and recovered,
from the virus. At the same time, 4 persons tested postive, after 972 tests were carried out in the last 24 hours.
Amongst these cases there are 3 persons from the Ħal Far open centre, where 35 persons have tested positive
so far. Tests in the centre are still being carried out, so that those who have contracted the virus may be identified
and isolated in a specially-appointed, isolated centre. In Malta, there are 324 active Covid-19 cases so far. Health
authorities have reiterated the importance for everyone to continue following strictly the measures announced,
for us not to leave our homes, and to look after the elderly and the vulnerable. Only by following such measures
can the number of cases remain low, and the spread be contained. 
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40 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous rounds Police are making to ensure that there are no
gatherings involving more than 3 persons in public places, as per the legal notice issued by Government. In the
meantime, a person was caught breaching quarantine during one of the 664 inspections that were conducted in
the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with the directives issued
by the authorities. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED

Free online courses for parents and educators have been launched so that, at a time when schools are
closed, they can still improve their skills in the educational sector. Parents will have the online opportunity
to learn how to help autistic children, how to encourage them to read and write, in orthography and
mathematics, as well as how to help children who experience difficulties in learning. Lessons for educators
have also been launched for them to improve their skills, advance in their career, and even climb a salary
scale through the Accelerated Progression Scheme. More information for parents can be obtained from
https://bit.ly/2Ve5km6, whilst educators may apply from https://bit.ly/34pA0oD. 

FOR PARENTS AND EDUCATORS
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INMATES’ EFFORTS AGAINST
COVID-19

Even Corradino correctional facility inmates are doing their part against the spread of Covid-19, and are making
masks and other protective gear to be used by themselves, by the facility officials, and even by other government
departments. Corradino residents are an acting example of how the country should be united to deal with the
Covid-19 challenge. Their efforts have also come at a time when the country is experiencing noteable challenges
to obtain protective material. Even from Corradino itself, residents are demonstrating how prison should be a
place of rehabiltation, and not punishment. 

MALTA ARTS FUND

Covid-19 has left a strong impact even on those who work in the creative and cultural sectors, and on the audiences
who participate. To be of aid for local artists, a €75,000 fund has been allocated to be used as grants for cultural
and creative projects. This Fund, which will be administered by Arts Council Malta, should serve to help artists who
want to come up with innovative ideas in arts and culture. Applications close on 23rd April. More information is
available from www.artscouncilmalta.org/pages/guidance-advice/covid-19/malta-arts-fund-special-call/
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information
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The national flag dominated roofs, balconies, and windows of hundreds of thousands of homes in Malta and Gozo
as a show of courage during these challenging times and as an expression of hope for what is to come. The public
enthusiastically welcomed the call to show their acknowledgment and solidarity with those heroes who are at the
forefront in the fight against the invisible enemy. This is a strong-willed people who wants to get out of this situation
and continue moving forward. This is a people that loves Malta. #unitedtogether 

RED AND WHITE

MORE GOOD NEWS

Another 19 persons have recovered from Covid-19 after their tests came back negative. 14 are men and 5 are women.
This means that the total of those recovered has now gone up to 118. At the same time, there was only one case of a
person who tested positive for the virus. So far in Malta there are 306 active cases. In the last 24 hours 787 swabs
were taken. There were some who did not keep their appointment to take the test. The health authorities have
appealed that appointments should be respected regardless of the day. It is important that, together, we continue
observing the regulations. We should stay at home and avoid close contact with people if we do not want the
situation to go for the worse and lose everything.
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96 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing in order to ensure that there
are no groups of more than 3 people in public places, as per the legal notice published by the government. To date
646 persons have been fined in breach of being in groups of more than 3 people in public. The appeal remains that
everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities. A food
establishment in Marsaxlokk was fined €3,000 after an inspection found that it had a bench outside on the street
with 2 clients eating on it. The establishment was supposed to be only serving take-away or deliveries.

INSPECTIONS

The number of beds at the Gozo General Hospital for patients who might get infected by Covid-19 has now
gone up to 120. The increase took place after elderly people who were in Sant’Anna ward in this hospital
were relocated a licenced building close to the hospital. The building, which can accommodate a further
20 elderly persons, has been equipped with all the necessities in order to serve as an old people’s home
while offering good services and comfort. The relocation took place as part of the plan for Gozo to be
well-equipped to deal with the spread of Covid-19.

MORE BEDS IN GOZO 
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DREAM NOW…VISIT US LATER

Work has already started in the tourism sector aimed towards enticing prospective tourists to visit Malta once the
Covid-19 pandemic is over. Currently, there is no air or sea travel whatsoever among a number of countries, a
measure taken by many governments. The Malta Tourism Authority, however, has launched a publicity campaign
in 14 different languages in order to remain in contact with prospective tourists and to show them the best
characteristics of Malta. The campaign is part of the strategy in the tourism sector in order to ensure that Malta is in
a good position in tourism once the spread of the virus passes, as touristic competition in the Mediterranean is
expected to be very strong. View www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Y8TI07JIxA

SAFEGUARDING OF JOBS 

2,200 jobs in the private education sector will be safeguarded after an agreement was reached between the
government, independent schools, and private childcare centres. The same holds for students, none of whom will lose
their place at school. In private schools there are more than 900 full-time employees and 180 part-time ones. Thanks
to this agreement, all fees will be reduced by 35% while teaching continues online. The 778 full-time and 269 part-time
workers at private childcare centres will also have their employment secured. This means that once the spread of
Covid-19 passes, the free childcare scheme will once again start in order to strengthen our country’s labour market
and economy.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information
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A further 8 persons have recovered from Covid-19, after having tested negative for the virus. Their ages vary
between 20 years and 70 years. Up till now, 126 persons have recovered from the virus. At the same time, there
were 4 cases of persons who tested positive during the 574 tests that have been carried out. 3 of these live in the
Ħal Far open centre, where 38 persons have tested positive for Covid-19 so far. They are being held in a building
that is separate from the main building, so that they may be given the necessary treatment. At the moment, there
are 302 active Covid-19 cases in Malta. The number of persons who are recovering from the virus in hospitals has
decreased. There are 2 patients in ITU, 16 patients in Boffa, 8 at a private hospital, and the rest are at home under
medical observation. The appeal remains for any one who has symptoms to phone 111, and for anyone who has
been given an appointment, to honour such appointment, irrespective of the day when this is slated for. 

FURTHER RECOVERY FROM COVID-19

CLEANSING IN HOUSING ESTATES

A cleansing programme in the various housing estates around Malta has been widened, especially with regards
to sterilization of the communal areas, with the aim of safeguarding the residents’ health. This is an essential
project, at a time when thousands of families are spending long hours in their homes. During the first month alone,
cleansing works were carried out on 400 blocks, and thus will benefit some 2,800 families. In various housing
estates we find various elderly residents, who are not in a position to carry out the necessary cleaning themselves.
Thus, Government will intervene by means of 100 employees from a private company, who are benefiting from
the fiscal measures enacted by Government and, instead of cashing the benefit and staying home, are giving back
to their community.  

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

20/04/2020
ISSUE 40

43 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure that no gatherings
involving more than 3 persons take place in public places, as per the legal notice issued by Government. In the
meantime, no one was found breaching quarantine during any of the 818 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours.
The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with the directives issued by the authorities. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS
AND THOSE QUARANTINED

A message of courage to all Maltese and Gozitans is being virtually put up daily from 8pm onwards on the
Ċittadella bastions. This projection will continue being screened for another 15 days, and is dedicated to a
courageous people who never backed down when faced with diseases or wars. It is also a message o
prevention, so that we may all be more careful, and protect ourselves, against Covid-19. 

ĊITTADELLA BASTIONS
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WORK CARRIED OUT BY CUSTOMS

The groupage complex at the Malta Customs in Ħal Far has been disinfected and fumigated as part of the unceasing
efforts by the authorities to limit the spread of Covid-19. This disinfectation and fumigation exercise has been carried
out by employees of for Civil Protection Department, who donned protective gear specifically-intended for such
occasions, and specialized equipment. Afterwards, Public Cleansing employees made sure to clean the
warehouses – 26 bonds in all. Similar cleaning has been carried out at the Newport Bonded Stores, and Mifsud
Verandahs in Marsa, where 52 Customs warehouses are situated. 

VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION

The voluntary repatriation assistance scheme for all foreign citizens has been extended till 10th May. This government
scheme is intended for European Union citizens, as well as others who are not, and who are in Malta for reasons of
work, education, familial, or other reasons, so that they may return to their countries against nominal payment.
Even foreign citizens who do not have a residence document may apply. Those who are interested are to apply
through foreignandeu.gov.mt/apply. For more help, one can phone 2204 2800, or send an email
on repatriation.mfea@gov.mt.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information
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24 more persons, including a case involving an 80-year-old man, recovered from Covid-19 in the last few hours so
that now the total of those who are truly clear of the virus rose to 150. These patients tested negative 14 days after the
last virus symptoms were present in them and were thus considered as recovered. 12 other persons were found
positive for the virus after 726 swabs were taken. Among these is an 81-year-old pensioner and 3 more cases at the
Ħal Far open centre, where a total of 41 persons have so far been found positive for the virus. In Malta there are now
290 active cases. At the Mater Dei ITU there is a person on a ventilator, but he is in a good condition. While the
number of positive cases varies day by day, the health authorities are remaining totally vigilant with regard to the
global situation in order to follow the planned strategy that keeps in mind a second wave of cases.  

MORE RECOVERIES FROM COVID-19

THE ECONOMY WILL RECOVER

The Maltese economy will recover and start growing again next year. In a report, the Central Bank of Malta
emphasised that which international credit agencies and the International Monetary Fund have said with regard to
our country, namely that it is currently in a state where it can fiscally manoeuvre. The Central Bank said that the fiscal
space created in the last few years, together with the Central European Bank’s monetary stimulus, will help to reduce
Covid-19’s negative impact on the Maltese economy. According to this report, the financial and fiscal measures
announced by the government to assist the private sector will also help to mitigate the negative impact of the
pandemic. The Central Bank will continue evaluating the situation and contribute to the necessary actions that need
to be taken.
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No one was caught gathering in groups of more than 3 persons in public places yesterday during the continuous
patrols that the police are doing. Furthermore, no one was caught breaking obligatory quarantine during the 613
inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains that everyone should be responsible and cooperate
with the directives being given by the authorities.

Note: The number of persons caught yesterday in groups of more than 3 in public places was 27 and not 43 as
inadvertently reported in yesterday’s issue. 

INSPECTIONS

A number of measures were taken at Mount Carmel Hospital in order to further safeguard residents’ health. Every
new patient entering the hospital is being tested for Covid-19 and is being kept at a specially designated place until
the test result comes out. Those who are negative are still being given physchiatric in specially designated wards
in order to ensure that symptomless patients do not spread the virus among vulnerable patients in chronic wards.
Specially designated places have also been created in the hospital for Covid-19 patients, for those under
quarantine and those recovering from the virus.

BOLSTERING MOUNT CARMEL  
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ŻFINMALTA FOR YOU

If you want to do some exercise, join ŻfinMalta which is giving virtual ballet lessons to all those who are interested.
The lessons are taking place every Sunday at 6pm. If you are interested, regardless of age, send an email on
info@zfinmalta.org with the subject line ‘Ballet class with ŻfinMalta’. After this you will receive an email with
instructions on what to do in order to join this virtual session. Enjoy!

CHALLENGES INTO OPPORTUNITIES

The challenges brought about by Covid-19 have been transformed into a new learning opportunity for Maritime MT
which has been expanding on blended learning methods in order to continue teaching and training persons in the
maritime sector. The students are learning through a variety of methods, from traditional ones which are being
delivered digitally, simulations, digital asssessment and resources so that one can learn and be trained at their own
pace. Maritime MT is collaborating with similar institutions around the world in order to globalize its students’
experience, this while also working to become the first global institution of this kind through franchising. 
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HELPLINES
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2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information
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On the occasion of the 100 days since he took oath of office, Prime Minister Robert Abela addressed the nation with a
message of courage and hope for the coming time, during which our country will emerge stronger than ever.

Covid-19 is the biggest challenge in our country since Wold War II. Our health system is responding with all its
resilience. This has been recognised by the World Health Organisation which, among many countries, has chosen
Malta as the model for controlling the Covid-19 pandemic.

Honour and respect on the people’s behalf go to all the heroes who are working to overcome this moment. The
professional health workers, doctors, nurses, paramedics, other healthcare staff, the police, the army, the Armed
Forces maritime squadron, civil protection workers, public cleansing workers, volunteers and many others who are
working in our society.

We are fighting this battle against Covid-19 because we have a strong economy and sound finances. We have
obtained a historical Social Pact with all social partners, enabling us to enact strong financial measures to help and
protect our businesses, and safeguard their workers and the self-employed.

In these times, difficult but needed decisions for the common good had to be taken, such as the  closing of airport
and ports including for irregular migrants. 

This is a difficult time, but our country is stronger than all of this. This is the moment that is defining us.

Our ambitions remain the same. Our country will continue to succeed. Together, we will achieve more success.

THE COMMON GOOD,
NOT INDIVIDUALS
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Another 15 persons have recovered from Covid-19, so that the total of those who recovered from the virus has
increased to 165, a third of those who contracted the virus. Amongst those who recovered there are 7 elderly persons
who are older than 60. A person is considered to have recovered after having tested negative after 14 days from
when they are free of symptoms. In the meantime, there was an 18-year-old female who tested positive for the virus,
out of the 808 tests that were carried out. In Malta there were 444 positive cases so far; however, there remain 276
active cases. Health authorities have re-iterated that the low figures registered in the previous days mean nothing,
and how it is important that we continue following the social distancing measures announced, and for us not to leave
our homes in vain. 

FURTHER RECOVERY FROM COVID-19

24 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure that no gatherings
involving more than 3 persons take place in public place as per the legal notice issued by Government. In the
meantime, no one was found breaching obligatory quarantine during any of the 570 inspections that have been
carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for everyone to be responsible and co-operate with the
directives that are being issued by the authorities. A hotel in St Paul’s Bay was fined €3000 after it was caught
serving food and drink to two persons staying in the same hotel. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS
AND THOSE QUARANTINED
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of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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FOR THOSE VULNERABLE

Non-governmental organizations are being requested to provide a new service to be provided by Government that
is intended to, amongst others, provide transport to persons who do not have a car and who have a Covid-19 swab
test appointment. Social research commissioned by Government shows how vulnerable persons, such as those who
are homeless, or substance-dependent, are not finding a location to undergo quarantine at if necessary, or else are
having mental health issues. Thus the need was felt to create a specific procedure for them. NGOs wishing further
information are to send an email on social.accommodation@gov.mt. 

ATTEMPTING ESCAPE

Security Forces have caught a person who twice attempted to escape from the Ħal Far open centre, which is under
quarantine. The same laws for anyone who breaches obligatory quarantine apply. This person did not reside in the
part where those who tested positive for Covid-19 were housed. No resident resulted positive during any of the tests
that were carried out. Health authorities are implementing a strategy of testing residents for the virus, group by
group. Thus, those who test positive for the virus are being taken to the Ħal Far edical centre immediately, whilst
those who test negative are being isolated from the rest of the residents, with the aim of arresting the spread of
the virus.  
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information
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The Maltese proposal to launch an urgent humanitarian mission in Libya to fight human trafficking has been accepted
by the European Union. The assistance will consist of funds which have been sourced from existing European Union
finances and which will be given to international entities already working in Libya to see that such aid reaches those
in need. Agreement on the financial package was reached at the European Union’s Foreign Affairs Council, after the
Maltese initiative for this call to be put on the agenda of the same Council. Union foreign ministers agreed unanimously
that €35 million in assistance be provided to the Libyan coastguard in order to reduce human trafficking. The
humanitarian crisis in Libya is becoming a security crisis for the EU because the impact of fighting and Covid-19 will
lead to more refugees and immigrants becoming exploited by human traffickers. This calls for a European response
and not that of a small, single country which always carried its burden. 

ASSISTANCE TO LIBYA BASED ON
MALTA’S PROPOSAL

5,000 MORE JOBS SAVED

€4.3 million have been paid to those whose jobs were affected by the impact of Covid-19. With the four benefits
administered by the Ministry for the Family, Children’s Rights and Social solidary, 5,000 more jobs have been saved.
On average, these persons have already received €760. So far there have been 8,504 applications and 91% of these
have been processed. Among those paid today are 4,908 persons who received parental benefits, medical or
disability benefits, this while retaining their employment, as well as 147 other individuals who stopped their benefits
and returned back to work. Combined with the 77,000 jobs saved by Malta Enterprise’s schemes, so far 82,000 jobs
have been saved.
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39 more persons have recovered from Covid-19. 10 of these are over 60 years old, among whom are 3 over 80 years
of age. This means that now 204 persons are free of the virus. In the last 24 hours 641 tests were done, with only one
person testing positive, and despite this person having no symptoms, he was identified via random testing that the
health authorities are doing regularly within the community. There are now 238 remaining active cases in the country.
The health authorities said that although local transmission seems to have gone down, the public should continue
observing social distancing measures and not needlessly leave their homes. The stratetgy for the removal of measures
against the spread, once it comes into being, must be done under monitoring, calmly, and with caution to ensure that
the spread does not reignite.

MORE GOOD NEWS

5 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there are no
groups of more than 3 persons in public places as per the legal notice issued by the government. No one was found
breaking obligatory quarantine during the 605 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains that
everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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FROM WINE TO SANITIZERS

Marsovin, one of the main wine companies in Malta, changed part of its production line for alcohol to produce hand
sanitizers. With this innovation, the company also ensured continuity in its business without laying off its employees.
The hand sanitizer bottles, 6,700 in all, were given for free by Marsovin to be used in, among others, hospitals and
health centres, and by the public.

€5.3 MILLION AGAINST COVID-19

Malta was given €5.3 million by the European Commission to be used as a Fund for Research and Development
against Covid-19, which was created by the Maltese Council for Science and Technology. The fund will be dedicated
for Maltese companies and researchers to do research about the virus, for the development of vaccines or medicine
to cure patients affected by the virus, for medical apparatus, disinfectants, and studies about the spread, among
others. More information may be accessed from the MCST and Malta Enterprise websites.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information
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Through the aid administered by the Malta Enterprise, businesses and the self-employed were paid more than
€10 million for the Covid-19 Wage Supplement. Thus, the number of jobs that will be saved by these economic aid
measures numbers 83,000. Malta Enterprise received some 2000 new applications for the Covid-19 Wage
Supplement, which means that the amount of businesses that have applied till now has climbed up to 18,204.
Out of these, 7,641 were processed, whilst 5,537 have been approved. Regarded as one of the largest of its kind
amongst countries, the financial aid package enacted by Government is intended so that industries not only come
out whole after these difficult times, but that the economy itself flourishes after the transmission is no more.

83,000 JOBS SAVED

THE EU AND COVID-19

The strength and the economic answer to the Covid-19 pandemic were discussed in a virtual meeting between the
leaders of the European Union. Considering the strong economic shock that engulfed all countries, the European
Commission is now expected to be given the mandate to work on a plan, and fund, for economic recovery.  Prime
Minister Robert Abela spoke once more on the issue of irregular immigration, and the impact of the situation in Libya,
including Malta’s proposal for humanitarian aid to Libya and the importance that the challenge of human trafficking
is addressed. 
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A further 19-persons have recovered from Covid-19, so that the total of those who have recovered has now increased
to 233. In the meantime, there were 2 cases of persons who tested positive for the virus – a 60-year-old carer who
works in an elderly persons’ home and tested positive during routine screening, and a 43-year-old man who went to
work despite having symptoms. Active virus cases number 221. On the eve of another weekend, health authorities have
re-iterated for all of us not to lower our guard and to continue following social distancing measures, and for us all not to
leave our homes in vain. It is important that the sacrifice made to curb the spread of the virus will not have been
made for nothing. 

GOOD NEWS

13 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure that no gatherings
involving more than 3 persons take place in public places, as per the legal notice issued by Government. In the
meantime, one person was caught breaching obligatory quarantine during one of the 615 inspections that were
conducted during the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with the
directives that are being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS
AND THOSE QUARANTINED

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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FOR ANIMAL SANCTUARIES

15 non-governmental organisations which work in animal sanctuaries will be given more than €115, 000 in aid, at
a time when such organisations are facing difficulties caused by the present Covid-19 situation. These moneys are
over and above the €85,000 that are allocated to them in the budget. These organisations have already been
forwarded half the sum, and another third is to be given them next month. This aid is being given so that investment
in infrastructure and capital projects to improve the environment of animal sanctuaries can be made. 

SUPPORT MEASURES

A service consisting of 8 free counselling sessions to persons who are undergoing a period of anxiety due to the effects
of Covid-19 has been rolled out. This service will be made available for free by members of the Malta Association for
Counsellors in the Appoġġ agency framework. After little more than one month, more than 2000 telephone calls
were received on the 1772 helpline for those who are feeling lonely. In the meantime, Appoġġ will start offering a
service so that parents with familial problems will have access to their children through electronic means. This access
was suspended due to Covid-19.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information
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An elderly woman of 96 years became the fourth person to die after she was infected with Covid-19. The woman,
who had other health complications, died at Mater Dei Hospital where she was being treated. The government
gives its condolences to her family. The health authorities have again reiterated their appeal for everyone to keep
observing the measures introduced in order to contain the spread, especially by avoiding close contact and not
needlessly leaving one’s home. It is everyone’s responsibility to not spread the virus among the elderly and
vulnerable persons. Everyone who has symptoms, even during this time of allergies, should call 111 and, above all,
attend their allotted test appointments.

CONDOLENCES

MORE RECOVERIES THAN CASES

Another 26 persons, among them a person less than 10 years old and 4 persons above 70, recovered from the
coronavirus, bringing the total of those recovered to 249 persons. These include persons who never needed to
be admitted to hospital as well as some who did. Only one 52-year-old man tested positive for Covid-19 from
the 559 tests done in the last 24 hours. The man began experiencing symptoms on 23 April and contact tracing
is currently being done among other family members he came in contact with in order to follow up the situation.
This means that there are currently 195 active cases of the virus. It is important not to relax our conduct in this
regard as the invisible enemy will remain among us.
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The government’s economic assistance schemes to protect jobs, businesses, and the self-employed have obtained
the European Commission’s approval. The most significant is the approval of a €215 million financial packcage to
provide the Covid-19 wage supplement for workers with a salary of €800. The European Commission described
the government’s measures as necessary, appropriate, and proportionate as a remedy for the impact upon the
economy. This is another certificate for the economic decisions that resulted in a surplus and a significant increase
in income which have placed Malta in a good position to help businesses and the self-employed to face this
unprecedented problem.

A CERTIFICATE FOR A
SOLID ECONOMY
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Prime Minister Robert Abela delivered a message of courage, hope, and acknowledgment during a number of
visits he made to workers. At the Corradino Correction Facility, the Prime Minister showed his appreciation for
the dedicated work that officials, who left their families in order to reduce the spread of Covid-19 at the facility,
are doing. He praised the positive and tranquil environment between the wardens and the prisoners. During a
visit to the Delimara power station and the Water Services Corporation at Luqa, the Prime Minister praised the
workers who, during this particular time, are still working day and night to ensure a continuous supply of electricity
and water in our homes.

COURAGE AND HOPE

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.
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PROTECTIVE CLOTHING

The first of eight consignments of protective clothing for workers in the health sector arrived in Malta. The first
consignment of 100,000 kilos was brought via a flight organised by Air Malta via Qatar Airways. Another 7
flights remain to be made so that 800,000 kilos of provisions in all for the health sector are brought to Malta.
The government managed to find and buy protective clothing from the international market during a time when
there is a strong demand from every country in the world. Malta is prepared for any eventuality.

INSPECTIONS

20 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there are
no groups of more than 3 persons gathered in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the government.
No one was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 589 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours.
The authorities have done more than twenty thousand inspections since obligatory quarantine started being
enforced. The appeal remains that everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives being
issued by the authorities.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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For the first time since the spread of Covid-19 in Malta, no new cases have been registered. This excellent news
continues to improve when we consider the fact that a further 33 persons have recovered from the virus in the last
24 hours, so that the total now stands at 282. There remain 162 active cases. Therefore, it has been confirmed that
far more persons are recovering than contracting the virus. These positive news make us proud for the fact that not
all countries are registering the same success. Malta succeeded in controlling the spread because timely measures
in line with scientific evidence have been enacted, and because a large number of testing was done, with rigorous
contact tracing, and suitable quarantine and isolation procedures. Above all, the people in Malta followed the
recommendations put forth, did not take the law as they saw fit, and demonstrated discipline. 

EXCELLENT NEWS

IN THE COMING DAYS

Responsibility on all our parts is still called for, for the pandemic is still around us, and has not ceased. It is also true
that the sacrifices carried out in the last weeks have placed our country in a situation where a revision of some
restriction measures may be in place. First and foremost, so that health services which ceased may be offered once
more, and then so that social life may be opened up once again, so that then, the economy may be boosted. This
process needs to be carried out gradually so that all that has been achieved, is maintained. Each measure that is
phased out needs to be studied beforehand, and its effects afterwards as well, so that if the occasion calls for it, it
may be rescinded. It is important that everyone continues rigorously following the measures still in place, in line with
all the advice imparted by the health authorities.  

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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67 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure that no gatherings
involving more than 3 persons occur in public places, as per the legal notice issued by Government. No one was
found breaching obligatory quarantine during any of the 455 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. Authorities
have carried out more than twenty thousand inspections from when obligatory quarantine came into force. The
appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with the directives being issued by the authorities.
In the meantime, during inspections on establishments, a mini-market in Tas-Sliema was found to be providing
catering and take-away services in breach of the law. The establishment was ordered to close and will be fined in
line with the law. Abuses are to reported on 21692447. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS
AND THOSE QUARANTINED 

The free legal assistance service to victims of domestic violence has been extended, and the helpline 79747974
introduced. This service offers immediate, 24-hour, 7 days a week assistance. The Covid-19 spread brought about
new challenges, where more persons have been exposed to domestic violence. Home is not a safe haven for
everyone, and thus this initiative was taken so that all victims have immediate assistance and are given an
appointment with a lawyer within hours from when they phone. In fact, several lawyers have been taken on
board to offer this service. One may also write on domesticviolence.legalaidmalta@gov.mt.

AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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SOLIDARITY FROM CHINA

€2000 have been donated by Chinese Embassy in Malta to the Community Chest Fund Foundation. This donation
will go towards paying for the meals of health sector employees who are at present on the frontlines in the fight
against Covid-19. China praised the initiative taken by President George Vella some days ago, as a means of
showing appreciation for the work carried out by employees in the health sector. China has already given other
donations of masks and other equipment to be used against the virus spread.  

WEBINARS FOR FAMILIES OF
PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY

As from next Tuesday, Aġenzija Sapport will stream a series of workshops for parents of children and adults who
have a disability. These webinars will be broadcast every week between 2pm and 3.30pm. The first webinar will
be about how these families can come up with a suitable routine based on their circumstances, whilst professional
advice in this regard will be given. This measure takes into account the challenges and difficulties that these families
are encountering in this situation. For more information, one may phone on 2256 8000.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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4 more persons have recovered from Covid-19 so that now the number of those who have recovered from it is 286.
The trend of there being more recoveries than infected people has continued. There were only 2 new cases of
persons resulting positive for Covid-19 after 700 tests were made in the last 24 hours. At the Ħal Far open centre,
where 359 tests have been made so far, there has not been a new case since 20 April, the result of the measures
taken, including quarantine. As of today, Malta has had 450 cases of Covid-19, of which only 160 remain active.
The health authorities said that this does not mean that because yesterday there were no cases, that there will not
be any more new ones. The appeal for people to remain disciplined and responsible remains the same.

MORE RECOVERIES

REASONS FOR SUCCESS

Part of the reason for the success behind keeping the spread of Covid-19 in check is the number of tests for the virus.
So far, 29,456 tests have been made, a rate which is among the highest in the world and which has been praised
by the World Health Organisation. The health authorities’ strategy has always been to conduct the highest possible
number of tests in order to identify and isolate positive cases. This strategy has now been strengthened with tests
being done at workplaces where a number of people are gathered, including in the health sector, and among Police
and Armed Forces members. In this manner, a number of symptomless persons carrying the virus and spreading it
unknowingly have also been identified.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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The priceless work being done by the Armed Forces of Malta’s Maritime Squadron was acknowledged by Prime
Minister Robert Abela during a visit he made to the soldiers of this squadron. The Prime Minister met, among others,
with the crew of patrol boat P52, and greeted and thanked all officials for their sensitive work. These individuals are
risking their lives every time they go out at sea beyond our shores. The Prime Minister, in the name of the Maltese and
Gozitan people, said that just like the army is the people’s shield, so will the army’s soldiers find the people
as their shield. 

A VISIT OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT

President George Vella stated that we should show great gratitude to those who have guided and taken care of
our health in the last few weeks, especially to the heroes who, with great professionalism and dedication, were at
the forefront of the fight against Covid-19. The low number of new cases that we are having does not mean that
Covid-19 has stopped attacking us, but rather that the measures introduced by the health authorities, together with
the public’s cooperation and sacrifice, are having the desired effect. We should take heart for what is to come in
order to leave this episode behind us, and to roll up our sleeves to get the economy back on its feet and reinstate a
normal social life.

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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IN CONFORMITY WITH THE LICENCE

The hotel which is welcoming elderly persons who were at Sant’Anna Hall in the Gozo General Hospital is
adequate and in conformity with the emergency licence which was issued. This resulted from an investigation
carried out by the Social Care Standards Authority which gave a licence to Steward Health Care to transfer
elderly persons as a measure against the spread of Covid-19. The investigation found that rooms may accomodate
2 persons, that wheelchairs can manoeuvre through the corridors, that medicine is being stored securely, and that
health professionals are providing the same level of care as at Sant’Anna Hall. The Authority is ensuring that all
contingency plans and necessary measures are all in effect.

INSPECTIONS

121 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there are
no groups of more than 3 persons gathered in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the government.
No one was found breaking mandatory quarantine during the 430 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours.
The appeal remains that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued
by the authorities.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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The cry ‘Viva Malta’ has taken on new meaning, with a new interpretation of a song that was released more than
50 years ago. At a time when the world is facing a battle against an invisible enemy, never have the measured
words of this song of national pride been more relevant. Because we love Malta, we will do anything for her, from
our hearts. For this reason, the singer Amber interpreted this song to mark this momentous challenge. Each and
every one of us can participate in this initiative of courage and send their own version of this song on the website
covid19malta.info/vivamalta/

VIVA MALTA

MORE RECOVERIES THAN ILLNESSES

A further 17 persons have recovered from Coronavirus, so that the total number of those who recovered has risen
to 303, thus maintaining the tendency for more people to recover rather than contract the virus. There were 8
persons who tested positive for the virus, after 1,072 tests were carried out in the last hours.  5 out of the 8 cases
registered were of persons in the Ħal Far Centre, where there are till now 48 persons who tested positive for the
virus; these are all in good condition. Thus, in Malta those who contracted the virus number 458, but only 151 remain
active. The more tests are carried out, the more chance there is to unearth virus-positive persons, so that these may
be isolated immediately. To date, more than 30,000 tests have been carried out. All this success continues to be
based on all our co-operation by keeping distance from one another, and not leaving our homes in vain. 
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
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33 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure that no gatherings
involving more than 3 persons in public places take place, as per the legal notice issued by Government. In the
meantime, no one was found breaching obligatory quarantine during the 472 inspections that were carried out
during the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with the directives
that are issued by the authorities. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS
AND THOSE QUARANTINED

Malta put forward 6 proposals so that the tourism sector is helped. Along with 6 other European Union countries,
our country is supporting mechanisms intended to stimulate this sector once again, after the Covid-19 spread is
no more. During a virtual inter-ministerial conference organized by the Croatian Presidency, Malta proposed
measures for, including others, clear protocols on flights, accomodation, and food establishments, and for safe
air travel corridors between countries that have controlled the spread; in favour of European Commission
assistance through grants to businesses, and for a strategy designed for tourism to recuperate rapidly. Malta
called for the European Union to look at this challenge as an opportunity, particularly when it comes to skills
training for workers. 

STIMULATING TOURISM
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AID TO VULNERABLE CHILDREN

Children of vulnerable families will benefit from a grant of €15,000, along with 30 tablets, so that similar to other
children, they too may have the technological tools to learn online, at a time when schools are closed as part of the
measures against the Covid-19 spread. The money was made available through the citizenship by investment
scheme, whilst the tablets have been provided for free by 2 private companies. Government already provides aid
to families who saw their incomes dwindle or disappear due to negative economic effects brought about by Covid-19.  

TELESKOLA

Teleskola.mt, containing a wealth of online educational resources, and with more than 1,000 lessons for students
from kindergarten to Form 5 available, has been launched.  The aim is to make it easier for students, parents, and
educators to obtain, in an easy manner, educational resources tied with the syllabi that are used by all our schools:
State, Church, and independent.. All those who access it will be guided to access information and notes they require
according to the level, year, and particular subject, so that appropriate lessons may be found. Access to the site is
free. Teleskola.mt will continue to function and be updated even after the Covid-19 spread is over. 
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
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Malta ranked among the 5 top countries in the world in its ability to resist the effects of Covid-19. This comes
through in an analysis by the German agency Scope Ratings which mentioned Malta as the only European Union
country which classified this high. Scope Ratings said that Malta has among the best surpluses in the world, low
national debt burden, and a very good balance of payments. This is another positive certificate, after that of IMF,
Fitch, Moody’s and Standard & Poor’s, which spoke about Malta’s economic prospects being stable despite the
effects of Covid-19.

FOST L-AQWA 5 FID-DINJA

ANOTHER 5,619 JOBS SAVED

€5.23 million went into the pockets of those who, because of Covid-19, had their employment affected. Thanks to
four measures administered by the Ministry for the Family, Children’s Rights and Social Solidarity, a further 5,619
jobs were saved. This means that these persons have already received an average of €902 each. Together with
the 83,000 jobs saved by the Malta Enterprise schemes, so far 89,000 jobs have been saved. So far 9,100
applications have been received. From these almost 97% have already been processed. Among those who were
paid are 5,454 persons who received parental benefits, medicine or disability benefits, while still retaining their
jobs. Another 165 persons stopped their benefits and returned to work.
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The trend of more people recovering from Covid-19 than getting infected by it continued. Another 36 persons
recovered, so that now the total is 339. After the 1,207 tests done in the last 24 hours, another 5 persons were found
positive for the virus. Covid-19 cases in Malta are 463, but those that are still active have gone down to 120, with none
of these being in Gozo. At the Ħal Far open centre there are also 7 residents who were positive and who have now
recovered and will end their quarantine. At Ħal Far the number of tests went up to 96 in the last 24 hours and no
one tested positive. The obligatory quarantine, which was supposed to end tomorrow, has now been extended
because of the cases which were found yesterday.

MORE PEOPLE RECOVERED

The Principal Permanent Secretary expressed his thanks for the work of workers within the public service in these
times of extraordinary challenges. Without much fanfare, they rose to the occasion and, despite difficulties, saw to
it that what needed to be done was done. It is a testament to the work of renewal done in the Public Service in recent
years. It is the fruit of the strong technological investment which was made to change the way that services are given
to people, training, telework, and so many other services. From being a target of criticism, the Public Service not only
wins international awards but consolidates even more thanks to its will and flexibility. On the eve of Interntional
Workers’ Day, we thank all those who are giving a service to the public.

TO WORKERS IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE
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INTERNATIONAL GUIDE DOGS DAY

Today is International Guide Dogs Day which, in the midst of the spread of Covid-19, are indeed the eyes of persons
suffering from a lack of vision. Without guide dogs, these persons would scarcely be able to go out even for essential
services. Guide dogs are these persons’ shield as they reduce the need for physical contact with other persons.
There is no scientific proof that dogs carry Covid-19 and as such there is no need for discrimination against guide
dogs in public places.

INSPECTIONS

11 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there are no
groups of more than 3 people in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the government. One person was
found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 408 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains
that everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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Nearly 88,000 places of employment have been saved through the aid and economic support that is being
spearheaded by Malta Enterprise; more than €25 million in Covid-19 Wage Supplements have been paid up till now.
Applications for wage supplements have now have now risen to 18,986, of which more than 11,500 have been
approved. Teleworking scheme funds continue to be paid, as is the quarantine leave scheme. Moreover, Government
will continue providing certainty and peace of mind, and will in fact extend the Covid-19 Wage Supplement for two
months, and will thus cover till end of June. Those who already applied need not re-apply. Government remains
committed to assist businessess in these challenging times, with a strategy that favours a stimulus to the economy.

EMPLOYMENT SAFEGUARDED

MORE PERSONS RECOVER

A further 12 persons, one of whom is older than 90,  have recovered from Covid-19, so that the total number of
those who have recovered has increased to 351. In the last 24 hours, after 1,253 tests were carried out, a further
2 persons have tested positive for the virus – a person from Somalia, and a Romanian person. The total number
of Covid-19 cases is 465, but only 110 are still active. Health authorities have said that from an analysis carried out,
4 out of every 5 Covid-19 cases involved patients who exhibited symptoms, whilst 1 out of 5 did not. On the
eve of a public holiday and another weekend, it is essential that each and every one of us continues following
the measures rolled out by the health authorities so that our country continues to stem the spread of this
virus successfully. 
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A new web application by the health authorities makes it possible for one to check the risk of having Covid-19.
The app, accessible from any computer, laptop, or smarphone, will ask the user about their symptoms, and whether
they were in contact with any person who tested positive for the virus, whilst providing information so that one may
take the best decisions for one’s health, and for all our loved ones. This web app provides personalized answers
and advice on what one’s next step should be. Try it now on covid19check.gov.mt/

TAKE THE TEST

18 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure that no gatherings
involving more than 3 persons in public places occur, as per the legal notice issued by Government. In the meantime,
3 persons were found to have breached obligatory quarantine during the 393 inspections carried out in the last
24 hours. Therefore, the authorities have issued 77 fines related to obligatory quarantine so far. The appeal remains
for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with the directives rolled out by the authorities. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS
AND THOSE QUARANTINED
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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FOR YOUTHS

The ‘Give back Award’ is in initiative by Aġenzija Żgħażagħ so that youths bring forward an idea related to
solidarity that can be carried out during this challenging period. The best idea will be awarded a €500 prize,
whereas the other ideas will be awarded €100. Those with the best ideas will be assigned a youth worker to
help them out, and promote the idea put forward. Aġenzija Żgħażagħ has also launched the new website
youth.gov.mt as a platform for this initiative, and various others.

FUNDS FOR AGRICULTURE

Due to the Covid-19 spread effects, a concession was given so that no obligatory documents related to application
for funds from the EU scheme for the Support for Investment in Agricultural Holdings need be presented. The closing
date was today. The scheme is aimed at, amongst others, the purchase of agricultural equipment. With this concession,
the documents retained to be obligatory for processing can be presented after the closing date. Those who will not
make it will still be given another chance to send in their applications in the coming months. 
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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Scientific evidence is showing that the time has now come so that, in a measured and studied manner, our country
starts reducing or amending restrictive measures which are currently in effect against Covid-19. These changes will
take place while always keeping the people’s health first, this while giving a breather to the economy and social life.
In the last few weeks Malta passed through one of its most difficult moments from the Second World War onwards.
The country managed to safeguard the people’s health. It took care of businesses and employees’ jobs. A more
beautiful day was not long in coming. With the collective responsibility that the people showed in their observance
of the health authorities’s directives, today, a more beautiful day than yesterday has dawned. This does not mean
that everything has passed, but that rather we have started on the path to normality.

A MORE BEAUTIFUL DAY THAN
YESTERDAY HAS DAWNED

A NUMBER OF HEALTH SERVICES
RESUME

From next Monday, a number of health services which were reduced in order for our country to be able to increase
its preparedness and resources for the Covid-19 wave will resume. Health centres around the country will again
start to vaccinate children, and so this will no longer be restricted to the centres in Mosta and Floriana. Screeing
against cervical cancer, and eventually of the breast and the larger intenstine, will also resume after it had to be
temporarily halted. At Mater Dei, more endoscopies will start being carried out for intestinal and stomach tests.
The number of CT scans, MRIs, and ultrasounds will also increase. These changes will be impelmented while at
the same time retaining all the preparations made for Covid-19. 
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A number of commercial establishments which have been closed for 8 weeks will start opening again. The decision as
to which shops are to open was made via a scientific and prudent method. From next Monday, lotto booths, VRT
testing stations, clothes and sportswear shops, jewellery shops and those of other accessories, bag and shoe shop,
non-prescriptive eyewear shops, shops which sell perfumes and other beauty products (but not beauty salons and
hairdressers), haberdesharies and home decoration shops, souvenir and discount shops, luggage shops, toy shops,
hobby shops, furniture shops, and florists will be able to re-open. The government will keep in effect the wage
supplement for all these reopened shops.

SOME OF THE SHOPS WILL
START TO OPEN

Shops will not be able to open in the same manner they used to before. This is a new normality to which we have
to adapt. With the aim of protecting the health of clients and workers, everyone who enters shops, including those
open today, will be required to wear a mask. Every shop will only permit one client per 10sqm of store space. This
criterion must be affixed to the shop so that everyone knows how many individuals can enter the shop. At every
entrance there will be hand sanitizers so that everyone entering and exiting the shop can keep their hands clean.
In shopping malls, no more people than the total of that number of people that the individual shops are permitted
to take in may enter, and every person entering must have their temperature checked. Changing rooms for clothes
may not be used.

OBLIGATIONS FOR SHOPS
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APPEAL FOR RESPONSIBILITY

It is crucial that everyone cooperates responsibly. If things go well, the government will be in a position to
announce the removal of further restrictive measures by not later than three weeks from now, so that by the end
of the month the majority of commercial establishments would be operating. If things do not go well, the
government will have to reintroduce these measures. The virus is still with us, retains its same strength, and can
still cause the same damage. As such, the measures which will remain in place must be observed with the same
discipline as before. Vulnerable persons, that is, those of 65 years and over and those with chronic diseases,
must remain at home except for essential needs. We must safeguard that which we have won so that the country’s
health and economy may continue progressing forward.

OTHER MEASURES

As from next Monday, travel between Malta and Gozo will be permitted. On the ships, must still be used,
and only a controlled number of passensgers which is not the same number as before Covid-19 will be allowed
on board. As from next Monday as well, the prohibition of groups of more than 3 people in public places will rise
to more than 4 persons. In this case, the fine of €100 per person will remain applicable. The Court Registry will
also reopen.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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INSPECTIONS

73 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there
are no groups of more than 3 people in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the government. No one
was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 354 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal
remains that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities.

MORE PEOPLE RECOVER

Another 16 persons recovered from Covid-19 so that now the total of those recovered has gone up to 367, which
means the trend of there being more recoveries from the virus than infections from it has continued. In fact, after
1,184 tests were made in the last 24 hours, only 2 persons resulted positive for the virus. One was a Gozitan who
was identified via asyptomatic random testing, and the other individual was identified at the Ħal Far open centre
as part of the regular screening being done. From a total of 467 Covid-19 cases, only 96 active ones remain.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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The trend of there being more recoveries from Covid-19 and a low number of new cases continued. In the last
24 hours, 12 more persons recovered from the virus so that now the total of those recovered is 379. After 944 tests
were carried out, there was only one person who tested positive for the virus, a resident at the Ħal Far open centre.
This means that active cases have gone down to 85. The health authorities wish to reiterate that although the
transimission rate of the virus is low, it is still in circulation and the spread can still reignite. As such, it is
important that we remain disciplined and act with caution so that the success achieved through our sacrifices
are not in vain. From next Monday we should remember to wear a face mask in every establishment we enter in.

FREED FROM THE VIRUS

VACCINATION AGAINST COVID-19

If and when a vaccination against Covid-19 is produced, the government will buy enough for the entire population
so that it can be distributed for free. As with the vaccination against influenza, the vaccination against Covid-19 will
first be given to healthcare workers, then to vulnerable persons, and then to the rest of the population. Right now
there is research being undertaken on this vaccine. It is not expected that this vaccine will be available before
another 6 months and, more realistically, it will most likely be on the market at the beginning of next year.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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Just as the government launched the National Reform programme in the light of Covid-19, the government confirmed
that it is in a good position to launch an additional budget for 2020 because it started off from a strong economic
footing. From 2016 onwards, Malta has had a surplus each year, debt burden was reduced, and one of the highest
rates of economic growth and job creation rates. This meant that the government was in a position to launch one of
the strongest financial packages in the EU, with a €2 billion investment to help families, businesses, and the
self-employed counter the effects of Covid-19. With these aid packages, more than 80,000 jobs have so far been saved.

BECAUSE WE STARTED OFF FROM
A SOLID FOOTING

Our country’s success also stems from hardworking Maltese and Gozitan workers. Both in the present and the future,
their work is crucial in transforming challanges into opportunities, just like the company Metallform did. It exports
medical equipment and its orders increased so much that it is employing another 50 workers. There are others like it.
In the last few days, Prime Minister Robert Abela visited these workers to deliver a message of courage and to give
thanks to their sacrifice in the fight against Covid-19. We can never forget workers in the health sector, disciplined
corps, carers in homes for the elderly, and prison wardens who continued with their work away from their families.
One word: Thanks.

HARDWORKING WORKERS

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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VENTILATORS FOR THE GOZO
GENERAL HOSPITAL

10 more ventilators arrived at the Gozo General Hospital as part of the strategy to strengthen intensive care
facilities in case of the eventual admittance of patients sick with Covid-19. The ventilators are of the same make
as those in the hospital’s ITU and as such can be used immediately by the nurses who are already trained in their
use. The first phase of the extension of the ITU has been completed, and from 6 beds there are now 16 beds equipped
with a ventilator. 15 more ventilators will arrive in the future.

INSPECTIONS

17 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there are no
groups of more than 3 persons in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the government. No one was found
breaking obligatory quarantine during the 347 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains that
everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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A further 13 persons were declared to have recovered from Covid-19, so that the total of those who are now free of
the virus has now risen to 392. After 1,071 tests were carried out in the last 24 hours, 9 persons were found positive
– 5 of whom did not have any symptoms, and 2 persons were found positive after a test carried out on those who
are about to undergo an operation. Till now, 35,012 swabs for Covid-19 have been carried out in our country,
and active cases have gone down to 81. Out of these only 14 patients are still recovered in hospitals, one of whom
is in ITU. The rest of the patients are recovering in their homes, under observation of primary healthcare. This shows
that, thanks to the measures enacted to protect vulnerable persons, the majority of positive cases were those of
young persons, which could be controlled without too many complications.

RECOVERY AND NEW CASES

REMAINING VIGILANT

The changes that will come into effect from tomorrow have been made official by means of legal notices published
on www.justiceservices.gov.mt/LegalPublications.aspx?pageid=32&type=4. However, these measures in no way
imply that the situation is back to normal. The virus is still present in the community, and never has the need to
maintain discipline been more acute. The concept of social distancing needs to be maintained. The directives
enacted by the health authorities need to be followed, not because it’s the law, but because it is important to protect
oneself and one’s neighbours. Each and every one of us needs to do their part so that the success that has been
achieved will not have been in vain. Utmost co-operation is needed to reach the next step. By remaining vigilant,
we can overcome this pandemic. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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As from tomorrow, the use of a mask in the community is obligatory when one enters a shop, bank branch, or when
using public transport. When putting a mask on: 1) make sure that the mask covers the whole of your face from where
the nose starts to under your chin, and that you tighten it against your face; 2) wash your hands with soap and water
or by alcohol sanitizer prior to putting on, or removing, the mask; 3) never touch your face or the mask after you’ve
worn it; 4) when removing the mask, start by removing it from the back where the laces are, and never from the
front; 5) if the mask you’re wearing is single-use, make sure to dispose of it safely; 6) if your mask is multi-use, wash it
immediately after each use, using normal detergent and at a temperature of 60 degrees Celsius. We’re to wear
masks to not transmit the virus without our realizing it. 

HOW TO PUT THE MASK ON

The re-opening of more commerical establishments as from tomorrow will come in a normality, and against a
backdrop, that are now novel. Just as clients need to wear a mask, shop-keepers need to display a notice of how
many clients they can admit at any one time: 1 for every 10 metres. At shopping malls, temperature- reading is to
take place, and no customers in excess of each individual outlet’s capacity may be allowed. Sanitizers are to be
available in outlets. These measures are intended to safeguard both clients and shop employees. We need to be
on the same page, and remain disciplined so that, at the end the month, more measures may by relaxed and
more establishments allowed to re-open. If discipline is not maintained, the measures previously in force will
need to be re-introduced. 

SHOPS AS FROM TOMORROW

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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MATSEC EXAMINATIONS

Tomorrow, applications for students wishing to sit for MATSEC exams in the coming September will open.
Applications, which will be received until 10th May, can be carried out on the MATSEC website. Those who applied
for the May exams and wish to sit for the exam of the same subject need not re-register. Instead, they may go on 
www.um.edu.mt/matsec/apply in case they wish to apply to sit for a new subject. Those who wish to make any
particular change are to send an email with their request on registrations.matsec@um.edu.mt. New applicants will
not be eligible to sit for the December re-sits, and students who applied for the SEC exams should re-apply in
the coming July. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED

A record number of 124 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure
that no gatherings involving more than 3 persons in public take place, as per the legal notice issued by Government.
In the meantime, no one was found breaching obligatory quarantine during any of the 309 inspections carried out by
Environmental Health Officers and police in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible
and co-operate with the directives issued by the authorities. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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7 more persons, including one over 80 years of age, were declared recovered so that now the total of those who
have recovered has gone up to 399. In the last 24 hours 3 new positive cases were found, with all the persons having
been symptomatic and having made contact with 111. This means that the number of active cases has fallen to 77
persons. Only 14 of these are in hospitals, among whom is one who is in the ITU but in a stable condition. Presently,
there is no one on a ventilator. The health authorities’ strategy remains that of having the highest number of tests
possible. Indeed, since the beginning of the pandemic, a total of 35,727 tests have been carried out. Now that some
measures have been relaxed, we should not do as we please. If there are people who gather outside needlessly, we
will lose all that which we have worked for. The directives for there to not be close contact with others are still in effect.
Let us remain responsible.

DISCIPLINE IN ORDER FOR CASES
TO CONTINUE TO DECREASE

FIXED PRICES FOR THE CONSUMER

The government has fixed the highest price for disposable surgical masks and face shields. Through a notice in the
Government Gazette, the highest price for surgical or medical masks will be 95c per mask, while the maximum price
for face shields will be €5. Prices were fixed after consultation with the Malta Competition and Consumer Affairs
Authority, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Chamber of SMEs in order for our country to have a good supply of
masks and face shields with a reasonable consumer price. Those who do not observe this legal notice may be fined
between €116 and €2,329, according to the number of contraventions. One may report price abuses on 2294 4504
or 2294 4511, or by email on pulizija@gov.mt. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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65 more persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police and Environmental Health Officers
are doing in order to ensure that there are no groups in public places. In accordance with the amendment which was
made in a legal notice, now there cannot be groups of more than 4 persons gathered in public places. No one was
found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 305 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains
that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS

With effect from today, court registers which had closed in March as a measure against Covid-19 reopened. One
may once again present judicial acts at the registry without having to make recourse for the opening of the registry.
In order for the opening of the registry not to have an impact on the health of lawyers, legal procurators, court
workers, and the public who will be using the service, sanitizers have been installed as well as glass on all tables of
every register. Masks have also been distributed among workers and judicial officials. The legal profession is being
urged to make more use of online services, including the submission of certain acts which are found in the eCourts.

REGISTERS REOPEN

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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as well as U19s, are postponed.
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SMILE

A musical video by Malta Philarmonic Orchestra percussionist Daniel Cauchi and tenor Joseph Calleja delivering
an arrangament of the classic song ‘Smile’ by Charlie Chaplin. The video, which also includes a message by the
country’s highest authorities, is a show of optimism and courage of a united people who pulled on the same rope
in order for Malta to prepare itself for after Covid, among others by attracting differenct touristic niches in the arts,
culture, and religious tourism. The Malta Philarmonic Orchestra gives thanks to the country’s leaders who joined
together in this initiative, just like all of Malta is uniting in an optimistic atmosphere for a beautiful future.

VRT RECOMMENCES

Those whose vehicle licence expired after last March and April may now take the VRT test anew. In order for there
not to be an overdemand for VRT tests, Transport Malta is giving 3 months’ time as from today for the test to be
taken after which the vehicle’s road licence is paid.  The deadline is at the end of July so that by next August no one
will be able to drive with an expired licence. It is important that when one takes the vehicle for the VRT test, it is
clean from the inside as well as the outside as otherwise the person performing the test has the right to refuse you. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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An elderly person of 81 years is the 5th person who contracted Covid-19 to have died. The elderly person died this
night in Karen Grech hospital where he was recuperating, having tested positive for the virus yesterday. He already
had other heart, respiratory, and kidney conditions. Swab tests on other patients recovering in the same theatre,
and even on employees who had contact with him, are being carrid out. Government expressed condolences to the
person’s family. Heath authorities continue to appeal for elderly persons who are 65 or older to leave their homes
for essential reasons only.

BAD NEWS

FURTHER RECOVERY

Another 4 persons were confirmed to have recovered, amongst these an elderly person older than 80. Thus, the
total number of those who recovered now stands at 403. After 1,218 tests were carried out in the last 24 hours,
there were 2 persons who tested positive, including the elderly person who passed away last night. In Malta, we
have had a total of 482 Covid-19 cases so far. Active cases have decreased to 74 cases. Patients recovering in
hospitals have, moreover, gone down to 11. No one is recovering in ITU. The rest of the cases are undergoing
obligatory quarantine at home, under medical observation by Primary Healthcare. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

05/05/2020
ISSUE 55

The obligatory measure for a mask to be worn by each and every person entering an establishment, using public
transport, or boarding Gozo Channel seacraft, was issued through the criteria established in the Public Health Act.
However, health authorities are not there to issue fines. Their role is to educate the people so that all appreciate the
need to follow these directives. It is important to state that shop owners have the obligation to refuse any customers
who are not wearing masks. There is also the obligation that the number of persons entering establishments is
according to the size of the establishment, and a 2 metre distance between one person and another is to be
invariably kept. Through education, we’ll get there. It is up to us who, by being responsible and remaining disciplined,
are to continue playing our role in the fight against Covid-19. 

EDUCATION, NOT FINES

Despite its small size, Malta has contributed a €400,000 grant for the global fund-raising campaign against
Covid-19. This campaign, presided by President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen, is intended to
collect €7.4 billion to be used in research, prevention, and cure for the virus. Passing on his message during a virutal
ceremony, Prime Minister Robert Abela stated that before a vaccine against the virus is found, there will still remain
unintended consequences on human life and the economy. He appealed for the vaccine, once found, to be processed
and distributed rapidly and equally amongst all. Both von der Leyen and even WHO Director General Tedros
Adhanom expressed their thanks for the Maltese contribution. 

#UNITEDAGAINSTCORONAVIRUS

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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MOTHER’S DAY

On the occasion of Mother’s Day, relatives may take their gifts to their loved ones residing at  elderly persons’ homes,
including St Vincent de Paul Residence, or in disabled persons’ homes. The Social Care Standards Authority has
notified homes’ managers to inform both residents and their families, that any gifts are to arrive at residences by not
later than tomorrow afternoon. This is being done so that all gifts are safely stored for three days, in line with the
health authorities’ advice, so that the possibility of any Covid-19 transmission is eliminated. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED

7 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police and Environmental Health Officers conducted to
ensure that no gatherings in public places involving more than 4 persons take place, as per the legal notice issued by
Government. In the meantime, no one was found breaching obligatory quarantine during any of the 322 inspections
carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with the
directives issued by the authorities. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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The European Commission gave a positive certificate regarding how much the Maltese economy can recover from
the effects of Covid-19. In its forescast, the European Commission stated that, while national wealth in the euro zone
is expected to decrease by 7.7%, in Malta the economic hit is going to be that of 5.8%, which means a quarter less.
In 2021, the euro zone will still not have recovered, but in Malta economic growth will be bigger than this year’s
decrease. Regarding jobs, the European Commission said that in our country the decrease is expected to be that of
1.8%, a third of the euro zone average which will see a 4.7% decrease. In 2021, jobs in our coutnry are expected to
increase by 3%, meaning double the average rate of the annual increase of jobs observed till 2015. Commission
experts stated that the spread of Covid-19 in Malta meant ‘a resilient economic growth model tested’.

TRUST IN THE ECONOMY

A STABLE SITUATION

4 more persons were declared recovered from Covid-19 so that now the total of those who recovered from the virus
has gone up to 407. In the last 24 hours, 1,392 tests were carried out and 2 more positive cases were found. One case,
a Filipino carer, is connected with the elderly person who died yesterday at Karen Grech. None of the 15 patients who
were in the elderly man’s ward nor the 56 health workers who could have had contact with him tested positive for the
virus. At the Ħal Far open centre, which is under quarantine, from the 50 positive cases, 21 have recovered and after
spending 7 more days in quarantine they were taken to another place in the centre. There are 19 others who have
recovered who are being kept under quarantine and 10 more who remain positive.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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Servizz.gov is testimony to the fact that, despite the challenges of Covid-19, the public sector worked and strengthened
the way its services are given and delivered to clients. It is also a confirmation of the proof that the structures are
working well when these are under pressure. In one month alone, servizz.gov answered 93,000 telephone calls with
two-thirds of these being related to Covid-19 while 125,000 accessed government services on servizz.gov. It is thanks
to the investment without precedent in the last 7 years and a vision with clear aims which have led to our country
having public services accessible 24 hours a day throughout the year.

SUCCESS WHICH SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

Both employers and workers have their obligations when it comes to the jobs sector and working conditions. During
the last few weeks, the government made it clear that it is not going to permit any abuses. Employers must respect
the social pact made within MCESD and must make every effort to give workers the government’s €800 top-up.
Now that the road back to normality has started and workplaces are reopening, workers cannot choose to not return
to work. Naturally, all health precautions, including the wearing of masks and social distancing, must be
implemented. No one can take the law in their own hands.

OBLIGATIONS FOR EVERYONE

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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FOR CHILDREN

‘Stay Safe’ is a drawing, collage or sculpture competition for children under 12 years of age organised by Transport
Malta. Works must reflect the current situation of the spread of Covid-19 or road safety. Parents should upload their
children’s work on Facebook and write @transportmalta – #mtstaysafe. The post which gathers the highest number
of reactions wins €350 in the form of art and hobby products. The competition closes on 1 June.

INSPECTIONS

15 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police and Environmental Health Officers are
doing to ensure that there are no groups of more than 4 persons gathered in public places, as per the legal notice
issued by the government. No one was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 310 inspections carried out
in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the directives
being issued by the authorities

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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With the sixth process of social benefits payments to those persons whose employment was affected due to
COVID-19 underway, the total expenditure reached €7.35 million to date. 9,670 applications have been received
in all so far and of these, nearly 99% have already been processed. Amongst those who have been paid, there are
5,863 persons who received parents’ benefits, medical, or disabled benefits, all whilst keeping their employment
intact, whilst a further 399 persons have terminated their benefits and have returned to work. This means that a
further 6,262 places of work have been saved. Per capita, these persons have already received and average of
€1,039 in aid. Along with the nearly 88,000 places of work saved through Malta Enterprise schemes, 94,000 places
of work have been saved in all till now. 

A FURTHER 6, 262 PLACES OF
WORK SAVED

KEEPING UP THE GOOD WORK

6 persons were declared to have recovered from Covid-19, so that the total number of those who recovered from
the virus stands at 413. Out of  the 1,022 tests that were carried out in the last 24 hours, 2 persons tested positive, thus
continuing the trend for more people to recover rather than contract the virus. The two positive cases exhibited no
symptoms. The first was a 77-year-old person who had a hospital appointment, and the other was of a 24-year-old
mother who underwent the test after her daughter exhibited symptoms. The daughter tested negative for the virus.
Health authorities have re-iterated that, once prevention measures are taken, such as the wearing of masks and
social distancing, it is safe for people to make purchases from those establishments which are authorized to re-open.
The appeal remains for us all to continue following their advice so that we can continue registering progress against
the virus spread, and thus leading to further measures being lifted. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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5 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police and Environmental Health Officers are conducting
to ensure that no gatherings in public places involving more than 4 persons take place, as per the legal notice issued
by Government. In the meantime, 2 persons were found to have breached obligatory quarantine during the 375
inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with
the directives issued by the authorities. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED 

Limited permits for fireworks related to village feasts, in the days when such feasts are routinely celebrated, will be
granted. Therefore, police will be granting permits for fireworks: 1) on the eve, and on the feastday in the morning
and afternoon, 2) on the eve of the feast during the time known as tranżulazzjoni (at about 6 pm), and 3) on the feast
day itself, where limited permission for fireworks to be let off for an hour in the evening will be granted. However,
no permit for displays and fireworks known as nar tal-art will be forthcoming. The Legal Notices enacted to combat
the Covid-19 spread still need to be followed, and no infraction of the law will be tolerated. 

FIREWORKS DISPLAYS

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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SPORTSFEST

Online Sportsfest is a daily challenge that students from primary, middle, and secondary schools are taking up to
participate in an online sports event. This challenge, which will hone in on various abilities related to individual sports,
will be held online at 8am, and students will be given the chance, until 6pm, to send a short videoclip of them
performing the challenge set for the day. As with any competition, the best 3 students will be awarded gold, silver,
and bronze medals. Particpate, and follow the facebook page of the Ministry for Education and Employment!

TAKEOFF SEED FUND

Takeoff Seed Fund is a fund aimed at entrepreneurs and researchers who want to develop their ideas. This initiative,
along with the University of Malta, means that Government is providing €100,000 to this fund, intended to stimulate
innovation and revolutionary entrepreneurial ideas in these difficult times of the pandemic. Researchers and
entrepreneurs can benefit from a maximum of €35,000 so develop their ideas. More information can be obtained
from takeoff.org.mt. 
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will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



08/05/2020
ISSUE 58

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

The government’s economic support schemes for businesses and the self-employed in order to overcome the effects
of the Covid-19 pandemic are the most substantial in the world. A study carried out by Columbia University in the
United States has shown that, with 22% of the Gross Domestic Product, Malta has placed first among 166 countries,
and indeed surpassed much bigger countries like Japan, Belgium, Luxembourg, and the United States. The study
complements other certificates from the European Commission, the IMF, and credit agencies regarding how Malta
is investing in a strong manner to prevent the loss of jobs and to ensure that the economy recovers quickly. This is the
result of timely decisions taken in the national interest.

THE BEST AID PACKAGE

JOBS SAFEGUARDED

More than 93,000 jobs have been saved thanks to the economic support measures that Malta Enterprise is operating.
So far more than €35 million have been paid in terms of the Covid-19 Wage Supplement. Applications for the wage
supplement have now risen to 19,855. From these, 80% have already been processed. In light of the fact that this
week a number of businesses and self-employed have reopened for business, employers will still continue receiving
the wage supplement which has been extended to the months of May and June. Indeed, employees will receive a
letter informing them whether their employers have received the wage supplement. Employees who have not
received this supplement will, in this letter, be provided with information on the procedure to be followed in order
to relay their submission concerning this to Malta Enterprise.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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The trend of there being more people who recovered than new cases of Covid-19 continued. In the last 24 hours,
6 more persons recovered, including an elderly person over 80 years of age. This means that, so far, the number of
those who have recovered has reached 419. From 1,137 tests conducted, 3 persons were found positive, including a
Gozitan who had no symptoms while two others were already in quarantine. Since the start of the spread, from a total
of 40,493 tests conudcted, 489 persons have resutled positive for the virus, but of these only 65 are still active. The
country has started on the path of normality, and to continue on this positive road, everyone needs to observe
prevention measures, including hand washing, social distancing, and wearing masks when in shops and when using
public transport.

RECOVERIES

11 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police and Environmental Health Officers are
doing to ensure that there are no groups of more than 4 persons in public places, as per the legal notice issued by
the government. No one was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 367 inspections carried out in the last
24 hours. Since they started, more than 25,000 inspections have been carried out by the authorities on those under
obligatory quarantine. The appeal remains that everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives
being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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FLOWERS IN VALLETTA

Despite Covid-19, the infiorata in Valletta still took place and St George’s Square was still covered with carpets of
beautiful seasonal flowers. This year’s design represents one of the most important insects—the bee. BEEODIVERSITY
is the main theme and because of this the infiorata represents water, animals, soil, and greenery. The Valletta Green
Festival, organised by the Valletta Cultural Agency between 7 and 10 May, can still be enjoyed from the comfort of
one’s home by accessing the agency’s Facebook page or Skyline webcams. “BEE HOPEFUL” – together our country
will return to normality.

MEALS FROM ESPLORA

Through an initiative of the Maltese Council for Science and Technology, every day nutritious meals for vulnerable
people in Cottonera are being prepared. The meals are being prepared by Esplora workers in the building of the
same complex so that afterwards they pass them on to the Foundation for Social Care in order to distribute them to
those in need. Even though Esplora is closed for the public because of Covid-19, it is still uploading experiments online
on its Facebook page while the council has set up a fund to be used for research against the pandemic.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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A further 8 persons have been declared to have recovered from the virus, so that the total number of those who have
recovered from the virus has now risen to 427. In the past 24 hours, 1,006 tests were carried out, and a single positive
case was registered – a Spanish person working in Malta. In hospitals, the number of Covid-19 patients has similarly
gone down notably, down to 7 patients only. Health authorities said that our country has now entered a transition
phase where a number of measures have been lifted, and are continuing to monitor the situation closely. It is important
that everyone continues to co-operate. For tomorrow – Mother’s Day – the best present we can give to elderly mothers
is to continue safeguarding them by keeping our distance, given their vulnerability. The time where we can hug them
once again will come. Let us have hope. 

MORE RECOVERIES THAN ILLNESSES

REDUCTION OF VAT ON MASKS

By means of a Legal Notice already in force, VAT on facemasks and face shields has been reduced from 18% to 5%.
After it was announced that the maximum price for which a facemask may be sold is 95c, whilst that of a face shield is
€5, pharmacies will be compensated for the difference between the maximum prices set, and the price at which they
originally made their purchases. This will be implemented through a COVID-19 masks subsidy scheme aimed at
aiding pharmacies in losses incurred, whilst safeguarding public interest at the same time.  The scheme can be
accessed on mimcol.com.mt/covid-19-masks-subsidy/. The refund for stocks of masks which are thrown away after
having been purchased between 17th April and 4th May will reflect the difference in price between the gross items
purchased and the 95c limit, and is not to surpass the 70c mark on each mask.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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The Maltese have the most trust in the country’s health system out of all European Union peoples. A survey carried out
by Eurofound last April, when the Covid-19 transmission was at its worst, has ranked Malta first when it comes to the
population’s trust in their respective country’s health system. Malta surpassed countries such as Denmark, Austria, and
Germany. Healthcare employees were our heroes, since they were on the frontline in the fight against Covid-19. The
Eurofound survey is yet another certificate for the Maltese healthcare sector, after the World Health Organization
lauded Malta as being a  model for other countries of how the Covid-19 pandemic should be addressed.

TRUST IN OUR HEALTH SYSTEM

A €5 million investment in online training schemes for the tourism industry has been launched. This investment will
offer a training platform of the highest quality to employees in this sector. There are 300 accredited courses in all, and
some 750 other short courses from which the more than 25,000 tourism employees may choose from. Courses are
being held by ITS, University of Malta, Forbes, UNESCO, and international training centres. The investment in human
resources is being done so that the sector will hit the ground running in the phase after the Covid-19 spread is no more.

TRAINING IN TOURISM

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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FOR VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS

An emergency fund for voluntary organizations that have been negatively affected by Covid-19 has been launched.
The fund, amounting to €125,000, will be led by the Malta Council for the Voluntary Sector. Every voluntary
organization may be given a sum of up to €5,000. The fund is aimed at aiding organizations whose operations are
related to, and essential for, the Covid-19 pandemic, and to help them out so that they do not fold. Voluntary
organizations have until the end of July to apply on www.vofunding.org.mt. More information is available on
www.facebook.com/MaltaCouncilVoluntarySector/, or www.maltacvs.org.

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED 

29 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police and Environmental Health Officers are
conducting to ensure that no gatherings in public places involving more than 4 persons take place, as per the legal
notice issued by Government. In the meantime, one person was found breaching obligatory quarantine during the
354 inspections conducted in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate
with the directives rolled out by the authorities. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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Another six persons recovered after they tested negative for Covid-19. Among these there are 2 elderly persons
over 70 years of age. This means that the total number of persons who have recovered from the virus is now 433. At
the same time, 1,120 tests were carried out in the last 24 hours and 6 more persons tested positive for the virus.
Among those who tested positive is an 89-year-old patient at Karen Grech who was in the same room where the
last patient with Covid-19 had died. In the first test the elderly man tested negative but his results came back as positive
in the second one. All the other patients in the ward, as well as all 45 members of staff, all came back negative in the
second test. Among the positive cases there are 2 healthcare workers who had contact with each other and had
symptoms whilst at work. There remain 58 active cases in our country.

A STABLE SITUATION

FRUITS OF THE SOCIAL PACT

Last March, 30% of all employees, even though they were not working, still did not lose their jobs thanks to the
social pact against the negative impacts of Covid-19. Research by the National Statistics Office showed that while in
2019 the average number of hours worked per week were 37 hours, at the end of March these came down to 23 hours.
The number of those working from home was three times higher than that in 2019. This trend happened thanks to the
schemes the government introduced to help companies which invested in teleworking. In fact, in March, when the
spread of Covid-19 in our country was accelerating, industrial production increased by 5.5% over 2019, while there
was a 9% increase in the production of consumer products. These results confirm how wise the decision for there to
not be a lockdown was but instead implement reasonable measures which have borne fruit.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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22 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police and Environmental Health Officers are
doing to ensure that there are no groups of more than 4 persons in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the
government. No one was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 315 inspections carried out in the last 24
hours. The appeal remains that everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by
the authorities.

INSPECTIONS

Malta and Cyprus are pushing for more European funds to be allocated for the digitization of certain cultural and
heritage elements among small member states which are very dependent on tourism. The two countries want
European funds to be used for the adoption of traditional activities which generate income for museums and historic
sites in a social context after the spread of Covid-19 passes. To this end, Malta has already begun working to establish
a digitization strategy for Malta’s national culture and heritage. From its end, Heritage Malta is looking to innovate
and keep up with present realities so that our country can take its past into the future.

INNOVATIONS

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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THANKS FROM THE CORPS

The Police Corps started handing out personalised certificates to those children who sent them drawings about the
police’s work during Covid-19. Most of the drawings were a show of thanks—from a children’s point-of-view—for the
dedication that the police are showing. In all, more than 200 drawings were received. The certificates are being
handed out personally to the participants by Corp members themselves during the week despite the heavy workload
that the Corp currently has.

FREE MASKS

22,000 masks were given free of charge to homes for the elderly and persons with disability by Norwex and the
Corinthia Group. The masks given are among of the highest quality, of the type N95. This donation will continue to help
to ensure that in these tough times the most vulnerable, as well as those who work with them, are safeguarded. It also
shows that the Maltese truly have a loving and helpful nature.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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Yet another patient has been declared of having recovered from Covid-19, so that the total number of persons who
tested negative for the virus has risen to 434. In the last 24 hours, 778 tests were carried out, 7 of which resulted
positive. These consisted of 4 healthcare workers, including 3 related to 3 other cases that were in Mater Dei yesterday,
and another case of a healthcare worker in Karen Grech who did not exhibit any symptoms. Till today, after 43,397
tests were carried out, the number of persons in our country who tested positive for Covid-19 stands at 503, out of
which 64 are still active cases. Health authorities appealed for the public to continue co-operating during this
transition phase so that the situation remains, as presently is, stable; thus leading for the lifting of more measures

A TRANSITION PHASE

THANKING OUR HEROES

Those who have recovered from Covid-19 and can donate blood are being approached to donate blood since,
potentially, this can be of help for those seriously infected with Covid-19. Between Saturday and Sunday past, 189
persons visited the National Blood Transfusion Centre. This information was imparted during visits that Prime Minister
Robert Abela and Deputy Prime Minister Chris Fearne paid to a number of employees who are at the forefront in the
fight against the virus. They visited thsoe who work alongside the Superintendent for Public Health, and the
Environmental Health employees who, in the last two months, have carried out more than 26,000 inspections to
safegurd the quarantine measures enacted. It was announced that in Karen Grech, a further 28 beds for Covid-19
patients who do not need ITU were added, whilst another hall was converted to one reserved for quarantine.
Dr Abela expressed gratitude for all these employees’ work, and encouraged them so that all of us may look forward
with courage to a positive future. 
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23 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police and Environmental Health Officers are
conducting to ensure that no gatherings in public places involving more than 4 persons take place, as per the legal
notice issued by Government. In the meantime, a person was found breaching obligatory quarantine during the 344
inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with
the directives issued by the authorities. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED

The first thousand masks are being distributed for free to all Gozitan employees who have to come to Malta to work.
The masks are being given both to public and private sector workers by the Ministry for Gozo. In all, some 3,000
cloth-masks - rewashable and reusable - are being donated. Masks can be collected from the Home Assist Office at
the Experimental Farm, Triq l-Imġarr, Xewkija. One’s Identity Card has to be presented. 

MASKS FOR FREE
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CONDUCT CERTIFICATES

The Police conducts office has, as from today, reopened its doors to the public. The office has reopened with office
hours, after having been closed two months ago as part of the measures against the spread of Covid-19. However,
the public is still encouraged to use their online services on kondotti.gov.mt/.

PROACTIVE MEASURES

A number of halls in Gateway Building at the University of Malta are being converted to serve as an extension to Mater
Dei Hospital. These halls have the capacity to contain 42 beds to be used in case Mater Dei Hospital needs to admit
more patients than it can carry. Health authorities have continued to take all precautions so that our country is prepared
for the possibility of a second Covid-19 wave. These beds can also be utilized in cases of influenza that normally affects
Malta at around November, and which can co-incide with Covid-19 this year as well. Our country is very well prepared. 
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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communicated.
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An elderly, 72-year-old individual has recovered and was sent back home after entering the ITU at Mater Dei 6
weeks ago because of Covid-19, for which he had to make use of a ventilator. This is welcome news thanks to the
work of a number of health workers. 3 persons resulted positive for the virus after 1,241 tests were carried out in the
last 24 hours. There is a 58-year-old man who was in contact with a mother and daughter who had tested positive
last Monday, and two healthcare workers at a Mater Dei ward where a positive case was identified a couple of days
ago. So far there have been 506 cases of Covid-19 in Malta, but only 67 remain active.

WELCOME NEWS

€50 MILJUN GĦAJNUNA FIX-XAHAR

Every month, around €50 million is being paid in the schemes being operated by Malta Enterprise and which so far
have saved around 90,000 jobs. In the last two months, Malta Enterprise workers answered around 60,000 calls
for help via telephone and email. Despite the spread of Covid-19, ME remained focused on attracting more foreign
investment to the country for the benefit of the economy. During a visit to ME workers, Prime Minister Robert Abela
gave thanks to the workers for their part in saving jobs and for being a point of contact to guide businesses and to
help them save jobs.
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More than ever before, on the day dedicated to nurses, these heroes deserve our thanks for the work that they are
doing every day in the fight against the spread of Covid-19. One should acknowledge and salute the vocation of
hundreds of Maltese nurses who, with dedication, sacrifice, even with respect to their family members, have been at
the forefront of giving care to those who need it. Our thanks should be that, even during this new normality that we
have started living, we should remain responsible and disciplined. We should continue observing the health authorities’
advice—for their sake.

DAY OF HEROES

No one was found gathered in groups of more than 4 persons in public places. The appeal remains that everyone
should remain responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities. In the meantime no
one was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 348 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours.

INSPECTIONS
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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ILLUMINATED DISPLAY FOR
FRONTLINERS

An illuminated display of thanks for all those workers at the forefront of the fight against Covid-19 was put on the
majestic bastions of the Ċittadella and in Cathedral Square. The illuminations, with candles and variously lit colours,
was possible thanks to the commitment made for free by Beam Lighting and CVC, together with workers from the
Ministry for Gozo.

TOWARDS NORMALITY IN THE COURTS

Cases where parties would have agreed and drafted a separation contract to regulate the situation between them
will start taking place in front of a mediator via video conferencing. This means that the meetings will take place
outside the court buildings, with the parties being in different places and assisted by their respective lawyers,
and with the mediator in a separate office. This measure ensures that every agreement reached between the parties
is published without delay. It is another step in the strategy to transform our judiciary system into a more digital one,
and for our courts of justice to return to normality.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
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A 53-year-old man died whilst infected by Covid-19 in our country. The man, who was undergoing cure at Mater Dei
hospital, had a number of other chronic medical conditions. He tested postive for the virus on 9th May. The man
passed away in Mater Dei Hospital during the night. Government expressed condolences to the family of the
deceased. The appeal remains  for everyone to follow the advice imparted by the health authorities to protect
the most vulnerable in our society.

SAD NEWS

SITUATION UNDER CONTROL

A futher 2 persons have recovered from Covid-19, so that the number of those who have recovered has increased to
436. After 1,143 tests were carried out in the last 24 hours, 2 persons tested positive for the virus, both of whom were
in contact with persons already infected with the virus. The total number of those who have been infected with
Covid-19 in our country is 508. Out of these, only 66 are still active. There are 6 patients who contracted the virus who
are still recovered in hospitals, whilst the others are in their homes under quarantine. The situation in Ħal Far centre is
also under control, so much so that 43 persons out of 50 have recovered. 5 persons have recovered, but are still
undergoing a period of 7 days in quarantine after having recovered, whilst 2 are still active. 
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Malta classified as the European country which has increased the number of nurses between 2011 and 2019 the most.
A survey by the European Union statistics office shows how, in 6 years, 2,900 nurses in 2013 have increased to 3,500
in 2019. In the coming weeks, a further 162 nurses will graduate. These numbers confirm the extent to which the massive
investment in the health sector has not only yielded excellent results in the human resources sector, but also in the
manner in which the Covid-19 spread was kept in check. 

THE LARGEST INCREASE IN THE
NUMBER OF NURSES

Malta was praised by the World Tourism Organization for its continuous effort in the tourism sector during the
Covid-19 spread so that this sector is safeguarded, and becomes even more sustainable. The Organization’s
Secretary General Zurab Pololikashvili, in a letter to the Prime Minister, congratulated him on the “incredible work”
and efforts being made so that the tourism sector is helped to address the challenges posed by the spread, as well as
the socio-economic impact. Through agreement with social partners, government has provided strong aid to
businesses, such as those in the tourism sector, so that employees’ jobs, and investments made, are safeguarded.

CERTIFICATE IN TOURISM
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AN €11.5 MILLION SCHEME
APPROVED 

The European Commission approved a scheme enacted by government that allows for an expenditure of €11.5 million
to finance the production of products related to the Covid-19 transmission, amongst which are vaccines, ventilators,
and protective gear. Vice President of the European Commission Margretht Vestager said that this Maltese scheme
is crucial, and conforms with European frameworks, the scheme takes the form of direct grants and tax incentives to
companies that wish to manufacture medical products and equipment during the Covid-19 transmission. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED

For the second consecutive day, no one was caught in gatherings of more than 4 persons in public places. Moreover,
no one was found breaching obligatory quarantine during any of the 389 inspections carried out. The appeal remains
for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with the directives issued by the authorities.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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7 more persons were declared recovered from Covid-19 so that now the total number of persons who have recoverd
from the virus went up to 443. In the last 24 hours, there were 14 more persons who tested positve for the virus after a
record 1,321 tests were carried out. Among these there were 2 patients who had no symptoms and 3 healthcare
workers. 7 of the other cases got the virus from community transmission. At a time when the country has started back
on the road to normality, it is important that everyone follow social distancing procedures, wears face masks in shops
and on public transport, and washes their hands. From the start of the pandemic in Malta, a total of 45,967 tests were
made and 522 persons resulted positive. From these, 73 cases remain active, with only 10 of these being kept in
hospitals in Malta and the rest being quarantined at home under primary healthcare.

MORE RECOVERIES

6,281 MORE JOBS SAVED

With the seventh process of the payment of social benefits for those who had their employment affected by the
spread of Covid-19, the total expenditure rose to €7.9 million. In all, 10,263 applications have so far been received
of which almost 99% have been processed. As of today, 7,617 applications have already been paid. Among those who
were paid were 5,780 who received parental benefits, medical or disability benefit, this while retaining their jobs.
There were also 501 persons who stopped their benefits because they returned to work. This means that in all another
6,281 jobs were saved. On average, these persons have already been paid €1,155 each in aid. Together with the
93,000 jobs saved by Malta Enterprise schemes, so far 99,000 jobs have been saved.
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Malta Enterprise launched a €2.5 million subsidy scheme for the renting of new industrial space aimed at businesses
and self-employed in order for them to continue to invest and employ new workers while expanding their business.
Those working in manufacturing, the machine and equipment repair industry, motor vehicle maintenance and repairs,
and other industrial activities are all eligible. The applicant must show that, in the preceding two years, they had been
employing at most one hundred full-time workers or less and that they did not have an annual income of more than
€10 million. Those who are eligible can benefit by up to €75,000 over a period of 3 years and as such will be able to
cover a maximum of half of their rent.

SUBSIDY ON RENT

Coordination work has begun on the preparatory framework for the eventual reopening of educational institutions.
The framework was based on a model proposed by the United Nations which is being adapted to reflect our country’s
realities. A number of possible probable scenarios in this framework will ensure health and security, knowledge,
training development, the necessity of quality teaching, the need for teaching to reach everyone, and the necessary
financing. The framework is being discussed with the concerned partners, this while discussions with the health
authorities will remain ongoing.

REOPENING OF SCHOOLS
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NO HUGS AND KISSES

A hug, a kiss on the cheeks, or a handshake were normal practices not long ago—but no more. Any physical contact
with relatives or friends may cause the virus to spread further. You cannot know if you have the virus or if someone else
has it. Even more so if there are no symptoms. As such, we have to remain disciplined, vigilant, and maintain social
distancing. Above all, we should use masks if we are going shopping or using public transport, and we should
not mingle.

INSPECTIONS

34 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there are no
groups of more than 4 persons gathered in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the government. OOnnee ppeerrssoonn
was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 432 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal 
remains that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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Clear protocols for the tourism industry, in anticipation of those economic sectors that will re-open in due course,
are expected to be announced by Monday. The Ministry for Tourism has also started a bilateral mechanism with nine
other countries so that talks on the ‘safe corridors’ concept with countries that, like Malta, addressed the Covid-19
challenge in a satisfactory manner, can start. At this stage, Malta is engaging in talks with such countries as
Luxembourg, Norway, Serbia, Slovakia, Austria, Czech Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, and Israel. There will be a tourist
summer, if different in form from preceding ones. 

TOWARDS NORMALITY

448 PERSONS RECOVERED

A further 5 persons were declared to have been recovered from Covid-19, so that the total number of those who have
recovered from the virus now stands at 448. Amongst those who have recovered is a person older than 60. In the
last 24 hours, a record number of 1500 tests were carried out, out of which 10 were positive. 9 of the cases were
sporadic cases, where they contracted the virus from the community. Out of these 10 positive cases, there were 5
persons who exhibited no symptoms. Now that the country has embarked on the road to normality, it is still is
important that everyone follows social distancing, wears a mask when shopping or using public transport, and
washes their hands correctly, and frequently. 47,507 tests have been carried out since the start of the pandemic,
with 532 cases resulting positive. 78 active cases remain.
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

15/05/2020
ISSUE 65

Despite their duties during the Covid-19 spread, Civil Protection Department employees kept providing us with a
service day and night, twenty-four hours daily nonetheless. This work is considered as a vocation, for it requires
sacrifice and long hours away from their families. The investment in human resources, and even physical material,
that was carried out in the last years ensured that our country is better-prepared for emergency circumstances that
members of this Department would find themselves facing. During a visit to these heroes, Prime Minister Robert Abela
expressed gratitude for the service and protection that they provide daily, and at all times of the day, to the Maltese
and Gozitan people.

24/7 SERVICE

5 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure that no gatherings in
public places involving more than 4 persons take place, as per the legal notice issued by Government. In the
meantime, no one was found breaching obligatory quarantine during any of the 408 inspections carried out in the
last 24 hours. The appeal remains for each and every one of us to be responsible and co-operate with the directives
issued by the authorities. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED 
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22,700 KM OF PAVEMENTS CLEANED 

22,700 kilometres of pavements have been cleaned by employees of the Cleansing and Maintenance Division, as
part of the disinfection campaign against Covid-19. Till now, more than 1.5 million litres of water in cleaning was
used for the regular cleaning of 1,400 bus-shelters, public places, ATMs, and infront of pharmacies and food
establishments and supermarkets. 100 employees are involved in this continuous operation, and they are working
24 hours daily all week. These employees are being provided with masks and specialized protective gear daily,
and have been trained by the Civil Protection on how to dispose of this gear at the end of a day’s work. 

SOCIAL CONSCIENCE

The Foundation for Social Welfare Services  has completed a food distribution exercise to persons in need, as part
of the ‘state-funded food distribution’ project. In all, 17,000 food parcels – 16,000 in Malta and 1,000 in Gozo,
amounting to €300,000, were distributed. As a measure against the Covid-19 spread, distibution was carried out
in the respective residences to avoid crowding. The Foundation’s employees took care to not only distribute the
food in a short time, but also to keep in touch with vulnerable persons to ensure these have the necessary needs.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
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2 more persons recovered from Covid-19 so that now 450 persons have been declared as being free of the virus.
In the last 24 hours, the biggest number of tests since the spread started were carried out. From 1,727 tests, 14 persons
were found positive. 9 had no symptoms and were identified as a result of the health authorities’ strategy to increase
screening so that those without symptoms are immediately identified and isolated. Now that our country has started
back on the path to normality, everyone needs to, just the same, observe precautionary measures, including the
wearing of masks and social distancing. There are 90 active cases, of which only 14 are receiving treatment
at hospital.

A RECORD NUMBER OF TESTS

FREE LAPTOPS AND INTERNET

Since the schools closed, 123 tablets and laptops have been distributed for free and free internet access given to
132 vulnerable students who are on Scheme 9. Without this assistance, the students would have ended up without
access to education. The submissions made by these students were all welcomed and now families who are not on
Scheme 9 are being helped. These submissions are being received regularly and currently there are 40 pending
ones for tablets which are being processed without delay. Indeed, a number of private companies have already
offered the Ministry for Education another 60 tablets, laptops, and computers, as well as €19,130 in financial
donations, so that no child is left behind in their studies.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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21 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police and Environmental Health Officers are
doing to ensure that there are no groups of more than 4 persons gathered in public places, as per the legal notice
issued by the government. The appeal remains that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the
directives being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS

Tomorrow at 9pm the first of a series of four concerts, Għajta Waħda, will be broadcast to entertain their audiences.
The concerts of national unity will be broadcast by TVM, ONE, NET, and 103. Representatives from the stations met
President George Vella and talked about how the present situation changed the schedule of programmes as well as
the way they are now being broadcast. The concerts will serve to collect money for the Malta Community Chest
Fund Foundation. President Vella said that every month €1m on aid are being spent for persons with social and
health problems. A single appeal: generosity from everyone.

A SINGULAR CRY
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A SIGN OF COURAGE

Residents from the Corradino Correctional Facility who live in the community as part of the RISe Foundation project
have been encouraged to remain focused and to take heart in order to overcome the effects of Covid-19. Some of
the residents have stopped working, others have postponed the start of their new employment, while others are
waiting to leave Corradino in order to start the RISe programme. Recently, RISe residents created toys to be given
as a donation to children in institutes as a sign of exemplary altruism.

ASSISTANCE TO FISHERMEN

Given the impact of Covid-19, Malta has called on the European Union for there to be flexibility in this year’s tuna
season. In order to safeguard local fishermen’s livelihoods, the government is expected to grant financial aid via
European Funds. In fact, measures are being prepared for licenced tuna fishermen in order to present a temporary
framework of state aid measures. Another support measure is expected to be a temporary cessation scheme with
the aim of helping fishermen registered as MFA and MFB who have suffered economic losses because of Covid-19.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
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In the fight against Covid-19, Malta had amongst the biggest successes in the world, and collective effort was the
secret to this. The optimism and sense of courage that was evident in the past weeks meant that the Maltese and
Gozitans did not lose hope and continued in their endeavours for yet a better future. Our country is now looking at
the coming weeks very positively. We cannot let fear overrule reason. Since scientific evidence shows that there is
no need to lock people home, now is the moment for prudent and clinical decisions which are proportionate, and
which make sense. We are now on the road to normality, where quality of life is safeguarded, whilst maintaining
the principles of social distancing and safeguarding of elderly and vulnerable persons. We are making progress,
and tomorrow will be better than today. 

TOMORROW WILL BE BETTER
THAN TODAY

UTILIZING THIS POSITIVE RESULT

Authorities have evaluated the impact of the measures which were enacted on 4th May and are satisfied that the
number of new cases has remained stable and, at the same time, tests conducted have reached record numbers.
Therefore, we can take the next step. In fact, tomorrow, the establishments that will be permitted to open from the
end of next week will be announced, restaurants included. Their operations will however be different from that which
we were accustomed to till last February, with new protocols and models that must be adhered to. Education will be
key. Since it is safe for these establishments to re-open, the message is that people can make use of them without
issue, if they observe the measures announced by the health authorities. With regards to outbound tourism from Malta,
no premature decisions will be taken. The fact that discussions have started does not mean that action will be taken
soon. Everything will continue to progress cautiously and prudently, and in accordance with medical advice. 
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4 other persons tested negative for Covid-19, and were declared to have been cured, so that the total number of
persons who have recovered from the virus has now climbed to 454. In the last 24 hours, there were 7 persons who
tested positive from the 1,429 tests that were conducted. 6 of these exhibited no symptoms. Amongst the new cases
there are 2 persons who work in establishments, but these have always worn a mask or face visor, and thus they have
nullified the chance for spreading the virus. There were also 2 patients in Karen Grech, and a carer in an old persons’
home who was found positive from the tests that are conducted before these start their day’s work, so that even this
person had no contact with the resident elderly persons. 

A STABLE SITUATION

71 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police and Health Environmental Officers are
conducting to ensure that no gatherings in public places involving more than 4 persons take place, as per the legal
notice issued by Government. In the meantime, two persons were found breaching obligatory quarantine during the
451 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for each and every one of us to be responsible and
co-operate with the directives issued by the authorities. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS
AND THOSE QUARANTINED
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All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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STRONG TRUST

A public opinion survey carried out by ECMS company and published on a local newspaper shows how 91% of Maltese
and Gozitans hold a positive opinion on the way government is operating in the health sector in the context of the
Covid-19 pandemic. Out of these, 66% of respondents even hold a very positive opinion. Only 1% held negative views
on the manner with which Government acted in this pandemic.  Results also show that the percentage of people who
believe that Government is positively addressing the economic situation brought about by Covid-19 reaches 72%.
When compared with the last survey of 6 weeks ago, this is a 5% improvement. 

PRE-FABRICATED HOSPITAL WILL
NOT BE PURCHASED 

The number of cases in our country has gone down from 500 to 90. The majority of these active cases did not need to
be admitted to Hospital and are therefore recovering at home. Thus, the increase in beds and machinery that the
country equipped itself with, have fortunately remained unused. Acting on advice from health authorities, Government
took the decision not to buy the Hospital that was planned to be imported from abroad and equipped locally, all to
increase bed capacity. The situation has improved thanks to the strength of values, and discipline and responsibility
shown; also, due to the number of precaution measures that were taken. It is with satisfaction that we will be in a
position to promote Malta and Gozo as Covid-safe islands. 
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will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

17/05/2020
ISSUE 67

HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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Malta has managed to control the big wave of cases which have overwhelmed many cities in the world. The success is
owed to the people’s sacrifices, especially elderly and vulnerable persons, the business community, and frontliners.

Our country entered this pandemic in a studied manner and will exit this challenge in a studied manner. Just like it
neither introduced restrictive measures too early or too late, the removal of restrictive measures will be introduced
without delaying and without being too hasty.

After three weeks ago the first set of restrictive measures were removed in order for our country to continue returning
to normality, as from Friday the 22nd of May, the following changes will be implemented:

 -  The number of persons who can gather together in public places will rise from 4 to 6. Rules governing social
distancing and against crowding must continue to be observed;

 -  In the cultural sector, open-air cinemas will be allowed to reopen for those who wish to organise such activities;

 -  Individual non-contact sports such as diving and tennis will be permitted;

 -  Outdoors training for other sports will be permitted so long as the group is up to a maximum of 6 persons;

 -  After direct consultation with our country’s bishops, funeral Masses will once again be permitted, with a limited
   number of people. The Curia will be announcing in which places these Masses will take place;

 -  Restaurants will reopen, with tables up to a maximum of 6 people and with established distances in order to protect
   one group on a table from another. Restaurants which have outdoor facilities will preferably use these;

 -  Hairdressers, barbers, nail technicians and beauticians will reopen, and must operate on an appointment basis and
   implement restrictions which safeguard employees and clients.

FURTHER REMOVAL OF
RESTRICTIVE MEASURES

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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From next Friday as well, health services which had been suspended because of the Covid-19 pandemic will once
again resume. In the primary health sector, diabetes clinics will reopen. Heart disease clinics as well as baby clinics
will also reopen, as well as a number of health centres. Mental health treatment in the community will also increase.
At Mater Dei, the number of outpatient appointments will also increase, as well as imaging, X-rays, MRIs, and
ultrasounds. Non-urgent operations, such as those of orthopedics, eye operations, and gynaecology will also increase.
The IVF service will reopen, and the partners of those giving birth will be permitted to be alongside them. After cervical
cancer screening resumed, on Friday screening of the large intestine will also resume.

AN INCREASE IN HEALTH SERVICES

The decisions announced today represent a great sense of satisfaction. Our country managed to carry out a difficult
piece of work in the direction it wanted. This is the success of a united people. Faced with an unprecedented challenge,
Malta was prepared and acted with considered measures. As such, we were strong enough so that the state of
emergency never became normality. Today’s decisions are not a compromise on health. Health remains the top
priority. Today, a rational step towards a better quality of life, based on medical and scientific facts, was taken.
The objective facts show that Malta has a very low rate of active cases, has prepared for every contingency, and
that the increased number of beds and equipment remained unused, with the absolute majority of patients
recovering by themselves at home. In this context, it does not make sense to keep the country closed. Decisions
cannot be taken based on fear but on responsibility.

A TREMENDOUS PIECE OF WORK
MADE BY A UNITED COUNTRY

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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456 PERSONS HAVE RECOVERED
SO FAR

2 more persons recovered from Covid-19 so that now the total of those recovered has gone up to 456. In the last 24
hours, 1,017 tests were carried out, with 5 of these coming back positive, including 3 who had no symptoms. Among
the new cases is a patient at Karen Grech and 2 healthcare workers. The health authorities said that our country is
in a transition phase, and now that the number of cases has decreased they will continue to observe the situation to
ensure it remains under control. The strategy remains that of more tests being carried out so that those who do not
have any symptoms are identified, isolated, and placed under quarantine. So far, since the start of the pandemic,
51,677 tests for Covid-19 have been carried out, from which 558 persons tested positive. Only 96 remain active.

A SENSE OF OBJECTIVITY AND
BALANCE

A crucial principle will be education. The removal of restrictive measures is being done in accordance with a detailed
protocol of how establishments will work. This is a heroic people which has already shown that it knows how to
observe directives and that it will continue observing these new guidelines. The message is clear: it is safe to attend
establishments which will reopen but which observe social distancing and hand hygiene directives. A distance of two
metres between one person and the next remains important, both in shops and on beaches. There are still some
restrictive measures in place. These must continue to be observed. It is important that everyone works together.
We are one society. In this manner, our country will continue doing well. We look forward so that tomorrow will
be better than today.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



20/05/2020
ISSUE 69

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

In the last 2 days, 9 more persons recovered from Covid-19 so that the number of those who have recovered from the
virus is now 465. From 3,189 tests which took place in the last 2 days, 26 came back positive, of whom 16 did not have
any symptoms. Among the cases there are 2 two-year-old children, 7 healthcare workers, 2 hospital patients, and 1
resident at a home for the elderly. The number of active cases is 113. In this transition phase towards the road to
normality, the health authorities are increasing the number of tests so that they identify early on positive cases,
especially those without symptoms. The success that Malta has made in controlling the spread is owed to everyone’s
sacrifice. We entered this pandemic together and we will exit this challenge together. Our country will remain
doing well.

A PHASE OF TRANSITION

LOWEST DEATH RATE

Among all European Union countries, Malta has the lowest rate of deaths or of persons who are in a critical state
because of Covid-19. Statistics show those who died or are still in a serious condition in Malta is 1.3% of all those
found positive, when the European Union average is 11.3%. After Malta there is Slovakia (2.1%) and Latvia (2.4%).
With 17%, Belgium has the highest death rate or that of persons who are using a ventilator. Apart from the fact that,
per capita, Malta has carried out among the highest number of tests for the virus, our country is among 4 EU countries
where only 1% of the population tested positive for Covid-19. Statistics show that in Malta, 17 from every 100 persons
have still not recovered, while the European average rate is that of 28 persons from every hundred.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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Baxter, which already employs 500 persons, will employ another 100 workers. In fact, in the span of two months,
it increased production by 20% and extended its operations to offer more medical products to local and foreign
hospitals. The government will continue to help companies so that, like Baxter, they can transform challenges into
opportunities. The manufacturing industry is and remains vital for economic activity in the country and in times like
these it has shown its agility and flexibility to adjust to the new reality. Soon, a number of new economic measures
will be announced to stimulate all economic sectors and to provide a greater sense of trust in the future.

 TRUST

Operators in the tourism industry reacted positively to the protocols governing the reopening of a number of diverse
establishments, including restaurants, from Friday 22nd May. After the announcement of these protocols on Monday
evening and during the day on Tuesday, 157 operators in the hospitality sector asked MTA inspectors to visit their
establishments to make the necessary verifications so that they can obtain a certificate which shows that they are in
conformity with these protocols. Our country looks forward to the reopening of the tourism industry. For certification
or assistance, one may call MTA on 2169 2447 or via email on tourismcovid-19helpline@visitmalta.com

TOURISM

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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VIRTUAL HALF MARATHON

In order to make up for the cancelled half marathon which takes place every year in Xagħra, Gozo, the organisers
will launch a virtual run based on a new route. The half marathon will still take place next April, and those who are
interested should apply on the site Active #RunGozo Virtual. All that one has to do is to then record their run on the
app (such as Strava and Fitbit) and upload the run on the Active website. The competition closes at the end of next
June, with the winners being chosen in a random manner and announced on social platforms.

INSPECTIONS

For two days running no one was found in groups of more than 4 persons in public places, as per the legal notice
issued by the government. No one was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 1,162 inspections carried out
in the last 48 hours. The appeal remains that everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives being
issued by the authorities.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
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80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.

SCHOOLS AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

PUBLIC EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

12/03/2020
ISSUE 01

With immediate effect, public events and activities are being put on hold, unless strictly necessary. The
population is also being urged not to attend Public Events and Activities unless absolutely required. In
cooperation with the MFA, all football matches falling within Premier, First, Second, and Third Divisions,
as well as U19s, are postponed.

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

helpline
111/2132 4086



22/05/2020
ISSUE 70

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

In the last two days, 4 more persons, including an elderly person over 70 years of age, recovered from Covid-19, so
that now the number of those who have recovered from the virus is 469. In the last 24 hours, 1,560 tests were carried
out with only one case resulting positive. In the previous 24 hours, 1,358 tests were carried out and 15 persons resulted
positive. Half of the cases were asymptomatic. Since the start of the pandemic in Malta, 57,784 tests were carried out
and 600 tested positive. From these, 125 remain active. In hospitals there are 25 patients, none of them in the ITU, with
the rest being in their homes. The health authorities will maintain this rhythm in order to increase the number of tests so
as to identify more cases at an early stage. Indeed, today, more restrictive measures were relaxed, with restaurants
reopening. It is safe to go these establishments provided that the mitigation guidelines which were announced are
observed. 

ONE NEW CASE FROM 1,560 TESTS

THANKS FROM BRUSSELS

The European Commission thanked Superintendent for Public Health Charmaine Gauci for joining the global response
team against Covid-19. The team was created so that the European Union takes measures against the pandemic
through a united policy which ensures that no country is left behind. In a tweet, the European Commission showed its
appreciation for Professor Gauci’s support and said that the world will exit this situation once a working vaccine is
developed and given to all populations.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
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of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
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The eighth process of social benefit payments for those persons whose employment was affected by Covid-19 was
made, with a total expenditure so far of €9.2 million. So far, 10,692 applications have been received, of which 99%
have been processed. So far, 7,821 applications have been paid. Among those who have been paid are 5,891 who
received parental benefits, medical or disability benefits, or unemployment benefits. There were 488 other persons
who stopped their benefits because they returned to work. This means that 6,739 more jobs were saved. Together
with the 93,114 jobs saved by the Malta Enterprise schemes, this means that almost 100,000 jobs have been saved.

100,000 JOBS SAVED

From next Monday, relatives can start visiting their loved ones again at St Vincent de Paule. On the advice of the
health authorities, the visits will take place from established places and from behind a perspex screen. The visits
cannot last longer than fifteen minutes. Before one enters the building, they must wear a mask, have their
temperature taken, and undergo individual screening. At St Vincent de Paule, there will be specialised parking and
even a shuttle service. In the future, this arrangement will be extended to other elderly people’s homes, both
government and private ones.

ELDERLY PEOPLE’S HOMES
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will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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INSPECTIONS

Over the past two days, no one was found in groups of more than 6 persons in public places as per the legal notice
issued by the government. Two persons were found breaching obligatory quarantine during the inspections carried
out in the last 48 hours. The appeal remains that everyone should remain responsible.

A RETURN TO SPORTS OUT
IN THE OPEN

Athletes will start again practising their sport disciplines out in the open in accordance with specific protocols
regulating the way they can utilise SportMalta facilities. From next Monday, the national pool and the Marsa Sports
complex will open their doors, while the Ta’ Kandja shooting range will open tomorrow. The facilities can be used by
registered atheletes. Training, among others, must be done in groups of 6, with athletes being at least 3 metres apart
from each other. More information on the medicinal protocols and the use of the facilities may be obtained from
www.sportmalta.org.mt/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SPORTMALTA-3.pdf.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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No one tested positive for Covid-19 from the 1,427 tests carried out in the last 24 hours. This is the third time in two
months that no new positive cases were reported. This good news comes after two days in which the number of new
cases was one each time. These results are the fruit of the good path which our country took from the start, along with
the responsibility and sacrifices exhibited by a united people. So far, 485 persons have recovered from the virus and
there are 120 active cases left. Together, we will enjoy this success. 

GREAT NEWS

LESS POSITIVE CASES

The rate of those positive for the virus since the start of Covid-19 in our country has continued to decrease. In the first
month, when the first case emerged on 7 March, 2.7% of those who were tested were positive. Between 7 April and
7 May, the second month, the rate fell to 0.7%, while now the rate is 0.6% during a time when the first set of
restrictive measures have been removed in order for the country to return to normality. So far, 63,087 tests have
been carried out, among the highest percentages in all of Europe. This strategy means that science is supporting every
step being taken by the health authorities, who know what they are doing and are giving advice based on facts, and
not on fear.
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of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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A quarter of those who tested positive for Covid-19 did not have any symptoms and recovered easily. Official
information showed that on average patients recovered after 16 days of recuperation. 19% of those positive stayed
more than a day at hospital for treatment. 11 persons required treatment at the ITU, including 4 who needed a
ventilator. As a country, Malta had the lowest percentage of people who died or who were in a critical state because
of Covid-19. 

DID YOU KNOW?

When compared with other countries whose hospitals could not keep up with the great number of Covid-19 patients,
in Malta we had a very low rate of patients in hospitals during this pandemic. The health authorities said that the
absolute majority of patients with Covid-19 are at home under primary healthcare observation. There are 22 patients
at the Mater Dei, Boffa, and St Thomas hospitals. Among these there are those who technically do not need to be kept
at hospital. Some are being kept there because they live in residences the properties of which increase the risk of their
relatives becoming infected. None of those in hospital are at the ITU or on a ventilator.

BECAUSE WE WERE PREPARED

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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INSPECTIONS

The Police are investigating yesterday evening’s incident regarding a crowd which gathered at the Granaries. The
Police acted in such a way so that the crowd, which gathered spontaneously was dispersed, so much so that the
activity was stopped. From Friday till now, 19 persons were found in groups of more than 6 people in public places,
as per the legal notice issued by the government. During the inspections carried out over the past few days, no one was
found breaking obligatory quarantine. The appeal remains that everyone should remain responsible.

MEASURING IMMUNITY

The health authorities are soon expected to launch a chain of tests within the community in order to see how strong
immunity against Covid-19 is among the populace. In fact, the authorities have prepared an analysis regarding how
precise and valid these antibodies tests are and have already started using these tests in a practical manner. The
strategy will be that health officials will analyse different population groups to measure the level of immunity. 

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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Ten more persons were declared recovered from Covid-19 in the last 24 hours. This means that the total number of
people who have recovered is 501. It is manifest that the absolute majority of Covid-19 patients are not requiring
hospital care, present few symptoms, and get rid of the virus in the quiet of their own home under primary healthcare
observation. On average, the recovery period is 16 days. In the last 24 hours, there were 4 persons who tested positive
for Covid-19 from 1,137 tests. From the start of the panedmic in Malta, there have been 65,471 tests, and today there
are 108 active cases remaining.

MORE THAN 500 CASES OF
RECOVERIES

93,000 JOBS SAVED

More than 93,000 jobs have been saved with the economic support measures run by Malta Enterprise. So far, more
than €55 million have been paid through the Covid-19 Wage Supplement. Applications for the salary supplement have
now risen to more than 20,000. Of these, more than 91% have been processed. Employers will continue receiving the
wage supplement till next June. The support processes will not be terminated suddenly but gradually, and the
Government will soon announce another set of measures to stimulate and incentivise the economy and investment.
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both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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Almost €12 million have been paid in the 9th social benefits payment process to those persons who had their
employment affected by Covid-19. So far, 11,046 applications have been submitted, with 99% of these being processed
and 7,569 persons having already been paid. Among these are 5,991 who have received parental benefits, medical or
disability benefits, this while retaining their employment. There were 562 persons who stopped their benefits as they
returned back to work. This means that, overall, 5,991 jobs have been saved in addition to the 93,000 jobs saved via
the Malta Enterprise schemes, which means that 100,000 jobs have been saved. Per capita, they have been paid
€1,446 in aid.

€12 MILLION IN BENEFITS

The free childcare centre purposefully opened by the government for children of healthcare professionals and
members of the disciplined corps has proven to be very valuable. The centre started welcoming children in mid-March,
and was created to ensure that there is a maximum capacity of these workers in our hospitals and streets during the
spread of Covid-19. Without this centre, these workers would have had no one to leave their children with in order to
attend work. In all, 38 children are attending under the surveillance of childcarers and as per the specific health
authorities’ protocols.

A VERY VALUABLE DECISION

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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INSPECTIONS

7 persons were found in groups of more than 6 persons in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the
government. The appeal remains that everyone should be responsible.

MATSEC EXAMS

MATSEC is giving another chance to those interested in applying for A-level and I-level exams next September. Those
who had already applied for the session which was meant to take place last May need not reapply as their details
have already been automatically transferred to the September session. With regard to the December examination
session, only those who applied before April are eligible. Those who are interested in taking the SEC (O-level) exams
next September should apply between the coming 17 and 24 July.

With immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta
will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further informationWith immediate effect as from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), all educational institutions in Malta

will be closed – Primary, Secondary, Post-Secondary and Tertiary Levels (including the University of Malta).
All Child Care Centres in Malta will also be closed. The aforementioned institutions will be shut for the period
of one (1) week (from Friday 13th March 2020 (13.03.2020), to Friday 20th March 2020 (20.03.2020) -
both days included. Following this period, the situation will be reviewed, and the necessary directives will be
communicated.
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